Church of God Big Sandy
ChurchofGodBigSandy.com
September 12, 2026 ¢ 1:00 p.m. * Sunset 7:31
Welcome to our guests
Members of the Church of God Big Sandy welcome all guests as we
worship on the Feast of Trumpets.
Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m. Jim Bald
Presentation study—2:00 Dave Havir

(also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader Neil Mclver
Pianist TBA
Offertory Musical selection
Scripture reading 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Sermon Anthony Kimmons
Quick takes
1. Dominos—Interested participants should contact Sue Jones.

2. Wednesday-night Bible study—September 16 at 7:00.

3. Day of Atonement—Monday, Sept. 21.

4. Feast of Tabernacles—Saturday, Sept. 26 through Saturday, Oct. 3. Our congregation will
be hosting Feast of Tabernacle celebrations at two sites — Big Sandy and Destin, Florida.
(In addition, friends in North Myrtle Beach, S.C., have asked Dave Havir to established
the speaking schedule for that Feast site.)

5. Edifying the Body—None this week.

6. Among Friends—“1 Peter 2:4-5 — Part 5 by Dave Havir

7. Eye on the World—None this week.

Prayer update

Update about Jayne Kemp: “Jayne continues to make forward progress. She was able to walk in
and out of her room. Her burn surgeon was able to discharge her from the intensive burn unit.
She was moved to a rehab hospital. The focus will be on intensive physical therapy to help her
regain mobility and rebuild the muscle strength she lost during prolonged immobility. They will
work with her to increase her food intake until she becomes accustomed to eating solid food.”



New prayer requests

On Friday while practicing his accompaniment with singer Bernice Burson in his home, Dixon
Cartwright suffered what appears to be a stroke. An ambulance came to his house. Mrs. Burson
took Linda Cartwright to the hospital where Mr. Cartwright was being transported. At the
hospital, Mr. Cartwright was having difficulty talking. When the doctors gave him medication,
his talking returned. The doctors diagnosed a blood clot in his brain, and scheduled surgery to
remove the clot.

Maxie Swanner of Big Sandy died on Sept. 7. Please remember the family in your prayers.

2026 Feast speaking schedules

. Big Sandy

Saturday, 9/26 Richard Crow
Sunday, 9/27 Rod Lewis
Monday, 9/28 Don Smith
Tuesday, 9/29 Ray Hall
Wednesday, 9/30 Anthony Kimmons
Thursday, 10/1 Anthony Kimmons
Friday, 10/2 Will Martin
Saturday, 10/3 Ken Lewis

. Destin, Florida
Saturday, 9/26 Ken Tate and Neal Parker
Sunday, 9/27 Dave Havir and Ramon Coleman
Monday, 9/28 Dave Havir and Steven Gibson
Tuesday, 9/29 Ben Franklin and Bill Crow
Wednesday, 9/30 Daniel Hammons and Ken Tate
Thursday, 10/1 Danny Miller and Neal Parker
Friday, 10/2 Neil Mclver and Bill Crow
Saturday, 10/3 Richard Crow

. North Myrtle Beach
Saturday, 9/26 Anthony Kimmons
Sunday, 9/27 Anthony Kimmons
Monday, 9/28 John Havir
Tuesday, 9/29 John Havir
Wednesday, 9/30 No services — family day
Thursday, 10/1 Dave Havir
Friday, 10/2 Dave Havir

Saturday, 10/3 Ralph Hanahan



“1 Peter 2:4-5 — Part 5”

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big Sandy's website
(churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of Sept. 12, 2026.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—At our Bible study on Wednesday night, I completed a five-part series
about 1 Peter 2:4-5 before the Day of Trumpets. From time to time through the years, I had
spoken about 1 Peter 2:4-5 by mainly concentrating upon three concepts mentioned there. (Those
three concepts were covered in this series as Parts 3, 4 and 5. But Parts 1 and 2 included
additional information added to this series.).

. Part 1 — “Christ was chosen by God to be a living stone.”

. Part 2 — “You are to be a living stone.”

. Part 3 — “You are being built up as a spiritual house.”

. Part 4 — “You are being built up as a holy priesthood.”

