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Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jim Bald
Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . Daniel Hammons

(also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reg Killingley
Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright
Scripture reading  . . . . . . . . . . Job 1:6–12; Job 2:3–6
Sermon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anthony Kimmons

Quick takes

1. Pastor’s travel—Today, Dave Havir is speaking in the Waco area.

2. Food items for interested people—On Wednesday night, Dave Havir received
264 items from a friend in a local food chain. After this bulletin was prepared, he
was scheduled to receive a similar number of items for additional distribution.

3. Dominoes tomorrow—Interested participants should contact Sue Jones.

4. Wednesday-night Bible study—Feb. 11 at 7:00.

5. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “Long March to Disorder Begins by
Removing God” by Tony Perkins.

6. Among Friends—This week’s article is “Proverbs 6:16-19—Part 5” by Dave
Havir.

7. Eye on the World—A shortened version (with one article and no headlines).

Prayer updates

In previous bulletins, we mentioned how Karl Wilson was dealing with cancer. On
Wednesday, he went to a hospital and was scheduled for a procedure on Friday.
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On Thursday, Bonita Miller of North Carolina gave the following report about
her husband (Johnny Hooker). Following are excerpts: “Two years ago next month,
I requested prayer because my husband was diagnosed with a very aggressive
metastatic prostate cancer—which had spread to his bladder, lymph nodes and
pelvic-bone region. Duke University Medical Center gave him ‘maybe three months.’
We will never, ever forget the outpouring of prayers and cards that arrived from
your area. This was a tremendous witness to my husband, who is not a member
of God’s church. He had a PET scan last week, and the oncologist today con-
firmed that my husband is cancer-free! The doctor used the word miraculous
when he was speaking with us. We thank each and every one of you who have
prayed for this miracle.”

In last week’s bulletin, we mentioned that Jed Drumm requested prayers for a
hernia. During a visit to a surgeon, he learned that he has two hernias.

In last week’s bulletin, we mentioned that Bea Gusner’s son-in-law Mark had
a fall on the ice in North Carolina that resulted in eight broken ribs and a punc-
tured lung. On Monday, a CAT scan confirmed a collapsed lung. On Tuesday, he
had surgery.

New prayer requests

On Monday, Gloria Hoppe had a significant fall on an icy surface. Here are ex-
cerpts of her report: “I was standing on a heavy plastic pallet, which was slippery.
Foot slipped, lost balance, fell head-first into a table, fell off porch, kissed earth
with a hard head-fall, landed on my side on top of bricks. Instant pain mimicked
a heart attack. I was speaking incoherently. Both Jody and Keith wanted me to
go to an ER. I begged for time to verify that no heart attack was occurring. [I did
not go.] I had a rough night with stabbing pain. I must have cracked a rib or so
and have internal bruising. Perhaps mild concussion, but more likely shaken-
baby syndrome. Elbow has road rash with pain. Knee and lower leg continually
aching. So no serious injury.” Although she had pain, she was very thankful for
God’s intervention.

On Friday (Jan. 30), Ruth Roe had a car accident on the ice (which totaled her
car)—resulting in broken bones in her left arm (just above the wrist) of the two bones
that run from the wrist to the elbow. On Wednesday, she had day surgery.

On Sunday, Scott Shaffer (who lives in Minnesota but is wintering in Nashville,
Tenn.) fell and hit his head. He was diagnosed with a brain bleed. The doctors
warned that swelling can result in paralysis on the right side, possible cognitive
damage and limited communication. (Although some religious people think that
mentioning negative factors works against faith, other religious people like to men-
tion negative challenges to encourage prayer and to recognize the good things
that are occurring.) The doctors performed CAT scans to evaluate progress of the
swelling and bleeding. They were keeping him intubated as progress was eval-
uated.They expect him to stay intubated until “early next week.”The family appre-
ciates your prayers.
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By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—At our Bible study
on Wednesday night, I continued with
a seven-part series. The title of the pre-

sentation was “Proverbs 6:16-19—Part 5.”
The presentation began with the fifth list-

ed characteristic that God hates—that being
“feet swift to run to evil (mischief).” From
there, I also talked about the fifth character-
istic that God loves—that being “feet swift
to edification.”

Described as evil
While the King James Version uses the

word mischief, the New King James Version
uses the word evil. According to Strong’s Concor-
dance, notice the following information about
how the Hebrew word Ra is translated through-
out the King James Version.
� The Hebrew word translated mischief

in Proverbs 6:18 in the King James Version
is translated as mischief 19 times through-
out the Bible.
� The Hebrew word translated mischief

in Proverbs 6:18 in the King James Version
is translated as evil 436 times throughout
the Bible. 

Hence, I prefer to stress the New King
James usage of evil.

Swift feet to evil of devil
Feet that are swift in running to evil cer-

tainly sounds like the devil. Let’s notice ex-
amples of the approach of the devil.

