Book of Job — Part 1

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big Sandy's website,
(churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of October 17, 2026.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas--At our Bible study on Wednesday night, I began a new series that I expect to
last for five parts. The title of that presentation was “Book of Job — Part 1.”

There is much material written about the book of Job. One source said: “Set in the period of the
patriarchs, the book of Job tells the story of a man who loses everything (his wealth, his family and
his health) and wrestles with the question, ‘Why?’ ”

After the Bible study (which was transmitted online), a friend of mine on the East Coast sent me a
comment and asked a question: “I have seen your presentation on Job 3-4 times [over many years].
Just wondering why that one is so important to you?”

. Since the topic of suffering is an important subject for a believer, I seek to help people face
that topic in their lives.

. And it is my perspective that there is much mis-information about the book of Job among
people who read their Bibles (including people among Church of God congregations).

Five presentations

Following are the five anticipated parts of the series.

1. God Started the Trial — (chapters 1-3).

2. Job Responded to His 3 Friends — (chapters 4-31).

3. Elihu Confronted Job — (chapters 32-37).

4. God Confronted Job Twice — (chapters 38-41).

5. Comparison between Job 40:2 and Job 42:1-6.

Job in the Bible

. Job 1:1-“There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job.”

. Ezekiel 14:12-20—Even though Noah, Daniel and Job were in the land, they could only
deliver themselves by their righteousness. (Those three men were referenced four times in those nine

verses.)

. James 5:11-When James talked about the perseverance of Job, he also mentioned the
compassion and mercy of the Lord.

Two common misconceptions

In this study, I mentioned what I believe to be two common misconceptions about the book of Job.



. Many people say that the trials in Job’s life occurred because of Job’s sins. Wrong.
. Many people say that Job had a wonderful attitude through the Book of Job. Wrong again.

While Job’s initial attitude (in chapters one and two) was wonderful (even spectacular), the book has
40 additional chapters.

God started the trials

God started the trials — Satan did not start the trials.

. Job 1:8-The Lord said to Satan: “Have you considered My servant Job?”

. Job 2:3—-The Lord said to Satan: “Have you considered My servant Job?”
God did not start the trials because of Job’s sins.

. Job 1:1-Job was blameless, upright, one who feared God and shunned evil.

. Job 1:8—“There is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears
God and shuns evil.”

. Job 2:3—“There is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears
God and shuns evil. And he still holds fast to his integrity although you incited Me against him, to
destroy him without cause.”

Satan suggested details

. Job 1:11-Satan said: “Stretch out Your hand and touch all that he has, and he will surely
curse You to Your face!”

. Job 2:4-5—Satan said: “Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he will give for his life. Stretch
out Your hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will surely curse You to Your face!”

Approved details with restrictions

. Job 1:12-The Lord said: “Behold, all that he has is in your power; only do not lay a hand on
his person.”

. Job 2:6-The Lord said: “Behold, he is in your hand, but spare his life.”
Initial response was great

. Job 1:20-22—At that time, Job did not sin nor charge God with wrong.
. Job 2:10-At that time, Job did not sin with his lips.

Started complaining

. Job 42:7—Near the end of the book of Job, we learn that his three friends were a negative
influence upon him.

. Job 3:1-26—But Job’s frame of mind became negative — before the three friends started
talking in chapter 4.



Better than yours and mine

I am not seeking to paint Job as a horrible individual. His reaction was probably better than yours
and mine. But let us consider Job’s behavior.

. Job 33:9—Elihu heard Job say: “I am pure, without transgression. I am innocent and there is
no iniquity in me.”

Obviously, Job slipped into a bad frame of mind. But let’s think about the circumstances for a
moment.

Job could have said the following.
. “This trial did not start because of my sins.” True.
. “God started this trial.” True again.

Those two statements would not excuse Job’s reaction. But those two facts might help us understand
Job’s situation and might influence us to have a measure of compassion toward him.

Final thoughts

. Remember — It is true that God started Job’s trial.

. Remember — It is true that Job’s initial reaction was wonderful.

. Remember — Job’s reaction turned sour (extremely sour).

. Remember — Even though there was none like Job (Job 2:3), God helped Job to be closer to

Him.



