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Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m.  . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir
Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir

(Also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ron Avey
Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright
Scripture reading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Matthew 6:25–34
Sermon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir

Quick takes

1. Please remember to pray for the following people who are not able to regu-
larly attend our church service.

Mickey Ashcraft Ruth Roe
David and Becky Bonilla Sonny Rosenberger
Timberly Dunnam Ronnie Shirley
Elaine Holloway Elaine Townsend
Annette Payne Donna Weese

2. Wednesday-night Bible study on April 13—Everyone is invited.

3. Memorial on Thursday evening—Our congregation will be hosting the me-
morial of the suffering and death of the Son of God on Thursday, April 14, at
7:30 p.m.

Christ, our Passover—1 Corinthians 5:7
“Night He was betrayed”—1 Corinthians 11:23
New Testament symbols—John 13:1-17
Foot-washing, pans provided—Please bring a towel
New Testament symbols—1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Atmosphere—sorrow and happiness
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4. Commemorating the time of Christ’s death—April 15
Friday at 3:00 p.m.

5. Traditional meal on Friday evening—April 15
Traditional meal—depicting deliverance from Egypt
Remember the Old Testament history—gathering in homes
Old Testament history and spiritual applications

6. Small gathering in building on April 15—Although many of you may be having a
meal in your homes, we will also be hosting the traditional meal in our building.

The meal starts at 6:30 p.m.
Linda Avey and Lisa Smith are organizing the food.

7. First day of Unleavened Bread on April 16—Here is the schedule.
Noon—Enjoying unleavened treats
1:00—Interactive Bible study
2:00—Presentation study by Dave Havir
3:00—Church service with sermon by Reg Killingley

8. Remember the timing of Christ’s resurrection—April 18
Three days and three nights after His death

9. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “Thomas Sowell: Monument to
Intelligent Insight” by John Dale Dunn.

10. Among Friends—This week’s article is “Exodus 12:42” by Dave Havir.

11. Eye on the World—This week’s “Eye on the World” is 30 pages. (This edition
has eight articles and 178 headlines.)

Sorrow and happiness

Why do disciples feel sorrow on the night commemorating the suffering and death
of our Lord?

Why do disciples feel happiness on the night commemorating the suffering and
death of our Lord?

1. We realize that the Son of God suffered and died for each of us.Yes, He suf-
fered and died for humanity. But He died for the person sitting in your chair.
On one hand, we feel horrible that our thoughts, actions and habits con-
tributed to His suffering and death. Yet, on the other hand, we feel ecstatic
that He willingly chose to be our Passover Sacrifice.

2. Upon further reflection, we remember another important ingredient—Three
days and three nights following the death of the Son, the Father raised the
Son from the tomb. Although the disciples at the Son’s death could not fully
comprehend what was to occur, disciples in 2022 have the benefit of history.

Thought for the week

When you can’t find the sunshine, be the sunshine.
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Exodus 12:42

This article is from the “Edifying the Body” section of the Church of God Big
Sandy’s website, churchofgodbigsandy.com. It was posted for the weekend of
April 9, 2022.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—At our Bible study
on Wednesday night, I gave a pre-
sentation titled “Exodus 12:42.” I want

to share some of my comments in this article.

The power of Exodus 12:42
Like most of my friends, I am highly

invested in the meaning of Exodus 12:42. I
have had the opportunity to rehearse the
meaning of that verse for 50 years.

When we were younger, my wife and
I usually hosted guests in our home on that
evening.

Occasionally, there were times when
we were guests in a friend’s home.

After our congregation built our church
building 23 years ago, we have participated
in gatherings in our building. Sometimes
the gathering involved more than 100 peo-
ple and at other times the gathering in-
volved a cozy group of 20 people.

This year, we are scheduled to have
another cozy gathering in our building on
Friday evening, April 15—reflecting upon
the Son of God as our Passover Lamb (1
Corinthians 5:7) being offered at 3:00 p.m.

Not the Jewish Seder
Someone could ask: Since you accept the

Son of God as your Passover Lamb, why
have you kept the ceremonial dinner called
the Jewish Seder?

My answer: My wife and I don’t keep
the ceremonial dinner called the Jewish Se-
der. Quite frankly, I don’t even know the
details of the ceremonial dinner.

Description, not a proper name
Since I often share my perspective with

my friends, they are aware that I don’t like
the “title” that many of my friends give to
the event mentioned in Exodus 12:42.

Most of my friends call the event “the
night to be much observed.”

Where do they get that phrase? The phrase
is mentioned in Exodus 12:42 in the King
James Version of the Bible. (More about
that later.)

