
Church of God Big Sandy
ChurchofGodBigSandy.com

April 17, 2017 • 2:00 p.m. • Sunset 7:50

Service next Sabbath: 2:00 p.m.

Welcome to our guests

Members of the Church of God Big Sandy welcome all guests as we worship on
the first day of Unleavened Bread. Here is the schedule for today.

� 1:00 p.m. Interactive Bible study—no transmission
� 2:00 Church service
� 4:00 Potluck meal

The format for our church service is to have a break between the two sermons.

Order of service

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ron Avey

Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright

Offertory  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Piano solo

First sermon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reg Killingley

Teen class—Library  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jim Bald

Kids’ class—Classroom #2  . . . . . . . Brandi Cartwright

Second sermon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir

Quick takes

1. Upcoming guest speakers—The congregation is pleased to announce a
number of guest speakers in the coming weeks.

� April 22 Bert Moers
� May 6 Eldon Raines and Ben Mauldin

2. Update about Feast of Tabernacles—For months, we had only been plan-
ning to have three sites for the Feast of Tabernacles this year. Earlier, it
appeared that the people who generally attend a western site were not quite
committed to the idea this year. However, in recent weeks, interest in a west-
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ern Feast site has arisen again. Dave Havir wants to have a western site. He
has talked to Dennis and Karen Benson about the possibility of Flagstaff,
Ariz. But he has been too busy to check on the idea. Please pray that God
will bless the efforts of Mr. Havir and the Bensons to explore the possibility.

3. Myrtle Beach Feast site—Since there is a lot of organized tourism in Myrtle
Beach, S.C., this year during our time there at the Feast of Tabernacles, it is
important to book housing there quickly. Since Dave Havir has not yet posted
that housing information on our website, he wanted to give our Internet audi-
ence another website, which already has the housing information posted.

� cogsabbathfellowship.org

“Two Lessons About Leaven”

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big
Sandy’s website, churchofgodbigsandy.com. It was posted for the weekend
of April 15, 2017.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—This past week,
many people celebrated various
events dealing with the suffering,

death and resurrection of Christ. Here is a
quick summary.
�On Sunday, April 9, people commem-

orated (either with a congregation or in
their home) the suffering and death of our
Lord and Savior—on a date representing
the night that He was betrayed. They par-
took of the New Testament symbols in re-
membrance of Christ.
�On Monday, April 10, at 3:00 p.m., peo-

ple privately in their homes commemorated
the death of Christ—on a date representing
the moment when He died on the cross.
�On Thursday evening, April 13, peo-

ple privately in their homes commemorated
the resurrection of Christ—on a date repre-
senting three days and three nights follow-
ing the date picturing His death.

What about Days of Unleavened Bread?
Some people could ask: Do people

among the Church of God also keep the
Days of Unleavened Bread?

My answer: Yes, many observe those
days in two ways.

First, many gather with congregations
on two annual days—they gathered this
past Tuesday (April 11) and will gather

on Monday (April 17).
Second, many will make modifications

to their lifestyle during the entire seven
days. Many will eschew leavened foods
and will make a special effort to eat some
unleavened bread each day. More impor-
tant, many will make a conscious effort to
resist sinful behavior and to practice righ-
teous behavior.

Someone could ask: Shouldn’t disciples
seek to be doing the spiritual actions every
day of their lives?

My answer: Of course, but disciples
keep these days as a reminder of their
everyday goals.

1 Corinthians 5:8—“Therefore let us keep
the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the
leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.”

Old Testament lesson
Bible students have learned that there are

two lessons in the Bible about the leavening.
� The Old Testament lesson was about

“getting out in haste.”
Consider the following Old Testament

verses: Exodus 12:11; Exodus 12:34; Exo-
dus 12:39; and Deuteronomy 16:3.

How did this lesson apply to New Testa-
ment disciples? Consider reading Christ’s
words in Luke 17:31-36—which applied
directly to the upcoming destruction of Je-
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rusalem in A.D. 70 and had some later
application to disciples in later times.

New Testament lesson
The New Testament lesson was taught

by the apostle Paul.
� Paul’s lesson was about leaven pictur-

ing sin.
(For the record, Christ taught contrasting

metaphors about leaven. Christ gave a par-
able in Matthew 13:33 about leaven being a
good thing and gave a metaphor in Matthew
16:6-12 about leaven being a bad thing.)

Paul emphasized the metaphor of leaven as
sin (1 Corinthians 5:1-8 and Galatians 5:1-9).

