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Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m.  . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir
Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Neil McIver

(Also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Neil McIver
Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright
Scripture reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Revelation 21:1–7
Sermon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir

Quick takes

1. Thank you—Thank you to the coordinators for the three Feast sites that
were sponsored by our congregation.

� Big Sandy Ron and Linda Avey
� Destin Ken and Janice Tate
� North Myrtle Beach Lyle and Kathy Kerby

2. Thank you—Thank you to those who helped the coordinators by serving at
our Feast sites.

3. Wednesday-night Bible study on Oct. 6—The next Wednesday-night Bible
study is scheduled for Oct. 6.

4. Please remember to pray for the following people who are not able to regu-
larly attend our church service.

� Mickey Ashcraft � Ruth Roe
� David and Becky Bonilla � Sonny Rosenberger
� Timberly Dunnam � Ronnie Shirley
� Elaine Holloway � Elaine Townsend
� Laura Moran � Donna Weese
� Annette Payne
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5. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “America Has Become More
Secular and Less Free” by Dennis Prager.

6. Among Friends—This week’s article is “Feast of Tabernacles” by Dave Havir.

7. Eye on the World—This week’s “Eye on the World” is 21 pages.

Prayer updates

Here is an update concerning Laura Moran. On Thursday, the doctors had a
consultation with the family. Each doctor wanted to focus on palliative care due
to the following reasons—(1) fluid in her lungs, (2) her oxygen level and (3) bed-
sores that are not expected to heal. However, the family wanted to continue acute
care due to the following reasons—(1) she communicates to family her desire to
get better, (2) she has come through every challenge so far, and (3) the family
believes she is not suffering.

On Sept. 14, Herman Stevenson (husband of Dorothy Stevenson) returned
home from a rehab facility. Mrs. Stevenson was able to attend the Feast of
Tabernacles because she arranged for someone to be with him during the
church services. (She was disappointed that she could not attend the Day of
Atonement when the person scheduled to sit with her husband unexpectedly
could not fulfill the assignment.) She may not be able to attend today.

In the Sept. 18 bulletin, we mentioned that Mario Guerra of St. Louis, Mo. (hus-
band of Cathy and brother-in-law of Carol Bald), was diagnosed with AVM
(arteriovenous malformation, an abnormal connection between arteries and veins,
usually in the brain or spine). On Monday (Sept. 27), a doctor inserted a perma-
nent shunt to deal with the drain in his brain. At the time, Cathy reported: “There
is a window of opportunity for cognitive recovery, and it would be better for him
to start rehab sooner than later.” He continues to improve, and the family is antic-
ipating a move to a rehab facility in the near future.

New prayer requests

Please remember to pray for the individuals (in your family and neighborhood)
who have been diagnosed with covid.

Evelyn Ritenbaugh of Charlotte, N.C., died on Sept. 20. Please remember her
husband, John, and the rest of the family in your prayers.

Michael Mahfood of Tyler died on Sept. 21. Please remember the family in
your prayers.

Bill Hardwick of Big Sandy died on Sept. 23. Please remember the family in
your prayers.

Evelyn Nicks of Lexington, Tenn., died on Sept. 24. Please remember her hus-
band, James, and the rest of the family in your prayers.
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“Feast of Tabernacles”

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big Sandy’s
website, churchofgodbigsandy.com. It was posted for the weekend of Oct. 2, 2021.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—Many of my Chris-
tian friends just concluded their ob-
servance of the Feast of Tabernacles.

Although the Old Testament description
of the celebration (Leviticus 23:33-43) in-
volved physical offerings and physical booths,
my New Testament Christian friends love
keeping the Feast of Tabernacles with the
New Testament perspective—revolving
around the Son of God.

Tabernacle and priesthood
Bible students are aware that the subjects

of the tabernacle and the priesthood are
connected.

Instructions in the Old Testament about
the tabernacle were given in Exodus 25-27,
and instructions about the priesthood were
given in Exodus 28-30.

It is noteworthy that the book of Hebrews
also discusses the tabernacle and the priest-
hood—although the author of the book revers-
es the order in which they are discussed.

Information in the New Testament about
the priesthood was given in Hebrews 2-8,
and information about the tabernacle was
given in Hebrews 8-9.

The rest of the book of Hebrews discuss-
es the “therefore”—meaning the behavior
that the children of God should display be-
cause of the spiritual tabernacle and the true
High Priest.
�Hebrews 10:19-25—“Therefore . . .”
�Hebrews 12:1-2—“Therefore . . .”
�Hebrews 13:12-16—“Therefore . . .”

