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Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wynn Skelton
Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . Scott Hoefker

(Also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Neil McIver
Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright
Scripture reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark 14:1-9
Sermon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Scott Hoefker

Quick takes

1. Interrelating with other congregations—Today, Dave Havir is giving a Bible study
and a sermon at a congregation in western Tennessee. Later tonight, members
of the congregation will have a game-night in their church-owned building.

2. Daylight-saving time—This is a reminder that daylight-saving time begins
tomorrow morning.

3. Wednesday-night Bible study on March 17 at 7:00—This study will be trans-
mitted live on our website and Facebook page.

4. Schedule for March 20—Following is the schedule for Saturday, March 20.

� Interactive study—1:00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir

� Bible study with music—2:00  . . . . . . . . . Neil McIver
(No live transmission)

� Church service—3:00  . . . . . . Sermon by Dave Havir

5. Memorial on Friday evening, March 26—The memorial of the suffering and
death of our Lord will begin at 7:30.

6. Church service on Saturday, March 27—The activities on this day will be our
normal Saturday schedule. Mardy Cobb will be a guest speaker.
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7. Traditional meal on Saturday evening, March 27—The traditional meal de-
picting deliverance from Egypt will begin at 6:00 p.m. Please sign up at the
Information Table.

8. First day of Unleavened Bread on Sunday, March 28—The activities that day
will include an interactive study at noon, a presentation study at 1:00 and a
church service at 2:00. Both the presentation study and church service will
be transmitted live on our website and Facebook page.

9. Seventh day of Unleavened Bread on Saturday, April 3—The activities that
day will include an interactive study at 1:00, a presentation study at 2:00 and
a church service at 3:00. Both the presentation study and church service will
be transmitted live on our website and Facebook page. There will be a pot-
luck meal at 4:00.

10. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “References to Passover in New
Testament” by Dave Havir.

11. Among Friends—This week’s article is “God Hardened Pharaoh’s Heart” by
Dave Havir.

12. Eye on the World—This week’s “Eye on the World” is 40 pages.

Prayer updates

Please remember to pray for the following people who live at home but are not
able to regularly attend our church service—Sonny Rosenberger, Laura Moran,
David Bonilla, Annette Payne, Ronnie Shirley and Timberly Dunnam.

Please remember to pray for the following people who are rehabbing at Legend
Oaks Nursing Home in Gladewater—Ron Feaker, Elaine Holloway and
Donna Weese.

Becky Bonilla is scheduled for rotator-cuff surgery on Thursday.

Last Sunday, Grace Kouniadis (sister of Laura Moran) had a portion of her right
leg removed above her knee. Her recovery has been helped by the efforts of Mrs.
Moran, Micky Voyce and Joshua Voyce. The family appreciates your prayers.

New prayer requests

On Thursday (March 4), Nancy Amburgey hurt the instep of her right foot. She
was anointed last Saturday at church. She appreciates your prayers.

Fran Hope of Tulsa, Okla., fell this week and was diagnosed with a break in her
left shoulder.

Renée Watkins of Spokane, Wash., has been treated for kidney failure. She
reported that she has also been diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma.

Gary Foster of Gladewater (brother of Morris Foster) died on March 10.
Please remember the family in your prayers.
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By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—Two weeks ago,
we talked about how the children of
Israel ended up in Egypt prior to their

famous deliverance. Last week, we focused
upon the lesson that Israel’s deliverance
from Egypt was certain.

This week, I want to talk about the con-
cept of Pharaoh’s heart becoming hardened.

Edifying interactive study
In last Saturday’s Interactive Bible study

before our church service, we had an inter-
esting discussion about the concept of God
“hardening” someone’s heart.
�One friend noted that God can “hard-

en” or “soften” a heart. But how does He do
that?
�Another friend noted that God certain-

ly knew how to “push Pharaoh’s buttons.”
The expression “push Pharaoh’s but-

tons” got  my attention. In fact, I shared an
experience with the group that I had in Wis-
consin when I was around 23 years old.

Remembering the nudge
A group of men were in the gym playing

basketball and our wives were having a
great time talking. After the game, the men
came out and began talking to our wives.

In the gym was a rope hanging from the
ceiling (designed to challenge students to
see how well they could climb). With my
friends that day I began to reminisce about
climbing a rope like that in my high-school
gym class—mentioning how I could climb
all the way to the top.

Well, one of the ladies said that she did-
n’t believe that I had done it. In a sense, she
challenged me. So I proceeded to climb the
rope and to smack the top of the gym.

To this day, I am so disappointed in my-
self that I allowed my friend to nudge me
(manipulate me) to climb that rope. Why
am I still disappointed today? I don’t like
people to be able to manipulate me. My
friend in the gym accidentally or deliber-

ately “pushed my buttons.”
But understand that I don’t blame her. I

blame me.

Pushing buttons is easy
Have you ever noticed how easy it is to

push the buttons of people?
� Some people push buttons in a nega-

tive way. (The apostle Paul said we shouldn’t
provoke people to wrath.)
� Some people push buttons in a harm-

less way to create humor. (Some people en-
joy that kind of humor and others do not.)
�Many people seek to push buttons in

an effort to edify and to inspire others.
If we as flawed people can sometimes

successfully push people’s buttons, can we
recognize that the Creator God can perfect-
ly push buttons?

