ANNOUNCEMENTS

Church of God Big Sandy

ChurchofGodBigSandy.com
Aug. 1, 2026 « 1:00 p.m. » Sunset 8:20

Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m. ...... Daniel Hammons

Presentation study—2:00 ............. Dave Havir
(also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Songleader ...................... Reg Killingley
Pianist .......... ... . ... . ..... Dixon Cartwright
Scripturereading .............. Philippians 4:4-13
Sermon ... Reg Killingley

Dominoes—Interested participants should contact Sue Jones.
Wednesday-night Bible study—Aug. 5 at 7:00.
Edifying the Body—"Socialism and Capitalism” by John Stossel.
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Among Friends—"Congratulations for Questioning Anthony Fauci” by Dave
Hawvir.

5. Eye on the World—Abbreviated issue compiled by Dave Havir.

Prayer updates

On Thursday, Veronica Hildreth reported: “My dad has a blood clot in his right arm.
He went for a CAT scan of his chest to make sure there are no blood clots there.”

In the May 30 bulletin, we mentioned that Gordon Rensing Sr. (father of the
Gordon Rensing who attends our congregation) fell and was diagnosed with a
broken hip. On Thursday, Mr. Rensing was discharged from a rehabilitation hos-
pital and is at home resting “fairly well.”
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New prayer requests

On Thursday, Gloria Hoppe went to the doctor due to a breakout on her feet
and lower legs. She reported: “It started several months ago and is now spread-
ing to my upper legs and arms and slightly on my neck. The doctor is referring
me to a dermatologist. | hope | can get help soon since the itching is terribly in-
tense, even a little painful at times, and is 24/7. I'm desperate for relief. It's now
stressing my nervous system.” If she is convinced that her condition is very con-
tagious, she may not attend for a while as a precaution to you.

On Wednesday, Lisa Smith went to an ER. She was diagnosed with gastroen-
teritis (which is the inflammation of the stomach and intestines) and dehydration.

Leon Avery of Broken Arrow, Okla. (friend of Dixon and Linda Cartwright),
has various problems affecting his esophagus. They involve his talking, breath-
ing, swallowing and eating. This week he entered hospice care at his assisted-
living residence.

Dale Bailey of Big Sandy died on July 22. (A memorial service will be held at
the Living Church of God in Big Sandy on Sunday, Aug. 9, at 1:00 p.m.) Please
remember his wife, Yolanda, and the rest of the family in your prayers.

“Socialism and Capitalism”

This article is from the “Edifying the Body” section of the Church of God Big
Sandy's website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of
Aug. 1, 2026. (This article is actually a combination of two articles written by John
Stossel. The first article titled “Spoiled Socialists” was posted at townhall.com on
July 8, 2026. The second article titled “The Case for Capitalism” was posted at
townhall.com on July 29, 2026.)

belief,” “an idea that confers status
while ultimately inflicting costs on peo-

By John Stossel

“Spoiled Socialists”

ore young peoplevotefor social-

ists. They believe socialismis good

for the poor and “pro-working
class.”

But isit?

In my new video, LeylaTaghiyeva, my
latest Stossel Fellow, interviews psychol-
ogist Rob Henderson, who points out that
few poor people want socialism:

“When you actualy see who supports
socialism, these are people who are rela-
tively well off,” he says.

Henderson grew up in foster homes
before getting degrees from Yale and
Cambridge. He calls socialism a“luxury

ple less fortunate . . . Take the ‘ Occupy
Wall Street’ movement. The majority of
people who participated were college-
educated. They disproportionately earned
more than $100,000 a year.”

“Maybe these people just want to help
the poor,” says Taghiyeva.

“If you want to help the poor, social-
ism isn't the way to go about it,” replies
Henderson. At anti-capitalism protests,
he points out, “You don't see slogans
like ‘feed the poor,” ‘ help the needy.’ It's
more like ‘soak therich.” ”

The socidists object to the wealth
gap. They don't understand that free mar-
kets help poor people the most.

Margaret Thatcher won laughter and
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jeers saying it like this: “So long as the
gap is smaller, they rather have the poor
poorer.”

“Thatcher was spot-on,” says Henderson.
It'sasif the pro-socialism side believe “any-
one above you, they acquired (their wealth)
through illicit means. But then, once you
reach that point, you did it honestly.”

Sen. Bernie Sanders seems to believe
that. He used to complain about “million-
aires and hillionaires!”

But now heisamillionaire. So he just
complains about billionaires.

Democratic socialist Rep. Alexandria
Ocasio Cortez grew up in awealthy sub-
urb and attended one of the most expen-
sive colleges in America.

Seattle's new democratic sociaist mayor,
Katie Wilson, also grew up privileged. Thanks
to wealthy parents, she attended Oxford
debt-free.

New York City's new democratic social-
ist mayor, Zohran Mamdani, aso grew up
in comfort. His parents own a five-bed-
room mansion.

“He is the poster boy for luxury be-
liefs,” Henderson tells Taghiyeva. “ Almost
like he was made in alaboratory. He has
awealthy filmmaker mother, an Ivy League
professor father.”

Successful socialist influencers, such as
Hasan Piker, also grew up wealthy. Piker’s
dad was an executive at one of Turkey's
biggest companies. Now Piker earns mil-
lions streaming on Twitch, denouncing
the “inherently oppressive capitalist dogma’
that makes him rich.

