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By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—When reading the book of Romans, believers find that the
apostle Paul mentioned seven gifts in his letter to the Romans. They are list-
ed in Romans 12:6-8.

The seventh gift listed is the gift of showing mercy (verse 8).

There are many scriptures in the Old and New Testaments about this subject.
This article lists only a few of those scriptures in an effort to encourage your
interest in studying the subject in greater detail.

God and Christ show mercy

2 Corinthians 1:3-4—“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our tribu-
lation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the
comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.”

Hebrews 2:17—“Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren,
that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to
God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.”

Hebrews 4:14-16—“Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has
passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our con-
fession. For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us
therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and
find grace to help in time of need.”

1 Timothy 1:13, 16—“Although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor,
and an insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in
unbelief . . . However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus
Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to
believe on Him for everlasting life.”

2 Timothy 1:16-18—“The Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus,
for he often refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain; but when he
arrived in Rome, he sought me out very zealously and found me. The Lord
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grant to him that he may find mercy from the Lord in that Day—and you know
very well how many ways he ministered to me at Ephesus.”

Believers show mercy

Matthew 23:23—“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay
tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier mat-
ters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done,
without leaving the others undone.”

Luke 10:36-37—“ ‘So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him
who fell among the thieves?’ And he said, ‘He who showed mercy on him.’
Then Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’ ”

Importance of mercy

Matthew 5:7—“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.”

Luke 6:36-38—“Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.
Judge not, and you shall not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to
you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be
put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be
measured back to you.”

James 2:13—“For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no
mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.”

Learn what this means

Matthew 9:10-13—“Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the table in the house,
that behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat down with Him
and His disciples. And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples,
‘Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?’ When Jesus
heard that, He said to them, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physi-
cian, but those who are sick. But go and learn what this means: “I desire
mercy and not sacrifice.” For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners,
to repentance.’ ”

If you had known what this means

Matthew 12:1-7—“At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the
Sabbath. And His disciples were hungry, and began to pluck heads of grain
and to eat. And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to Him, ‘Look, Your dis-
ciples are doing what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath!’ But He said to them,
‘Have you not read what David did when he was hungry, he and those who
were with him: how he entered the house of God and ate the showbread
which was not lawful for him to eat, nor for those who were with him, but
only for the priests? Or have you not read in the law that on the Sabbath the
priests in the temple profane the Sabbath, and are blameless? Yet I say to
you that in this place there is One greater than the temple. But if you had
known what this means, “I desire mercy and not sacrifice,” you would not
have condemned the guiltless.’ ”


