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Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Crow
Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Crow

(Also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wynn Skelton
Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright
Scripture reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 Corinthians 13
Sermon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Crow

Quick takes

1. Pastor’s travel—Today, Dave Havir is giving two presentations in Waco.

2. Thank you—The congregation thanks Bill Crow for serving us today.

3. Musical Memories—The Big Sandy Museum has scheduled a show in our
building tonight, from 7:00 to 9:00.

4. Wednesday-night Bible study—Feb. 14 at 7:00.

5. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “64 Times U.S. Government Under-
mined Border Security” by Taylor Haulsee.

6. Among Friends—This week’s article is “Philippians 4:13—Part 1” by Dave
Havir.

7. Eye on the World—223 headlines and one article.

Prayer updates

You might remember that Gary Wilson spent weeks during December in
Metairie, La., receiving hyperbaric therapy. Last Sunday, Mr. Wilson returned to
Metairie for additional hyperbaric therapy.
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In the Dec. 9 bulletin, we mentioned that Timberly Dunnam had a dual prob-
lem with her thyroid—a cyst on the right side and a “mass” on the left side. (Since
our reporting in the past focused on the mass and the cyst, we did not refer to
three nodules.) On Thursday, she went to a doctor to check on a nodule that was
giving her trouble. In the course of examining the nodule, the doctor mentioned
that she had an ear infection (that was apparently caused by drainage from the
nodule). The doctor discussed the possibility of inserting tubes in her ears. But
the family will tackle another situation first—Timberly is dealing with a variety of
allergies. After family members address the allergies, then they will focus on the
ear problem and the thyroid challenges. Timberly and the family appreciate your
taking the time to address these matters in prayer.

Angela Dunnam had a recent mammogram, and the results looked good. (If a
person would ask why it would take so long to schedule this mammogram, she
needed to wait an extended time after the radiation.) Since the results were good,
the next mammogram will be in six months. The Dunnam family is happy
about this good report.

In the Nov. 4 bulletin, Linda Avey reported: “My second surgery on Monday
[Oct. 23] for the placement of the shunt in my arm for possible dialysis went well.
I got encouraging news today from my kidney doctor—that my kidney function
has slightly improved.” This past Thursday, Mrs. Avey reported that she is sched-
uled to begin dialysis on March 11. The procedure is scheduled to be in Gilmer
three times a week—lasting three to four hours per time. (Before she starts, she
is scheduled to leave next Wednesday to visit Buck and his family in California.)
She appreciates your prayers.

This is a reminder that Benny West (son of Shirley West and brother of Stan)
is scheduled for hernia surgery on Feb. 15.

This is a reminder that Gavin Forrestier is scheduled for surgery on Feb. 20.

In the Dec. 16 bulletin, we reported from Dave Sproat (who lives in Arizona):
“Based on the results of a CAT scan, my urologist says there is a strong possi-
bility my left kidney is cancerous. He wants to do a biopsy to confirm after the
holidays.” On Thursday, Mr. Sproat sent an update: “I’m scheduled to go into the
hospital for my biopsy on Tuesday, Feb. 13. Please continue to pray for me that
the biopsy would come back benign and that the Father would heal my urinary
tract. Please thank everyone for the continued prayers and concern.”

New prayer requests

Jake and Tiffany Dunnam (who were married on July 2, 2021) request your
prayers. He wrote: “We are going through the process to adopt a child. We are
almost done with the first step of the process—which is licensing. Once we are
licensed, we begin the process of submitting our home study to a caseworker
and our home is evaluated to see if it is a good fit. We are open to one child or
a sibling group of two children.” They request prayers for their personal prepara-
tion and for the placement process to be successful.



“Philippians 4:13—Part 1”

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big Sandy’s
website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of
Feb. 10, 2024.
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By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—At our Bible study
on Wednesday night, I began a series
about Philippians 4:13. This was part 1.

Philippians 4:13—“I can do all things
through Christ who strengthens me.”

Reasons for choosing
Why would a pastor give a Bible-study

series about the words found in Philippians
4:13?

Here are four of my thoughts.
I believe that a merciful Heavenly Fa-

ther readily answers prayers.
But I do not believe in the “name it,

claim it” approach—where people can push
God to do what they want Him to do and
cause Him to submit to them.

Our loving Father gives us so much—
every need and many of our wants.

One of the greatest gifts a dad gives to
his children is a can-do, positive attitude,
and the perfect Heavenly Father does the
same—He helps us to succeed in times of
adversity.

God answered prayers
There are many examples in the Bible where

our Heavenly Father has answered prayers
of people.

Let me give you two examples. Both ex-
amples are extremely relatable in our current
world.

