The power of the future
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By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—It is edifying to learn how the power of the past and the
power of the future influence the power of now.

In this article let’s consider the power of the future.
The past empowers

There are many scriptures in the Bible that remind believers that the power
of the liberating past empowers the future.

Here are just a few.

“Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do
some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?” (1
Corinthians 15:12).

“But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who
raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through
His Spirit who dwells in you” (Romans 8:11).

“Looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and
Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from
every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for
good works” (Titus 2:13-14).

Prophecy to warn
God gave prophecy for a variety of reasons. One reason is to warn people.

“But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carous-
ing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unex-
pectedly. For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the
whole earth. Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted wor-
thy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the
Son of Man” (Luke 21:34-36).

“But Jesus, turning to them, said, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for
Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. For indeed the days are
coming in which they will say, “"Blessed are the barren, wombs that never
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bore, and breasts which never nursed!” Then they will begin “to say to the
mountains, ‘Fall on us!” and to the hills, ‘Cover us!’ For if they do these things
in the green wood, what will be done in the dry?” (Luke 23:28-31).

“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heav-
ens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent
heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. Therefore,
since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to
be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the
day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and
the elements will melt with fervent heat?” (2 Peter 3:10-12).

Prophecy to encourage
Another reason God gave prophecy is to encourage people.

“These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the
world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the
world” (John 16:33).

“These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen
them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For those who say such things
declare plainly that they seek a homeland. And truly if they had called to
mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had
opportunity to return. But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly coun-
try. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared
a city for them” (Hebrews 11:13-16).

“But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heav-
enly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assem-
bly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the
Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, to Jesus the Mediator of
the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things
than that of Abel” (Hebrews 12:22-24).

“Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the
second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ,
and shall reign with Him a thousand years” (Revelation 20:6).

Prophecy to comfort
Yet another reason God gave prophecy is to comfort people.

“Now I tell you before it comes, that when it does come to pass, you may
believe that I am He” (John 13:19).

“And now I have told you before it comes, that when it does come to pass,
you may believe” (John 14:29).

“Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. Then I, John, saw the
holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as
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a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from heaven say-
ing, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them,
and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God.
And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more
death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former
things have passed away’ ” (Revelation 21:1-4).