Notice some logical conclusions about
that phrase.

That phrase is not a title.
That phrase is an action statement.
That phrase was a description, a goal,

a target and an approach.
Someone could say: “What’s the differ-

ence?”
Let me give you two clear examples.

Do you call your wedding anniversary
“the day to be much observed”?

Most would say: “But our wedding anni-
versary is a day to be much observed.”

Absolutely!
Your wedding anniversary is certainly a

day to be much observed—but it is called
your wedding anniversary.

Do you call the Day of Pentecost “the
day to be much observed”?

Most would say: “The Day of Pentecost
is a day to be much observed.”

Absolutely!
The Day of Pentecost is certainly a day

to be much observed—but it is called the
Day of Pentecost.

What event is being described?
Should the event of Exodus 12:42 be

called the Passover or the first day of Un-
leavened Bread?

That depends on how a Bible student ex-
plains a phrase in Exodus 12:6 (“in the eve-
ning”)—also called “between the two eve-
nings” and “at twilight.”

Exodus 12:6—“Now you shall keep it
until the fourteenth day of the same month.
Then the whole assembly of the congrega-
tion of Israel shall kill it at twilight.”

When is the twilight?
Is it the early 14th?
Is it the later 14th?
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Let me ask you a question: Will you be suc-
cessful in showing maturity and godly love?

Romans 14:12-13—“So then each of us
shall give account of himself to God. There-
fore let us not judge one another anymore, but
rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling
block or a cause to fall in our brother’s way.”

For most people, the history of the Old
Testament Passover does not affect the fol-
lowing two important New Testament facts.

Many disciples (who have different per-
spectives about the Old Testament history
of Exodus 12) observe the memorial of the
suffering and death of the Son of God on
the same night—on the night picturing when
the Son of God was betrayed.

Many disciples (who have different per-
spectives about the Old Testament history
of Exodus 12) observe the memorial of the
suffering and death of the Son of God with
the same three symbols—foot-washing, bro-
ken bread and a little wine.

Let me ask you another question: Will
you be successful to avoid a mistake made
by Christ’s disciples?

Luke 22:23-24—“Then they began to
question among themselves, which of them
it was who would do this thing [to betray
the Son of God]. Now there was also a dis-
pute among them, as to which of them
should be considered the greatest.”

Coming out of Egypt
Let’s spend the rest of the article focus-

ing on the meaning of Exodus 12:42.
Let’s notice Exodus 12:42 in nine Bible

translations.

Night to be much observed
King James Version—“It is a night to be

much observed unto the LORD for bringing
them out from the land of Egypt: this is that
night of the LORD to be observed of all the
children of Israel in their generations.”

New American Standard Bible—“It is a
night to be observed for the LORD for hav-
ing brought them out from the land of
Egypt; this night is for the LORD, to be ob-
served by all the sons of Israel throughout
their generations.”

New King James Version—“It is a night
of solemn observance to the LORD for

bringing them out of the land of Egypt.
This is that night of the LORD, a solemn
observance for all the children of Israel
throughout their generations.”

The Lord kept watch
Revised Standard Version—“It was a

night of watching by the LORD, to bring them
out of the land of Egypt; so this same night
is a night of watching kept to the LORD by
all the people of Israel throughout their
generations.”

James Moffatt Translation—“It was a
night when the Eternal was on the watch to
bring them out of Egypt, a when all Israel-
ites must keep watch for the Eternal, age
after age.”

Lord watched, we watch
The Holy Scriptures According to the

Masoretic Text—“It was a night of watch-
ing unto the LORD for bringing them out from
the land of Egypt; this same night is a night
of watching unto the LORD for all the chil-
dren of Israel throughout their generations.”

New International Version—“Because
the LORD kept vigil that night to bring them
out of Egypt, on this night all the Israelites
are to keep vigil to honour the LORD for the
generations to come.”

God’s Word Translation—“That night the
LORD kept watch to take them out of Egypt.
(All Israelites in future generations must
keep watch on this night, since it is dedi-
cated to the LORD.)

Contemporary English Version—“On that
night the LORD kept watch for them, and on
the same night each year Israel will always
keep watch in honor of the LORD.”

Not bondage, true liberty
Here are a few extra scriptures about es-

caping bondage and experiencing true liberty.
Exodus 20:1-17
Levicitus 26:11-13
Psalm 105:23-29
Luke 4:18
2 Corinthians 11:20
Galatians 2:4
Galatians 5:1-15
Jude 4
2 Peter 2:19-22


