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Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m.  . . . . . . . . . . Mark Weiss
Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir

(also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reg Killingley
Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright
Scripture reading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Exodus 32:1–14
Sermon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir

Quick takes

1. Dominoes—Tomorrow at 11:00 a.m.

2. Baptism tomorrow—Gordon and Linda Rensing invite you to their baptism
tomorrow in the church building at 3:00 p.m. They have scheduled it at that
time so that members of their family (who go to church on Sunday) can attend.

3. Wednesday-night Bible study—Aug. 13 at 7:00.

4. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “The Passion of the Christ 2 and 3
Scheduled 40 Days Apart in 2027” by John Nolte.

5. Among Friends—This week’s article is “Ninth Commandment—Part 3” by
Dave Havir.

6. Eye on the World—Not available at bulletin deadline.

Prayer updates

Yesterday afternoon, Stan West reported: “I am at the Pine Tree Lodge and we
can’t wake Mom up. They said her blood pressure was good. I’ll keep you in-
formed.” A little later, he reported: “We got her to respond. She seems better. She
may try some ice cream. We are bringing in a hospice team for some extra care.”
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Timberly Dunnam is facing two challenges. First—for the past two weeks, she
has been dealing with a lot of pain from a kidney stone. Second—when Timberly
had her first round with the immunologist, she learned that she is 98 percent
allergic to mold (which is apparently causing her pain). The Dunnam family is
working on getting rid of the mold. (Dave Havir did some superficial research
and read the following: “Exposure to mold, particularly toxic mold that produces
mycotoxins, can cause pain and contribute to various pain-related conditions.”)
Timberly will continue to see a specialist, and members of the Dunnam family will
address the mold challenge in their home. They appreciate your prayers.

For the past several years, Jerry Chalmers of the Huntsville (Texas) congre-
gation has dealt with a variety of health issues. Although Dave Havir puts up-
dates on his text prayer list, he has not listed specifics about Mr. Chalmers in our
bulletins since Feb. 8. Last Saturday, while Mr. Havir was giving a sermon in the
Houston area, he received a text from JayDee Chalmers describing some of
her husband’s stroke conditions at that time. Mr. Havir interrupted his sermon to
offer a quick public prayer for Mr. Chalmers.Then, following the memorial service
for George Crow on Sunday, Mr. Havir stopped by a hospital in Conroe (on his
way home) to anoint Mr. Chalmers. Mrs. Chalmers has been spending a lot of
time in the hospital with her husband. He is still there.

In the July 5 bulletin, we mentioned that Neil McIver was scheduled to begin
the procedure of a full extraction of his teeth and the eventual inserting of im-
plants—four upper implants and four lower. Early in July, there was an extraction
of his upper teeth and the insertion of temporary upper plates.This week, he pro-
ceeded with the next phases of his dental surgery. On Monday, the bottom teeth
were removed. On Tuesday, his surgeons inserted the temporary bottom tooth
plates. He thanks you for your prayers.

New prayer requests

Greg and Minette Smith are asking for prayers for Minette. They reported: “Minette
has been receiving treatment for breast cancer since last February. She had sur-
gery the end of July. This week, her oncologist said that the pathology report from
the surgery showed that the chemo treatment did not do what was expected. The
tumor had not diminished. He recommended radiation. She will start that in Sep-
tember—in conjunction with a different chemo treatment. Her situation is his [the
doctor’s] first triple-negative case where he has not seen good results with the
chemo protocol that the patient was on.” The Smiths are thankful for those individ-
uals who were aware of their trial and were already praying for her. And they ap-
preciate the prayers of those who are just finding out about her health challenge.

Lucille Smith of Tulsa, Okla., has been diagnosed with shingles.

Vickie Auxier of Terre Haute, Ind., has experienced recent falls.

Mike Hazelwood of Tyler has been diagnosed with blood clots.

Tina Packard of Leavenworth, Kan., is scheduled for surgery on Tuesday.



Church of God Big Sandy Announcements / 3

“

“Ninth Commandment—Part 3”

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas–At our Bible study
on Wednesday night, I continued
with our series. The topic is the Ten

Commandments. The presentation was titled
“Ninth Commandment—Part 3.”

Originally, I decided to spend five indi-
vidual presentations on the Ninth Command-
ment. However, I am not sure at this point
if the series will be five or six presentations. 

Foundational scripture
� Exodus 20:2—“I am the LORD your

God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of bondage.”

Then, the Lord proceeded to remind the
children of Israel about the Ten Command-
ments.

Old Testament lesson = After God deliv-
ered them from Egypt, He reminded them
of His expectations from them.

New Testament lesson = When God of-
fers His bountiful grace to New Testament
disciples, He still has expectations of them
(Romans 6:1-2, Ephesians 2:8-10 and
Titus 3:4-8).

Ninth Commandment
� Exodus 20:16—“You shall not bear

false witness against your neighbor.”

Two major concepts
Following are two verses in the book

of Proverbs that mention two major con-
cepts associated with the Ninth Command-
ment.