Satan against Job
� Job 1:7—Satan was going to and fro—

looking for trouble.

� Job 1:8—The Lord opened the door
for trials upon Job.
� Job 1:9-11—Satan was quick to sug-

gest an evil way for Job to suffer.
� Job 1:12—The Lord approved the details,

but set up limitations.
� Job 2:2—Satan was going to and fro—

looking for trouble.
� Job 2:3—The opened the door for addi-

tional trials upon Job.
� Job 2:4-5—Satan was quick to sug-

gest another evil way for Job to suffer.
� Job 2:6—The Lord approved the details,

but set up limitations.

Wicked one snatching away seed
� Matthew 13:18—Hear the parable of

the sower.
� Matthew 13:19—The wicked one snatched

away what was sown in the heart.

Enemy sowing tares
� Matthew 13:24—Hear the parable of

the wheat and tares.
� Matthew 13:25—The enemy sowed tares

among the wheat and went his way.

Running to evil
Notice a few references of running to evil.
� Proverbs 1:15—Do not walk in the way

of them (sinners mentioned in verse 10)—
keep your foot from their path.
� Proverbs 1:16—Their feet run to evil

and they make haste to shed blood.
� Isaiah 59:7—Their feet run to evil,

and they make haste to shed innocent blood.
Their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity. Wast-
ing and destruction are in their paths.

“Proverbs 6:16-19—Part 5”

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big
Sandy’s website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of
Feb. 7, 2026.

Robin Sikes (mother-in-law of Bryan Bailey, the son of Mike Bailey) was in
a Fort Worth hospital with a diagnosis of cancer in both lungs and liver.

On Thursday, Rachel Foy of the Huntsville congregation asked prayers for her
mother, Janice Birdow, who went to a hospital dealing with heart issues.

Amber Smith of Huntsville went to a hospital with heart problems.
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� Romans 3:15—Their feet are swift to
shed blood.

Feet swift to edification
Feet that are swift to edification certain-

ly sounds like the Father and Son. Let’s no-
tice examples of the approach of the Father
and Son.

Cannot be manipulated
Let me begin by saying that the Father and

Son cannot be manipulated—They are cheer-
ful givers.
� Matthew 4:3—The devil tried to manip-

ulate Christ: “If You are the Son of God . . .”
The Son of God could not be manipulated.
� Matthew 4:6—The devil tried to

manipulate Christ: “If You are the Son of
God . . .” The Son of God could not be manip-
ulated.
� Luke 12:13-14—The Son of God did

not get sucked into a family conflict about
an inheritance. He said: “Who made Me a
judge or an arbitrator over you?”

Swift to help
Although the Father and Son cannot be

manipulated, they are often swift to answer
prayers. (It is true that, sometimes, they have
a plan for waiting.)
� Genesis 18:23-33—The Lord listened

to Abraham’s negotiation and answered quick-
ly.
� 1 Kings 19:11-12—Notice four ways

that the Lord may answer—in the wind, in
the earthquake, in the fire and with a still
small voice.
� 2 Kings 6:16-17—The Lord opened

the young man’s eyes to see the angelic
support.
� John 2:1-10—When Christ’s mother

approached Him about the lack of wine at a
wedding, Jesus quickly responded to His moth-
er’s request.
� 2 Corinthians 1:3-10—The Father of

mercies and the God of all comfort helps
His children—often very quickly, but not always.

Quick to listen
� While the Lord criticized the three

friends of Job for what they said (Job 42:7),
the book of Job reports something wonder-
ful that the three friend did earlier—they
said nothing for seven days (Job 2:13).
� James 1:19—Be swift to hear.

A time for strong words
Although I am going to mention a num-

ber of verses about being quick to say kind
words, let’s at least acknowledge that there
is a time for strong words.
� Proverbs 27:5—“Open rebuke is bet-

ter than love carefully concealed.”
� Proverbs 27:6—“Faithful are the wound

of a friend, but the kisses of an enemy are de-
ceitful.”

Quick to say kind words
� Proverbs 10:20—The tongue of the

righteous is choice silver.
� Proverbs 15:1—A soft answer turns away

wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.
� Proverbs 15:4—A wholesome tongue is

a tree of life.
� Proverbs 25:11—A word fitly spoken

is like apples of gold in settings of silver.
� Proverbs 25:12—A wise rebuker to an

obedient ear if like an earring of gold and
an ornament of fine gold.
� Colossians 4:6—Let your speech always

be with grace (seasoned with salt) that you
may know how you ought to answer each
person.

Serve the needs
Recognize that there are times to be quick

to action and times to be patient.
� Luke 10:25-37—The good Samaritan

decided to quickly serve a need.
� Galatians 6:1—Are you the right per-

son to help? Do you have the correct approach?
� Matthew 25:34-40—There is a time

to help people (serving needs like food, drink,
shelter, clothing, health and visits in prison).

Thought for the week

“All hypocrites must be executed.”—Ali Khamenei


