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Bible study and classes

Interactive study (1:00)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir
Bible study (2:00) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Neil McIver
Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright
Scripture reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Psalm 77:1–20
Music presentation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Paula Hughes

Quick takes

1. Welcome to guest singer—The congregation welcomes Paula Hughes to
our congregation. Today, Paula is scheduled to give a music presentation
during the sermon time at the 3:00 church service.

2. Anniversary cake for the Cartwrights—Dixon and Linda Cartwright celebrat-
ed their 50th wedding anniversary on Dec. 30. They invite you to join them
for some cake after the church service today.

3. Point of interest about possible inflated covid numbers—The case of a cou-
ple in the area being diagnosed with covid can serve to remind people about
how the number of cases can be inflated (either accidentally or deliberate-
ly). The husband has tested positive on three occasions, and the wife has
tested positive on two occasions.

Two people
But five positive tests

4. Reminders for attending—Here are some reminders for people who choose
to attend the church service in the building.

We do not provide masks or gloves. If these are important to you,
please bring your own.
We expect attendees to make good use of our spacious hall by spread-
ing out.
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5. Prayers for peaceful protesters—Please pray for the citizens who are ma-
turely and responsibly exercising their right of peaceful protest.

6. Prayers for victims—Please pray for the citizens who are suffering from the
criminals, mobs and thugs who are tormenting our country.

7. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “The BBC Calls Him the ‘Pales-
tinian Jesus’ ” by Jonathan Feldstein.

8. Among Friends—This week’s article is “All Eyes Are on the Great Reset” by
Dave Havir. (The weekly “Among Friends” article is usually only two pages
long. However, this week’s article is 33 pages long. Some of the material is
also included in this week’s “Eye on the World.” However, Mr. Havir noted that
some people don’t read “Eye on the World”—preferring to keep up with cur-
rent events through other sources. He wanted to make the material available
to those who regularly read “Among Friends”). Anyone in our extended con-
gregation who would like Mr. Havir to send a copy to you, please contact him
at the church address—P.O. Box 690, Big Sandy, Texas 75755.

9. Eye on the World—This week’s “Eye on the World” is 46 pages.

Prayer updates

Please remember to pray for the following people who live at home but are not able
to regularly attend our church service—Eli Benedict, Sonny Rosenberger,
Laura Moran, Annette Payne, Ronnie Shirley and Timberly Dunnam.

Please remember to pray for the following people who are rehabbing at Legend
Oaks Nursing Home in Gladewater—Ron Feaker and Elaine Holloway.

Jean Benedict reports that Eli had to deal with cellulitus on his left foot.This caused
itching and swelling. When Mr. Benedict took an antibiotic for four days, a rash reap-
peared. When Mrs. Benedict took him off the antibiotic, the rash disappeared.

Following his stroke and hospitalization, David Bonilla was moved to Christus Re-
hab Hospital. (He is in Room 134-B.) He and Becky greatly appreciate your prayers.

In last week’s bulletin, we mentioned that the double-bypass surgery of Mike
Kennebeck (of a local Church of God congregation) was postponed due to his
being diagnosed with covid. He is still waiting to hear about the new date for the
surgery. (His wife, Brenda, was also diagnosed with covid.)

Following are excerpts from a report on Dec. 23 (too late for last week’s bulletin) by
Hope Lindholm concerning her husband, Tim: “We just got off the phone with the
oncologist. He’s recommending to give Tim until mid-January to recover from chemo
and covid. At that point, another CT scan will occur to see the status of tumors. At
that time, future chemo will be discussed. He said tumors have shown some re-
sponse [shrinkage] to chemo. He reiterated that we are in the driver’s seat regard-
ing future treatment plans—which we really appreciate. Thank you for the prayers.”

In the Dec. 19 bulletin, we mentioned that Emma Lou Bacher of Plano was
diagnosed with covid-19. She is doing better.
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“The BBC Calls Him the ‘Palestinian Jesus’ ”

This article is from the “Edifying the Body” section of the Church of God Big
Sandy’s website, churchofgodbigsandy.com. It was posted for the weekend of Jan.
2, 2021. A version of the article was posted at townhall.com on Dec. 29, 2020.

By Jonathan Feldstein

JERUSALEM, Israel—In the year of
the pandemic, it’s no wonder that hor-
rible things continue to come back in

ways that are threatening and objectively
wrong. This year, maybe because of the
virus and people being stuck at home with
nothing better to do, a gross lie has resur-
faced as it does every year at this season, un-
dermining truth and the foundation of Ju-
daism and Christianity. 

Each year around Christmas, efforts to
propagate this malicious lie get stronger
and more brazen. It’s part of a slanderous
campaign of deception whose end goal is to
erase Jewish history from Israel, and Israel
from the map.

Denying origin of Christianity
Denying and trying to erase the central-

ity of Judaism to Israel and the State of Is-
rael is bad and ridiculous enough. But do-
ing so also denies the origin of Christianity
and is why Jews and Christians should be

alarmed and concerned.
This year, the ante was raised as the lie

was spread by none other than the BBC.
Yes, the British Broadcasting Corp., a glob-
al media entity that seems to never miss a
good opportunity to spread lies and malice
about Israel since the days of the good ol’
British occupation. 