� Proverbs 19:5—“A false witness will
not go unpunished, and he who speaks lies
will not escape.”
� Proverbs 19:9—“A false witness will

not go unpunished, and he who speaks lies
shall perish.”

Many view the Ninth Commandment
as dealing with being a false witness in
the legal system and with speaking lies
in general.

First three presentations
Here is a current list of the topics for

the first three presentations in this series.
1. False witness in a legal setting
2. Matthew 5:38-42
3. Five examples of dealing with false

witnesses

Joseph, the son of Jacob
� Genesis 39:1-6—After the Ishmael-

ites took Joseph to Egypt, they sold him
to an officer of Pharaoh named Potiphar.
� Genesis 39:7-10—Potiphar’s wife regu-

larly made sexual advances toward Joseph.
� Genesis 39:11-18—During one of her

attempts to seduce Joseph, he left his gar-
ment in her hand, and she gave a false re-
port to her husband.
� Genesis 39:19-20—Potiphar was furi-

ous and put Joseph into a prison.

David, a servant of Saul
There is much written in the Old Testa-

ment about King Saul seeking to kill David.
Notice only a few examples.

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big Sandy’s
website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of Aug. 9, 2025.

Charles Mokoro of Kenya has been diagnosed with nonalcohol-related cirrho-
sis of the liver.

Ken Swiger of Knoxville, Tenn., has been diagnosed with Lyme disease.

Wanda Brown of Huntsville, Tenn., died on Aug. 7. Please remember her fam-
ily in your prayers.

Rhonda Barkley of East Texas died on Aug. 8. Please remember her husband,
Charles, and the rest of the family in your prayers.
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� Psalm 27:12—“Do not deliver me to
the will of my adversaries, because false
witnesses have risen against me and breathe
out violence.”
� Psalm 57:4—“My soul is among lions.

I lie among the sons of men who are set
on fire, whose teeth are spears and arrows
and their tongue a sharp sword.”
� Psalm 109:2-3—“The mouth of the

wicked and the mouth of the deceitful have
opened against me. They have spoken against
me with a lying tongue. They have also
surrounded me with words of hatred.”

Looking back to the book of 2 Samuel
10:1-3, we find the following—the king
of Ammon died; David sent friends to com-
fort the new king, Hanun; the princes of
Ammon warned Hanun that David sent friends
to spy on him before overthrowing him,
and Hanun believed the false report.
� 2 Samuel 10:4—“Therefore, Hanun

took David’s servants, shaved off half of
their beards, cut off their garments in the
middle at their buttocks and sent them away.”

Shadrach, Meshack and Abed-Nego
The report given by certain Chaldeans

to King Nebuchadnezzar about three Jew-
ish servants was devious.

While the report was technically accu-
rate (in saying that the fellows did not
worship the king’s gods and that they would
not bow down to the gold image), the mo-
tive was to give infuriating information
that would blind the king about the good
service of the three men and to manipu-
late him to have an emotional reaction
toward them.
� Daniel 3:12—“There are certain Jews

whom you have set over the affairs of the
province of Babylon (Shadrach, Meshach
and Abed-Nego), but they have not paid
due regard to you. They do not serve your
gods or worship the gold image which
you have set up.”

Stephen of Jerusalem
� Acts 6:9-11—People from the Syna-

gogue of the Freedmen (Cyrenians, Alexan-
drians, and those from Cilicia and Asia)
secretly induced men to say: “We have heard

him [Stephen] speak blasphemous words
against Moses and God.”
� Acts 6:12—They stirred up the peo-

ple, the elders and the scribes to seize Ste-
phen and to take him before the council.
� Acts 6:13-14—They set up false wit-

nesses to say: “This man does not cease
to speak blasphemous words against this
holy place and the law; for we have heard
him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will de-
stroy this place and change the customs
which Moses delivered to us.”

After Stephen gave a wonderful histo-
ry lesson in Acts 7:1-50, he infuriated them
with strong words.
� Acts 7:51-53—Stephen said: “You stiff-

necked and uncircumcised in heart and
ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit.
As your fathers did, so do you. Which of
the prophets did your fathers not perse-
cute? And they killed those who foretold
the coming of the Just One, of whom you
now have become the betrayers and mur-
derers—who have received the law by the
direction of angels and have not kept it.”

Apostle Paul
� Acts 16:22-23—The multitude was

aware that Paul and Silas were beaten and
thrown into prison.
� Acts 16:36-37—When the magistrates

wanted to quietly release Paul and Silas,
Paul responded: “They have beaten us (inno-
cent Roman citizens) openly and thrown
us into prison. And now they want to re-
lease us secretly? No indeed! Let them
come themselves and get us out.”
� Acts 17:6-7—When the mob was look-

ing for Paul, they dragged Jason and some
of the brethren out of Jason’s home and said:
“These who have turned the world upside
down have harbored them, and these are all
acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar.”
� Acts 21:28—When some Jews of Asia

saw Paul in the temple, they cried out: “Men
of Israel, help! This is the man who teach-
es all men everywhere against the peo-
ple, the law and this place [the temple].”
� Acts 21:30-31—The people dragged

Paul out of the temple and were seeking
to kill him.