Saved by grace
I want to encourage all readers of this

article to understand the proper order of
using the metaphor of leaven picturing sin.
�Disciples are saved by grace (Ephe-

sians 2:8-9 and Titus 3:4-7).
� Because disciples are saved by grace,

they should seek to put sin out of their lives
(Ephesians 2:10 and Titus 3:8).

I know that lesson should be obvious.
But some people become confused and

tend to use the leaven metaphor back-
wards—in a way to subconsciously influ-
ence them to seek to earn salvation.

How is a person unleavened?
Some sincere people spend weeks seek-

ing to get the leaven (even the crumbs) out
of their home before they partake of the
New Testament symbols of the broken
bread and the wine.

Unfortunately, they often tie this effort
into the notion of being worthy to partake
of the symbols.

Who is more righteous between the fol-
lowing two people?—Is it a person who
spends a month getting the physical crumbs
out of his home before the commemora-
tion, or is it a person who gets leavened
food out of his home a few days before the
commemoration?

Neither determines worthiness.
The action of removing crumbs out of a

house for a month before the commemora-
tion or the action of removing unleavened
food out of a house a few days before the
commemoration is not a factor in determin-

ing worthiness before God.
Is a person’s worthiness established by

having the cleanest kitchen, dining area,
children’s rooms, car, trunk, etc.?

Many people say: I know that worthiness
is not evaluated based on our success about
getting every crumb out, but God wants us
to make the effort to learn the lesson.

My answer: And, pray tell, what lesson is
that? Do you really believe that worthiness
is evaluated on the effort to remove sin?

Truly unleavened
Notice three phrases from 1 Corinthians

5:7.
� Purge out the old leaven that you may

be a new lump.
� Purge out the old leaven . . . since you

truly are unleavened.
How is a person truly unleavened? Is it

by one month of cleaning out crumbs? Is it
by a few days of removing leavened food
out of the house?

Getting the physical leaven out of a home
cannot make a person worthy to commem-
orate the suffering and death of Christ.
� “For indeed Christ, our Passover, was

sacrificed for us.”

Reaction to grace
I have friends who use the leaven lessons

as an effective tool in their Christian walk.
They certainly know that the spiritual les-
son is greater. But they also do the physical
part merely as an effective reminder.

The lesson of leavening in the Old Testa-
ment was about people reacting to the mag-
nificent deliverance from bondage.

The lesson of leavening by Paul in the
New Testament was about people being
thrilled by God’s grace and wanting to react
properly to that grace.

The Days of Unleavened Bread are a tre-
mendous reminder about wanting to please
the Father—by avoiding sin against Him
and by avoiding sin against our neighbor.
�God gave you physical life. How will

you behave?
�God gave you His name. How will

you represent the family?
�God is giving you spiritual life. What

are His expectations of you?
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Saved by grace

Before the commemoration of the suffering and death of Christ, we focused upon
God’s grace.

� Ephesians 2:8-9—saved by grace
� Titus 3:4-7—justified by His grace

Reaction to grace

After the commemoration of the suffering and death of Christ (as we observe the
Days of Unleavened Bread), we focus upon our Father’s expectations of us.

� Ephesians 2:10—since saved, good works
� Titus 3:8—since justified, good works
� Exodus 20:1-17—since delivered, Ten Commandments
� Romans 6:1-2—since saved by grace, should we sin?
� Romans 6:3—baptized into Christ’s death
� Romans 6:4—walking in newness of life
� Romans 6:5—likeness of His death and of His resurrection
� Matthew 5:14-16—good works to glorify the Father
� Matthew 19:17—keep the Commandments
� Matthew 19:21—give to the poor
� Matthew 22:36-40—two great Commandments
� Romans 12:1—become a living sacrifice
� Romans 12:2—transformed by the renewing of the mind
� Romans 12:9-21—many positive characteristics
� 1 Corinthians 10:5-11—five sins in the wilderness
� Galatians 5:19-21—avoid works of the flesh
� Galatians 5:22-23—reflect fruit of the Spirit
� Colossians 3:1-2—seek those things that are above
� James 1:25—perfect law of liberty
� James 1:26—bridle the tongue
� 1 Peter 2:11-12—good works to glorify God

Scriptures to consider

Exodus 14:13-14—And Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand still,
and see the salvation of the LORD, which He will accomplish for you today. For
the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever. The
LORD will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace.”

1 Corinthians 10:1-4—Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that
all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, all were bap-
tized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, all ate the same spiritual food, and
all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that fol-
lowed them, and that Rock was Christ.