2 Kings 20:1-6—When King Heze-
kiah was sick and approached the Lord
about healing, the Lord gave him 15 addi-
tional years.

Esther 4:15-16—When the Jewish peo-
ple were under threat of annihilation and they
turned to God with prayer and fasting, He
answered their prayers.

Faithful requests
While I personally do not believe the

“name it, claim it” approach to prayer, I do
understand how some disciples come to that
conclusion. For the record, they use scrip-
tures in the Bible.

At this time, let me show you some of
the scriptures that people use to believe the
“name it, claim it” approach. (Remember

Paula Monsalvo is scheduled to have a D&C (dilation and curettage) proce-
dure on Feb. 14. So today she was doing preadministration (including EKG and
blood work).

Terry Watson of Topeka, Kan., has been diagnosed with breast cancer, aortic-
valve disease and gallstones. She and her family appreciate your prayers.

Vi Lehman died on Feb. 8. Please remember Marcia Chambers in your prayers.

Brian Biggs died on Feb. 9. Please remember his mother (Judy) and his wife
(Susan) in your prayers.

Thoughts for the week

“Yesterday is history, tomorrow is a mystery, and today is a gift;
that’s why they call it the present.”—Eleanor Roosevelt

“Success is not final, failure is not fatal; it is the courage
to continue that counts.”—Winston Churchill
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that my understanding their reasoning does not
mean that I accept their final conclusion.)

Matthew 7:7-8—“Everyone” who asks
receives.”

Luke 11:9-10—“Everyone” who asks
receives.”

Matthew 17:20—Nothing will be im-
possible for you.

Mark 9:23—If you can believe, all things
are possible to him who believes.”

Matthew 21:21—If you have faith (and
do not doubt), it will be done.

Matthew 21:22—“Whatever” things you
ask in prayer (believing), you will receive.

Mark 11:23—He will have “whatever”
he says.

Mark 11:24—“Whatever” things you
ask when you pray, believe that you will
receive them and you will have them.

John 14:13—“Whatever you ask in
My name, that I will do.”

John 14:14—“If you ask anything in
My name, I will do it.”

John 15:7—“You will ask what you
desire, and it shall be done for you.”

John 15:16—“Whatever you ask the
Father in My name, He may give you.”

John 16:23—“Whatever you ask the Fa-
ther in My name, He will give you.”

John 16:24—“Until now, you have asked
nothing in My name. Ask [in My name] and
you will receive.”

Wow.
Those scriptures are truly amazing and

encouraging. Those are wonderful scriptures
about the promises of the Father and the Son.

Those scriptures are great reminders to
have a positive approach of faith and hope
toward the Father and the Son.

So why do I hesitate about the “name it,
claim it” approach?

From the Son of God
Following are scriptures from the Son of

God that add an important key to those won-
derful scriptures mentioned above.

John 5:30—“I do not seek My own
will, but the will of the Father who sent Me.”

John 6:38—“I have come down from
heaven, not to do My own will, but the will
of Him who sent Me.”

Matthew 7:21—“Not everyone who

says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the king-
dom of heaven; but he who does the will of
My Father in heaven.”

Matthew 26:37-42—When the Son of
God was sorrowful and distressed, He had
ernest communication with the Father.

Matthew 26:39—“Not as I will, but as
You will.”

Matthew 26:42—“Your will be done.”

Eye-opening example
Is our Heavenly Father bound by the faith-

ful requests (strong proclamations or demands)
of His children?

Let’s notice an example when a faithful
servant requested deliverance from a trial,
and the Son of God (on behalf of the Fa-
ther) said “no.”

The example of Paul is illuminating.
2 Corinthians 12:1—Paul mentioned

the blessing of having visions and revela-
tions.

2 Corinthians 12:7—Paul mentioned how
the Lord wanted to keep Paul humble (and
a useful tool), so the Lord allowed him to
have a “thorn in the flesh.”

2 Corinthians 12:8—Paul mentioned
how he asked three times for the Lord to
remove the thorn in the flesh.

2 Corinthians 12:9—Paul repeated the
Lord’s response: “My grace is sufficient for
you, for My strength is made perfect in weak-
ness.”

2 Corinthians 12:9-11—Paul accepted
the Lord’s answer (saying “no” or “not now”),
and Paul continued to receive strength from
Him.

Bible students understand that this reject-
ed request was an example of God’s will in
the life of Paul and the people he served.

Next study
For the next Bible study, I invite you to

consider the following three concepts.
1. I believe that God (as a perfect Father)

will supply our personal needs—because He
is trustworthy and because He loves us.

2. I believe that God will often give us the
desires of our heart—because He loves us.

3. I believe that God sometimes says “no”
to our requests (often the desires of our heart)—
because He loves us.


