
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Church of God Big Sandy

ChurchofGodBigSandy.com

Aug. 30, 2025 • 1:00 p.m. • Sunset 7:46

Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m.  . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir
Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir

(also transmitted live)

Order of service–3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reg Killingley
Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright
Scripture reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . Ephesians 4:25–32
Sermon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Neil McIver

Quick takes

1. Reminder about information table—If any of the publications on the information
table are depleted, please feel free to ask Dave Havir to make copies for you.

2. Dominoes—Tomorrow at 11:00 a.m.

3. Wednesday-night Bible study—Sept. 3 at 7:00.

4. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “When I See My Reflection” by
Dave Havir.

5. Among Friends—This week’s article is “Tenth Commandment” by Dave Havir.

6. Eye on the World—Not available at bulletin deadline.

7. Please remember to pray for the following people who are not able to regu-
larly attend our church service.

� Mickey Ashcraft � Ronnie Shirley
� Judy Biggs � Elaine Townsend
� Angela Dunnam � Mickey Voyce
� Timberly Dunnam � Donna Weese
� Ruth Roe � Shirley West
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Prayer updates

In the Aug. 2 bulletin, we mentioned that Morris Foster was to have surgery on
Aug. 28 —to remove a tumor from his bladder and to have a TURP (transurethral
resection of the prostate, which is often described as a “roto-rooter” of the prostate)
surgery. He had both procedures on Thursday, and following are excerpts of his
report on Friday: “I came home yesterday evening after surgery (to remove the
tumor from my bladder). Although feeling sore and tender, I was feeling tremen-
dously blessed. Also yesterday, they did the TURP surgery. I am supposed to take it
easy for two weeks.” Following are excerpts of a report concerning why he feels so
blessed: “Three weeks ago (while having the cystoscopy), the surgeon showed me
the tumor in my bladder on the monitor screen. He said his impression was that it
was cancerous. He also showed me the sore in my bladder, caused by the cath-
eter—the tumor and sore being in different locations. All he found during the sur-
gery was the sore caused by the catheter. No tumor. He did take a biopsy of the
sore to have it tested—just in case. I thank God many times each day for His good-
ness and for all those praying for me. I ask God to bless all those praying for me.”

New prayer requests

On Sunday, Aug. 3, Dave Havir circulated (on his prayer text list) a report from
Angela Dunnam about friends in the Big Sandy area. Here are excerpts: “We
want to request a prayer for our friends, who are expecting a baby boy named
Benjamin.The mother is six months pregnant. When she and her husband went
to their appointment on Friday [Aug. 1], the scans showed the baby has a heart
abnormality and a cleft palate.” On Monday, Mrs. Dunnam reported: “Tomorrow,
the mother is having a two-hour sonogram (including an echocardiogram on his
little heart).The mom is very stressed.” On Tuesday, Mrs. Dunnam reported good
news about the heart test: “The baby’s heart is doing well.” (The family appreciates
prayers about the cleft palate.)

On Sunday, Dianne Weaver (who helps at the Agape House) requested prayers
for a family member (who was hospitalized in Tyler and then Fort Worth) for a se-
rious infection and had successful surgery on an abscess. On Thursday, Mrs.
Weaver reported that the family member returned home.

Jim Kelly of Pensacola, Fla., suffered a stroke.The doctors called in hospice care.

Will Koehn of Flagstaff, Ariz. (a 78-year-old retired contractor who was doing
projects at a church), fell off a ladder and broke his hip.

Naomi Lucas of Kilgore died on Aug. 25. Please remember her husband, Shan-
non, and the rest of the family in your prayers.

Thought for the week

“If the silver is not in the flame long enough, impurities would remain in it. But if the silver is
left in the flame even a second too long, it would be impaired.”—An anonymous silversmith
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“

“Tenth Commandment”

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big Sandy’s
website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of Aug. 30, 2025.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—At our Bible study
on Wednesday night, I continued with
our series. The topic is the Ten Com-

mandments. The presentation was titled “Tenth
Commandment.”

I decided to mention six main concepts in
the presentation.

Foundational scripture
� Exodus 20:2—“I am the LORD your God,

who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage.”

Then, the Lord proceeded to remind the
children of Israel about the Ten Command-
ments.

Old Testament lesson = After God deliv-
ered them from Egypt, He reminded them
of His expectations from them.

New Testament lesson = When God offers
His bountiful grace to New Testament dis-
ciples, He still has expectations of them (Ro-
mans 6:1-2, Ephesians 2:8-10 and Titus 3:4-8).

Tenth Commandment
� Exodus 20:17—“You shall not covet

. . . anything that is your neighbor’s.”

Two different verbs
Before I launched into my six main points,

I briefly mentioned an interesting fact about
the Tenth Commandment in the King James
Version of the Bible. Notice the two major
listings of the Tenth Commandment.
� Exodus 20:17 (in the King James Ver-

sion): “You shall not covet . . .”
�Deuteronomy 5:21 (in the King James

Version): “You shall not desire . . .”
� In Exodus 20:17, the Hebrew word is

hamad (from Strong’s No. 2530, meaning
“to covet, lust, desire; delight in”).
� In Deuteronomy 5:21, the Hebrew word

is awa (from Strong’s No. 183, meaning “to
crave, desire, yearn for, long for”).