“He was seen wearing $1,300 glasses
to histrip to Cuba,” says Henderson. “Os-
tensibly, they think that everyone should
be equal, but then, when you look at how
they behave in their lives, they're ob-
sessed with getting into the right colleg-
es, wearing the right clothes, showing off
that they have money (and) theright beliefs.”

Even Fidel Castro wasrich.

“Castro famously wore two Rolexes,”
says Henderson. “The ostensible reason
he gave was because time was of the es-
sence. .. But why did it haveto be two
Rolexes?’

“(Socialism) never works, so why do

people keep falling for it?" asks Taghi-
yeva.

“People have not been thoroughly edu-
cated in the catastrophes,” replies Hen-
derson. “In American high schoals, you get
155 hours of Hitler, three minutes on Stalin,
you get zero on Pol Pot (and) Mao. It's not
that people have to be trained into liking
socialism; they have to be educated out
of liking it.”

That's what Stossel TV tries to do—
teach people the dangers of socialism before
more are misled by privileged voices who
never bear the costs.

Taghiyevagrew up in Azerbaijan: “My
country lived through socialism, but, when
| cameto Americafor college, al | could
see around my campus was communist
posters. | don't get it! Socialism doesn't
work!”

Sacialism sounds good. But it slowly
wrecks lives.

“The Case for Capitalism”

I’ve failed! 1 make the case for free
markets. . . young people elect socialists!

What are they thinking? Do they even
think? Do they pay any attention to his-
tory? Or economics? Socialism aways
fails. Only markets create environments
that let people prosper.

“Getting the right environment—this
country's done it better than anyone else,”
says Steve Forbes in our full interview.
“Give people achanceto be creative, expe-
rience liberty, and humanity moves for-
ward.”

His magazine has made that point for
years.

“Youand | arefailures,” | tell him. “We've
tried to convince people about the bene-
fitsof freeenterprise. . . (Yet) they embrace
socialism,” believing “posts from people
like actor Mark Ruffalo: * Capitalism today
isfailing us, killing us, and robbing from
our children's future . .."”

“Capitalism has donejust the opposite!”
replies Forbes. “ Deaths from famines are
down 99 percent in the last 60 years. Stan-
dard of living, 10 times better than it was
50 years ago around the world.”
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Progressives call capitalism “immoral.”

“Capitalism, free enterprise, free mar-
kets, whatever you call it,” replies Forbes,
“isamoral system because success comes
from meeting the needs and wants of oth-
ers. .. Go to the old Soviet Union, to
Cuba, North Korea and compare oppor-
tunities. It's areason people want to come
here. They can flourish here whereas they
get crushed by regulation elsewhere.”

Free markets are also moral, he says,
because capitalists don't get rich by forc-
ing peopleto hand over money. Only gov-
ernments, employing police, tax collec-
tors, etc., can do that.

Capitalists get rich only if customers
voluntarily choose them.

Unless, of course, government getsin-
volved. If politicians grant favors or give
handouts to politically connected com-
panies (known as crony capitalism), the
market system breaks down.

Real free markets rely on mutual ben-
efit.

“Capitalismisaso humane,” adds Forbes.
“You may not love your neighbor, but you
sure want to sell to your neighbor. It gets
people working on a common objective,
even if they don't redlizeit.”

We have food on our table because farm-
ers, engineers, truck drivers, computer pro-
grammers, retailers and countless others
voluntarily cooperate to grow it, ship it,
refrigerate it and bring it to us.

Most will never meet, but markets en-
courage cooperation between strangers. To-
gether they create the abundance of goods
we take for granted.

“[Isit] aperfect system?’ asks Forbes.
“No. [But] it'saway of enabling human-

ity to move forward. It enhanceslife stan-
dards of everyone.”

Governments only rarely do that. Entre-
preneurs do it al the time.

Forbes gives examples like John Deere.

“Hewas ablacksmith in Vermont, had
a hard time making it.”

So he moved to Illinois where he no-
ticed farmers struggling with thick soil
that stuck to their iron plows. Every few
feet they had to stop and scrape dirt off.

Remembering polished steel needles
his seamstress mother used, Deere experi-
mented with steel blades until he invent-
ed the steel plow.

“Turned what seemed like worthless
soil into a breadbasket for theworld,” says
Forbes. “When markets are allowed to oper-
ate, they turn scarcity into abundance.”

Photography in the 1880s was expen-
sive, complicated and available mainly
to professionals.

Then George Eastman developed the
K odak camera, making photography sim-
pler and cheaper.

“He created this global company and ev-
eryone became a photographer.”

Loading cargo onto ships was slow,
expensive and prone to theft. A North
Carolinatrucker, Malcolm McL ean, grew
so bored waiting for cargo to be loaded
that he invented the shipping container.

“Sounds easy,” says Forbes, “but the
design took alot of effort. The cost of ship-
ping itemsfell as much as 95 percent. That
made it possible to develop elaborate sup-
ply chains. That makes it possible for peo-
ple to have supercomputers in the pam
of their hand.”

Capitalism, despiteits occasional greed
and excess, is the only system that lets
people prosper.

Scriptures to consider

Luke 8:11-14—"Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. Those by
the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the
word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. But the ones on
the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have
no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away. Now the ones
that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and are
choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity.”