Called Him a “Palestinian”
The BBC’s recent lie is a libel—of bibli-

cal proportions. So what did the BBC do
that was so egregious? In two different pro-
grams this month, it referred to Jesus as a
“Palestinian.” It’s a lie and complete distor-
tion of reality. 

The New Testament is unambiguous and
rich with accounts of Jesus being a Jew. It
describes his lineage, his participating in
countless Jewish rituals, debating and
preaching Jewish law, participating in wor-
ship in the Temple, and the Last Supper
being a Passover seder. When one propa-
gates the lie of Jesus being a Palestinian, it

New prayer requests

On Monday, Joyce Coleman is scheduled for cataract surgery on one eye. On the
following Monday (Jan. 11), she is scheduled for cataract surgery on the other eye.

Don and Michele Mischnick of the local United congregation recently tested
positive for covid. Mrs. Mischnick has pretty well recovered. But Mr. Mischnick is
reportedly struggling with pain, chills, fever, coughing and weakness.

Marie Covington of Center broke a hip and is anticipating to have a hip replacement.

Earl Roemer of Chugiak, Alaska, died Dec. 23. Please remember his family in
your prayers.

Eye on the World

An article by Mia Jankowicz titled “Spain Is Keeping a List of Everyone Who
Refuses a Covid-19 Vaccine and Will Share It With Other EU Countries” was
posted at businessinsider.com on Dec. 29, 2020.

Jan. 2, 2021
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is not just historically inaccurate but denies
the very foundation of Christianity. 

That really should be enough to disprove
and dispel the lie and prevent what one
would think of as rational people from spread-
ing it. But there is no shortage of people who
have no compunction about undermining
Christianity, much less advocating any hate-
ful story about the “Palestinians,” especially
if it’s one that discredits and blames others
for all their problems.

100 years after crucifixion
So, if the New Testament account were

not good enough to dispel the lie of “Jesus
the Palestinian,” historically there’s irrefut-
able evidence as well.

The fact is that it wasn’t until a century
after the crucifixion of Jesus, in the year
132, when the Jews fought Roman occupa-
tion (known as the Bar Kokhba Revolt),
that the term “Palestine” was applied to the
Land of Israel. Only after the Romans de-
feated the Jews in 135 did they rename the
Land of Israel “Palestina” to punish and hu-
miliate the Jews. The Romans hijacked the
proper Jewish (and biblical) name, Judea,
replacing it with the name of an ancient
enemy of the Jews as if to complete the van-
quishing of the Land and the People.

So, if the name “Palestine” came into be-
ing  only 100 years after his crucifixion, it is
not possible that Jesus was a Palestinian.
Period. Not only that, Jesus never would
have even heard that term. 

Palestinian national movement
What made the BBC think that this was

true, or maybe even knew it was a lie they
could get away with?

The reality is that, since the birth of the
PLO, marking the beginning of the Pales-
tinian national movement 56 years ago this
week, hijacking of truth (as well as used in
terrorism) has become part of the “Pales-
tinian” tradition. It’s also an appropriate tra-
dition that this lie is peddled around Christ-
mas, which is also the week of the PLO’s
birth in 1964.

The successor of the PLO that grants
“legitimacy” to their national aspiration, the
Palestinian Authority, gives voice to their

national aspiration, like the PLO, not by
building their own society but by under-
mining Israel and its legitimacy.

Accordingly, there’s very little that the
PA does from inciting, celebrating and fund-
ing terrorism to promoting the myth of Je-
sus as a Palestinian that is not meant to un-
dermine Israel.

Over the years, Palestinian Arab leaders
and the PA itself have referred to Jesus as:
“the first Palestinian,” a “Palestinian mes-
senger,” “the great-grandfather of the Pales-
tinian people” and, perhaps most egregious-
ly, “the first Palestinian martyr (shahid).”

Palestinian “terrorist”
By hijacking Jesus this way, they (unwit-

tingly) ascribe to Him characteristics of be-
ing a “Palestinian terrorist.” Indeed, the Ara-
bic shahid is commonly used posthumously
to “honor” those who have died in propagat-
ing terror or a broader Islamic jihad, or holy
war. It also represents someone who sacri-
ficed his or her life for his or her Islamic
beliefs and, in the Palestinian case, for fight-
ing Israel and murdering Israelis.

While they have no qualms about under-
mining Judaism and Christianity, they would
never have the audacity to call Jesus a Mos-
lem, because Islam didn’t come into exis-
tence until several hundred years after Je-
sus’crucifixion. And, while heresy against Ju-
daism and Christianity is just fine, they’d
never commit the heresy of calling Jesus
the first Moslem centuries before Moham-
med was even born.

Debunking the lie
I’ve written about this before, but the

BBC piling on to the “Palestinian Jesus”
myth brings the lie to a new low. If Pales-
tinian Arabs (and the PA) want to be taken
seriously, and equally seriously aspire to
build a culture and society of their own,
they would be well advised not to base their
claims on fundamental lies that serve only
to take down another society, not to men-
tion the two original, and biblically based,
monotheistic faiths and their adherents.

People of faith and good conscience need
to use every means and medium possible to
debunk the lie of the Palestinian Jesus.