Some study papers describe the difference
between the two Hebrew words this way:

“Two different verbs, the same desire.”
While I didn’t spend much time talking

about the situation, I mentioned it to the audi-
ence and suggested that they might want to
research it.

Now on to the six points.

Susceptible to lust
I read some of Paul’s writings in the first

chapter of the book of Romans to show how
God created people to be susceptible to lust.
While Paul understood that lust is a factor
in many aspects of life, he focused his at-
tention at that point in his Romans letter to
the lust associated with homosexuality.

Later in the presentation, I covered Christ’s
words in Matthew 5:28 that show that sex-
ual lust is a sin (adultery)—even when peo-
ple do a good job of not making it worse by
proceeding to the sinful action.

In Romans 1:24-28, Paul described lust
in unflattering terms.

When I was reading Romans 1:24-28, I
mentioned how my comments about homo-
sexuality generally draw criticism from peo-
ple on both sides of that subject.
�On one hand, some people criticize me

for being too easy on people about this sub-
ject.

This would include people who think that
I don’t speak forcefully enough about the
topic. In their view, I should follow Isaiah
58:1 which says: “Cry aloud, spare not; lift
up your voice like a trumpet; tell My people
their transgression, and the house of Jacob
their sins.”

While I do not seek to “cry aloud” about
this subject like many religious people, I do
endeavor to read what the Bible says.

Romans 1:24—“Lusts of their heart, to dis-
honor their bodies among themselves.”

Romans 1:26—“God gave them up to vile
passions” and “exchanged the natural use
for what is against nature.”

Romans 1:27—“Burned in their lust for one
another” and “committing what is shameful.”
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Romans 1:28—“Debased mind, to do those
things which are not fitting.”
�On the other hand, some people criti-

cize me for being too hard on people about
this subject—and even being too judgmen-
tal toward people about this subject.

While I seek to uphold my belief about
what the Bible says about subjects, it is my
intent to do so in a loving fashion.

In the presentation on Wednesday night,
I told about a male member of a congrega-
tion where I was pastoring many years ago.
He was struggling with homosexual feel-
ings and came to me for help to not let the
lust become action.

For the record, pastoral counseling is quite
different from professional counseling. I was
his pastor trying to help him. It would be
easy to theorize that part of his life includ-
ed needing love from God and love from
people. (Don’t we all?)

I did not consider excommunicating him
(as some pastors would have done).

I tried to help him avoid letting the lust
become action.
� I asked him: Are you wearing clothes

and cologne to attract other homosexuals?
He admitted that he was, and I recommend-
ed that he stop doing so.
� I asked him: Are you going to places

where you know that you can attract other
homosexuals? He admitted that he was, and
I recommended that he stop doing so.

After our long discussion, he made the
following comment to me: “You do love
me, don’t you?”

Yes, I had genuine Christian love toward
him and was trying to help him avoid sinful
behavior.

I have pastored in many cities since trying
to help him. I have not kept up with his Chris-
tian journey. I truly pray that he has a strong
relationship with the Father and Son and has
found the peace that They offer to us.

Temptations of life
�Mark 4:18-19—Here are three items—

the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of
riches and the desires for other things.
� 1 John 2:16—Here are three lustful

qualities in the world (which are not of the
Father)—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the

eyes and the pride of life.
� 1 John 2:17—The lusts of the world

will pass away, but he who does the will of
God abides forever.

Disciples overcome past lusts
� Ephesians 4:20-22—We have been taught

by Christ to put off the former conduct—cor-
rupt behavior of deceitful lusts.
� Titus 3:3—Remember some of our past

behavior—we were foolish, disobedient, de-
ceived, serving various lusts and pleasures,
living in malice and envy, hateful and hat-
ing one another.
� 1 Peter 13-14—The revelation of Jesus

Christ leads us to avoid the former lusts.

Coveting is a trigger
�Matthew 5:28—“Whoever looks at a

woman to lust for her has already commit-
ted adultery with her in his heart.”
� James 1:13—“God cannot be tempted

by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.”
� James 1:14—“Each one is tempted when

he is drawn away by his own desires and en-
ticed.”
� James 1:15—“When desire has con-

ceived, it gives birth to sin—and sin (when
it is full-grown) brings forth death.”

Pattern of sin
Here is the pattern of sin--senses, desires,

actions and penalty.
�Genesis 3:6—Eve saw, desired (to be

wise) and took.
�Genesis 3:16-19—Penalties for Eve and

Adam.
� Joshua 7:21—Achan saw, coveted (physi-

cal items) and took.
� Joshua 7:25—Penalty to Achan.
� 2 Samuel 11:2-4—David saw, inquired

(about Bathsheba) and lay with her.
� 2 Sanuel 12:10-12—Penalty for David.
� Acts 8:18-19—Simon saw, wanted power

and offered money.
�Acts 8:20-23—Penalty for Simon.

Pattern of obedience
�Hebrews 11:13—People of faith saw

the promises, embraced [desired] the prom-
ises and lived as citizens of the Heavenly
Kingdom.