Old Testament meeting place
In the Old Testament, God met with the

children of Israel at the tabernacle of meeting.
Exodus 25:8—“And let them make Me

a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.”
Exodus 25:22—“And there I will meet

with you, and I will speak with you from above
the mercy seat, from between the two cheru-
bim which are on the ark of the Testimony,

about everything which I will give you in com-
mandment to the children of Israel.”

Exodus 29:42-43, 45—“This shall be a
continual burnt offering throughout your
generations at the door of the tabernacle of
meeting before the LORD, where I will meet
you to speak with you. And there I will
meet with the children of Israel, and the
tabernacle shall be sanctified by My glory
. . . I will dwell among the children of Israel
and will be their God.”

Tabernacle and High Priest
The Son of God is the tabernacle and the

High Priest.
John 2:19-21—“Jesus answered and said

to them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three
days I will raise it up.’Then the Jews said, ‘It
has taken forty-six years to build this temple,
and will You raise it up in three days?’But He
was speaking of the temple of His body.”

Hebrews 8:1-2—“Now this is the main point
of the things we are saying: We have such a
High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of
the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a
Minister of the sanctuary and of the true taber-
nacle which the Lord erected, and not man.”

Hebrews 9:11—“But Christ came as High
Priest of the good things to come, with the
greater and more perfect tabernacle not made
with hands, that is, not of this creation.”

Built miniature tabernacles
At the Old Testament Feast of Taberna-

cles, the children of Israel built booths.
Leviticus 23:42-43—“You shall dwell in

booths for seven days. All who are native
Israelites shall dwell in booths, that your gen-
erations may know that I made the children of
Israel dwell in booths when I brought them out
of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.”

Nehemiah 8:14—“And they found writ-
ten in the Law, which the LORD had com-
manded by Moses, that the children of Israel
should dwell in booths during the feast of the
seventh month.” 



4 / Announcements Oct. 2, 2021

Now we are the tabernacle
At the New Testament Feast of Taberna-

cles, the children of God realize that they
are the tabernacle.

1 Corinthians 3:16-17—“Do you not
know that you are the temple of God and
that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If any-
one defiles the temple of God, God will
destroy him. For the temple of God is holy,
which temple you are.”

1 Corinthians 6:19-20—“Or do you not
know that your body is the temple of the Holy
Spirit who is in you, whom you have from
God, and you are not your own? For you were
bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your
body and in your spirit, which are God’s.”

2 Corinthians 5:1—“For we know that
if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed,
we have a building from God, a house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”

2 Corinthians 6:16—“And what agree-
ment has the temple of God with idols? For
you are the temple of the living God. As
God has said: ‘I will dwell in them and
walk among them. I will be their God, and
they shall be My people.’ ”

Ephesians 2:19-22—“Now, therefore, you
are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fel-
low citizens with the saints and members of
the household of God, having been built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus
Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in
whom the whole building, being joined togeth-
er, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in
whom you also are being built together for a
dwelling place of God in the Spirit.”

1 Peter 2:4-5—“Coming to Him as to a
living stone, rejected indeed by men, but cho-
sen by God and precious, you also, as living
stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

2 Peter 1:13-14—“Yes, I think it is right,
as long as I am in this tent, to stir you up by
reminding you, knowing that shortly I must
put off my tent, just as our Lord Jesus
Christ showed me.”

God tabernacles with us
Since members of our congregation real-

ize that we are the tabernacle, we do not
build any small physical tabernacle.

�We are tabernacles.
�We tabernacle with other children of

God.
�More importantly, our heavenly Fa-

ther and the Son of God tabernacle with us.

Old Testament desire
In the Old Testament, God made it clear

that He wanted to dwell among His people.
Leviticus 26:11-12—“I will set My tab-

ernacle among you, and My soul shall not
abhor you. I will walk among you and be
your God, and you shall be My people.”

New Testament desire
In the New Testament, the Son of God

revealed His commitment to be among the
children of God.

Philippians 2:5-8—“Let this mind be in
you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, be-
ing in the form of God, did not consider it rob-
bery to be equal with God, but made Himself
of no reputation, taking the form of a bond-
servant, and coming in the likeness of
men. And being found in appearance as a man,
He humbled Himself and became obedient to
the point of death, even the death of the cross.”

Ultimate fulfillment
Many children of God enjoy using the

Feast days as a yearly reminder of the plan
of God.

Many children of God are looking for-
ward to the ultimate fulfillment of the plan
of God.

Revelation 21:1-4—“Now I saw a new
heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven
and the first earth had passed away. Also
there was no more sea. Then I, John, saw
the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as
a bride adorned for her husband. And I
heard a loud voice from heaven saying,
‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men,
and He will dwell with them, and they shall
be His people. God Himself will be with
them and be their God. And God will wipe
away every tear from their eyes; there shall
be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying.
There shall be no more pain, for the former
things have passed away.’ ”


