BEWARE OF THE LEAVEN

4/5/10
Matt. 16:6 take heed and beware -- leaven of the Pharisees and
Sadducees
7 was Christ talking about bread?
12 the doctrine of the Pharisees & Sadducees
Mark 8:15 take heed and Dbeware -- leaven of the

Pharisees and of Herod
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HISTORICAL BENCHMARKS

Sadducees probably began about 200 B.C.
Essenes probably began during the Maccabean times (168
B.C.)
Pharisees existed under Jonathan (160-143 B.C.)
declined in power under John Hyrcanus (134-104
B.C.)
began resurgence under Salome Alexandria (76 B.C.)
Herodians existed during the time of the Herodian dynasty --
which began with Herod the Great (37 B.C.)
Zealots although they possibly had roots back to the time
of the Maccabees (168 B.C.), they came on the
scene during the reign of Herod the Great (37
B.C.) and gained momentum during the revolt

against Rome (A.D. 6)
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1. ESSENES
* Josephus claimed their number to be about 4,000
* Possibly developed as a reaction to the corrupt Sadducean
priesthood
* Very strict ascetics
* Rejected worldly pleasures as evil
* Were extremely self-disciplined
* Monastic -- most took vow of celibacy (adopting male children
to perpetuate the group) -- but some did marry for the

purpose of procreation
Lived in a community sense with communal property
Gave great importance to daily worship
Rejected temple worship and temple offerings as corrupt
Maintained a non-Levitical priesthood
Upheld rigid Sabbath laws
Believed in the immortality of the soul with no bodily
resurrection
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2. ZEALOTS
* Josephus used the term in referring to those involved in the
Jewish revolt against Rome in A.D. 6 -- which was led by
Judas of Galilee
* Their beliefs were similar to the Pharisees with this notable
exception -- they believed strongly that only God had
the right to rule over the Jews -- thereby, patriotism

and religion became inseparable

* Extremely opposed to Roman rule over Palestine

* Extremely opposed to peace with Rome

* Refused to pay taxes

* Were fanatical in their Jewish faith and in their devotion to
the law -- to the point of martyrdom

* Some extremists of this branch engaged in terrorism against

Rome and others with whom they disagreed politically
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3. HERODIANS
* Existed during the time of the Herodian dynasty (which began
with Herod the Great in 37 B.C.)
* Wealthy, politically-influential Jews who supported Herod

Antipas (or any descendant of Herod the Great) as ruler over
Palestine
*Not a religious group, but a political one

* Representatives from various theological perspectives
Matt. 22:16-22 Herodians -- (also, Mark 12:13-17)
17 tribute unto Caesar?
Mark 3:6 how they might destroy Him
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BRIEF COMPARISON -- SADDUCEES & PHARISEES

SADDUCEES PHARISEES
accepted written law (Torah) viewed entirety of 0ld
Testament

as authoritative as authoritative
literal interpretation of law more liberal in interpreting
law
minimized oral law championed oral law
associated with priests scribes and lawyers
aristocracy -- rich descendants middle class -- merchants
in charge of the Temple controlled the Synagogues
power in the Sanhedrin great influence among masses
denied existence of angels believed in reality of angels
no punishment/reward after death retribution/reward after death

no resurrection resurrection
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4. SADDUCEES

Accepted only the written law (Torah) as authoritative

Opposed oral law as obligatory or binding

Taught literal interpretation of the law

On one hand, they stressed strict observance of the law --

on the other hand, they were materialistic

Aristocracy -- the rich descendants of the high-priestly line
-- (however, not all priests were Sadducees)

Exercised great political control through the Sanhedrin -- of
which many were members

Believed -- No punishment/reward after death

Believed -- No resurrection

Opposed both the Pharisees and Jesus because they lived by a
larger canon (the rest of the 0ld Testament)

22:23-33 Sadducees -- (also, Mark 12:18 & Luke 20:27)
23 which say there is no resurrection
28 in the resurrection, whose wife shall she be?
4:1 priests -- captain of the temple -- Sadducees
2 grieved -- taught the resurrection of the dead
5:17 sect of Sadducees -- high priest & associates
23:6-8 no resurrection, angel, nor spirit
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5. PHARISEES

Viewed the entirety of the 0ld Testament as authoritative

Championed the oral law

More liberal in interpreting the law

Members of the middle class -- merchants and tradesmen

Controlled the synagogues

Great influence among the masses

Believed -- retribution/reward after death

Believed -- resurrection

Opposed Sadducees and Jesus, because they would not accept
the teachings of the oral law as binding

22:34-40 Pharisees -- (also, Mark 12:28)
35 lawyer
36 in the law?
5:17 doctors of the law
7:30 Pharisees & lawyers rejected the counsel of
3:1-10 Nicodemus
1 a Pharisee -- a ruler of the Jews
10 a master of Israel
5:34 Gameliel -- a Pharisee -- a doctor of the law
22:3 at feet of Gameliel -- perfect manner of the
law of the fathers -- zealous
23:6 Paul -- I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee
26:5 Paul -- "after the most straightest sect of

religion, I lived a Pharisee"



Matt. 5:20 righteousness must exceed the righteousness of
the scribes and Pharisees

Matt. 23:1-12 love of preeminence
13-33 hypocrisy
Luke 11:39-52 hypocrisy
53-54 seeking to catch something out of his mouth
that they might accuse Him
Luke 12:1-3 leaven of the Pharisees = hypocrisy
Luke 20:45-47 "beware of the scribes"
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HOW DID THE SECT OF THE SADDUCEES AFFECT THE CHURCH OF GOD?

Acts 4:15-21 the council threatened the apostles
Acts 5:17 sect of the Sadducees -- indignation
18-21 apostles put into prison -- released by angel
21-29 the council -- the senate -- confronts
apostles

1 Cor. 15:12-16 how say some among you (the saints) that there
is no resurrection of the dead?
32 if the dead rise not, why am I fighting with
beasts at Ephesus? let
us eat and drink, for tomorrow, we die
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HOW DID THE SECT OF THE PHARISEES AFFECT THE CHURCH OF GOD?

Luke 18:9-14 trusted in own righteousness & despised others
Acts 15:1-5 certain people of the sect of the Pharisees
(which Dbelieved) taught
that physical circumcision was required
for salvation
10 "yoke upon the neck of the disciples™"
Gal. 2:4 false brethren unawares -- "that they might
bring us into bondage"
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NOTICE CHRIST'S WORDS TO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 3 SECTS
Matt. 22:21 "render therefore unto Caesar the things which

are Caesar's and unto God the things that
are God's"

Matt. 22:29 "you do err -- not knowing the scriptures nor
the power of God"
32 ", ...God is not the God of the dead, but of
the living"
Matt. 22:37 love God completely -- with heart, soul & mind

39 love your neighbor as yourself