. Part 5 — “You are to offer spiritual sacrifices — acceptable to God.”
Holy priesthood

This article will focus upon part 5—“You are to offer spiritual sacrifices — acceptable to God.”

. 1 Peter 2:5—“You . . . are being built up . . . to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ.”

More important than offerings and sacrifices
. Mark 12:28—A scribe asked Christ: “Which is the first commandment of all?”
. Mark 12:29-31-Christ gave the instruction about loving God and loving neighbor.

. Mark 12:32-33-The scribe responded by saying that loving God and loving neighbor “is
more than all the whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

. Mark 12:34—Christ confirmed the scribe’s answer.

The burnt offerings and sacrifices were not as important in the New Testament.

Brief glimpse

At that point in the study, I wanted to take a quick glimpse at the subject of Old Testament
sacrifices and offerings. At that moment, I acknowledged that I am not an expert about Old
Testament sacrifices and offerings. The history of the subject can be interesting and even helpful

— but it is not necessary for the Christian walk. Jesus Christ is our temple, our High Priest and
our sacrifice.



I gathered some information about Old Testament sacrifices from gotquestions.org and other
sources. The sources said the following.

. There are five main types of sacrifices, or offerings, in the Old Testament. The first three
were voluntary sacrifices and the next two were mandatory sacrifices.

Three voluntary sacrifices

. The burnt offering was described as a voluntary act of worship to express devotion or
commitment to God. It was completely burned on the altar.

. The grain offering was described as a voluntary offering to express thanksgiving. The
fruit of the field was offered in the form of a cake or baked bread made of grain, fine flour, oil
and salt. It was accompanied by a drink offering (mentioning wine).

. The peace offering was described as a voluntary offering to express thanksgiving. An
unblemished animal was selected, along with various grains and breads. The high priest was
given the breast of the animal. The officiating priest was given the right foreleg. The offering was
also called a “wave offering” and a “heave offering” because pieces were waved or lifted over the
altar during the ceremony. Some other offerings mentioned in the Old Testament (vow offering,
thanksgiving offering and freewill offering) were classified as peace offerings.

Two mandatory sacrifices

. The sin offering was described as a mandatory offering for the purpose to atone for sin
and to cleanse from defilement. There were five possible elements of a sin offering.

A young bull was offered for the high priest.

A male goat was offered for a leader.

A female goat was offered for a common person.
A dove or pigeon was offered for a poor person.
Fine flour was offered for a very poor person.

. The trespass offering (not to be confused with the sin offering) was described as a
mandatory offering when a person unintentionally violated some of the Lord’s “holy” things.
(Holy things were described in various ways.) A ram was chosen. Most of the sacrificial animal
was burned and offered to God. The priests were able to eat some portions (while they were in
the sanctuary). A restitution was made, being described as “a full restitution and an extra 20%
(one fifth) as a fine.”

Looking ahead

There are scriptures in the Old Testament that were looking ahead to the New Covenant — even
as the Old Covenant was still in effect.

Following are four examples.

. 1 Samuel 15:22—Samuel asked: “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to
heed than the fat of rams.”

. Psalm 51:16-17-David said: “You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it. You do
not delight in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite
heart. These, Oh God, You will not despise.”



. Hosea 6:6—Hosea quoted the Lord saying: “For I desire mercy and not sacrifice, and the
knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.”

. Micah 6:6-7-Micah said: “With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself
before the High God? Shall I come before Him with burnt offerings? With calves a year old?
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 10,000 rivers of 0il?”

Mercy and not sacrifice

When the Son of God walked the earth, He quoted a saying from Hosea 6:6 on two occasions to
teach an important lesson.

. Matthew 9:10-11-When Christ ate with the people, the Pharisees asked His disciples:
“Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

. Matthew 9:12-13—Christ replied: “Those who are well have no need for a physician, but
those who are sick [need a physician]. Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy and not
sacrifice.” ”

. Matthew 12:7—After the Pharisees were criticizing Christ’s disciples (in verses 1-2), He
defended His disciples, and part of His response was found in verse 7: “If you had known what
this statement (‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice’) means, you would not have condemned the
innocent.”