I had free will
When Bible students discuss the subject

of God hardening Pharaoh’s heart, they gen-
erally get around to discussing the subject
of “free will.”

When God hardened Pharaoh’s heart, did
He take away Pharaoh’s free will?

Allow me to return to the interactive Bi-
ble study and the story that I shared. After I
told my story about my friend pushing my
buttons to nudge me to climb that rope in
the gym, one of my friends in the study
asked a good question.

My friend in the study asked something
like this: “When the lady in the gym pushed
your button to nudge you to climb that
rope, did you give up your free will?”

I answered: No.

Did Pharaoh have free will?
When my friend nudged me to climb

that rope, I had the free will to say no.
When God nudged Pharaoh to respond to
Moses, I don’t believe that Pharaoh had the
same opportunity of free will.
� It is my perspective that God does not

generally micromanage a situation like He

“God Hardened Pharaoh’s Heart”

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big Sandy’s
website, churchofgodbigsandy.com. It was posted for the weekend of March 13, 2021.
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did with the Passover and the Exodus.
� But because I believe that God was

determined to create the ultimate outcome
of the Passover and of the Exodus, I don’t
see Pharaoh having the same free will that
we generally have the opportunity to express.

In Exodus 9:16 (which the apostle Paul
quoted in Romans 9:17), God told Moses
about His purpose for Pharaoh.

Exodus 9:16—“But indeed for this pur-
pose I have raised you up, that I may show
My power in you, and that My name may
be declared in all the earth.”

Determining the outcome
�God told Moses early.
Exodus 4:21—“And the LORD said to Mos-

es, ‘When you go back to Egypt, see that you
do all those wonders before Pharaoh which I
have put in your hand. But I will harden his
heart, so that he will not let the people go.’ ”
�Moses warned Pharaoh with words.
Exodus 7:3—“And I will harden Pha-

raoh’s heart, and multiply My signs and My
wonders in the land of Egypt.”
�Moses warned Pharaoh with a miracle.
Exodus 7:13—“And Pharaoh’s heart

grew hard, and he did not heed them, as the
LORD had said.
� 1st plague—water became blood.
Exodus 7:14—So the LORD said to Mos-

es: ‘Pharaoh’s heart is hard; he refuses to let
the people go.’ ”

Exodus 7:22—“Then the magicians of
Egypt did so with their enchantments; and
Pharaoh’s heart grew hard, and he did not
heed them, as the LORD had said.”
� 2nd plague—frogs.
Exodus 8:15—“But when Pharaoh saw

that there was relief, he hardened his heart
and did not heed them, as the LORD had said.”
� 3rd plague—lice.
Exodus 8:19—“Then the magicians said

to Pharaoh, ‘This is the finger of God.’ But
Pharaoh’s heart grew hard, and he did not
heed them, just as the LORD had said.”
� 4th plague—swarm of flies.
Exodus 8:32—“But Pharaoh hardened his

heart at this time also; neither would he let
the people go.”
� 5th plague—livestock disease.
Exodus 9:7—“Then Pharaoh sent, and in-

deed, not even one of the livestock of the Is-
raelites was dead. But the heart of Pharaoh be-
came hard, and he did not let the people go.”
� 6th plague—boils.
Exodus 9:12—“But the LORD hardened

the heart of Pharaoh; and he did not heed them,
just as the LORD had spoken to Moses.”
� 7th plague—hail.
Exodus 9:34-35—“And when Pharaoh

saw that the rain, the hail, and the thunder
had ceased, he sinned yet more; and he
hardened his heart, he and his servants. So
the heart of Pharaoh was hard; neither would
he let the children of Israel go, as the LORD
had spoken by Moses.”
� 8th plague—locusts.
Exodus 10:1—“Now the LORD said to Mos-

es, ‘Go in to Pharaoh; for I have hardened his
heart and the hearts of his servants, that I may
show these signs of Mine before him.’ ”

Exodus 10:20—“But the LORD hardened
Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the chil-
dren of Israel go.”
� 9th plague—darkness.
Exodus 10:27—“But the LORD hard-

ened Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not let
them go.”
� 10th plague—death of firstborn.
Exodus 11:10—“So Moses and Aaron did

all these wonders before Pharaoh; and the
LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not
let the children of Israel go out of his land.”

Exodus 13:15—“And it came to pass, when
Pharaoh was stubborn about letting us go,
that the LORD killed all the firstborn in the
land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and
the firstborn of beast.”
� Heading toward the sea.
Exodus 14:4—“ ‘Then I will harden Pha-

raoh’s heart, so that he will pursue them; and
I will gain honor over Pharaoh and over all
his army, that the Egyptians may know that
I am the LORD.’And they did so.”

Exodus 14:8—“And the LORD hardened
the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he
pursued the children of Israel; and the chil-
dren of Israel went out with boldness.”

Exodus 14:17—“And I indeed will hard-
en the hearts of the Egyptians, and they
shall follow them. So I will gain honor over
Pharaoh and over all his army, his chariots,
and his horsemen.”


