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BIBLE STUDIES

Interactive study—1:00 p.m. Dixon Cartwright
Presentation study—2:00 Neil McIver

(Also transmitted live)

ORDER OF SERVICE

Song leader Neil McIver
Pianist Dixon Cartwright
Scripture reading Ecclesiastes 7:11-29
Sermon Reg Killingley

QUICK TAKES

1.  Update on church equipment—As we mentioned in the previous two 
bulletins, it was thought that Dave Havir and Dixon Cartwright might 
have each lost a computer in the lightning storm that hit the building 
on July 22. However, Mr. Cartwright’s is scheduled to be repaired by a 
store in Longview and Mr. Havir’s was repaired on Thursday in 
Mississippi. (Mr. Havir met Anthony Kimmons in Monroe, La., on 
Wednesday to deliver his computer to Mr. Kimmons—who fixed it on 
Thursday so it would be ready for Mr. Havir to pick it up on his way 
home from a church visit this weekend.)

2.  Pastor’s trip—Today, Dave Havir is visiting a congregation in 
Western Tennessee—to give a Bible study and sermon in the afternoon 
and to enjoy a family game-night in the evening. (Many members of 
this congregation serve at the Feast site in Destin.)

3.  Traveling speakers—We are pleased to announce the following 
traveling speakers coming to our congregation.

•  Aug. 13 Blake Silverstein
•  Aug. 20 Wynn Skelton

4.  Wednesday-night Bible study—Following is the upcoming schedule 
for the Wednesday-night Bible studies.

•  Last Wednesday Wynn Skelton 
•  Aug. 10 Neil McIver



•  Last Wednesday Wynn Skelton 
•  Aug. 10 Neil McIver
•  Aug. 17 Wynn Skelton
•  Aug. 24 Wynn Skelton

5.  Feast housing—If you have not yet made your housing reservations 
for the Feast of Tabernacles in Destin and North Myrtle Beach, we 
strongly recommend that you do so at this time.

6.  Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “The Point of No Return” 
by Thomas Sowell.

7.  Among Friends—This week’s article is “The Thankful Leper” by Dave 
Havir.

8.  Eye on the World—Due to a busy schedule and impaired 
equipment, this week’s “Eye on the World” is only 10 pages. (This 
edition has one short article and 74 headlines.)

PRAYER UPDATES

Timberly Dunnam reports that she had days a number of days with 
lower back pain and kidney-stone pain.

Dorothy Jones reports that she had another week where she was 
exhausted. She is wisely staying out of the heat.

On Tuesday, Ruth Roe had a successful colonoscopy. (Jean Benedict 
provided transportation.)

NEW PRAYER REQUESTS

Teresa Freeman of Penhook, Va., has been diagnosed with breast 
cancer. (She serves in the congregation where her husband, David, is 
the pastor.)

Chuck Calahan of Tyler has been diagnosed with covid.

Mark Weiss requests prayers for his father (Ed Weiss) who has been 
having trouble breathing. When the father recently went to an 
emergency room, the tests revealed that he has a strong heart and 
that is apparently not the issue. 

A THOUGHT WITH A TWIST

“If I agreed with you, we’d both be wrong.”



✩✩✩✩✩
The Thankful Leper

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God 
Big Sandy’s website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the 
weekend of Aug. 6, 2022.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—You probably heard the story about the thankful 
leper. While Bible students often review the story around the national 
holiday called Thanksgiving, we should appreciate this story every day 
of the year.

Let’s review the story found in Luke 17:11-19.

Lepers asked for healing

As Jesus was making His Way to Jerusalem, He passed through 
Samaria and Galilee (verse 11).

As He entered a village in that area, He saw 10 lepers who were 
keeping their distance from the crowd (verse 12).

There are a number of verses in the Bible that show that lepers kept 
themselves isolated from the general populace.

Leviticus 13:46—“He shall be unclean. All the days he has the sore 
he shall be unclean. He is unclean, and he shall dwell alone; his 
dwelling shall be outside the camp.”

Numbers 5:2-4—“ ‘Command the children of Israel that they put out 
of the camp every leper, everyone who has a discharge, and whoever 
becomes defiled by a corpse. You shall put out both male and female; 
you shall put them outside the camp, that they may not defile their 
camps in the midst of which I dwell.’ And the children of Israel did so, 
and put them outside the camp; as the Lord spoke to Moses, so the 
children of Israel did.”

When the lepers saw Jesus, they asked Him to help them (Luke 



17:13).

To the priest

The response that Jesus gave to the lepers makes more sense when 
people look at a little history.

Jesus responded by instructing the lepers to go to the priest (verse 
14).

Why did they have to go to the priest?

Let’s go back to Luke 5.

Jesus came upon a man who was “full of leprosy” (verse 12). When 
the man asked Jesus if He would heal him, the Messiah replied: “I 
will” (verse 13). And immediately the leprosy departed from him (also 
verse 13).

At that moment, Jesus gave two instructions to the man (verse 14).

•  “Don’t tell anyone about this.”

•  “Show yourself to the priest. Offer a gift as Moses commanded, and 
he will acknowledge that you have been healed.”

Leviticus 14:2-3—“This shall be the law of the leper for the day of his 
cleansing: He shall be brought to the priest. And the priest shall go out 
of the camp, and the priest shall examine him . . . “

If the leprosy was healed, the rest of the chapter (Leviticus 14:4-57) 
gave explicit details.

Thankful Samaritan

Back to the story in Luke 17, we see that verse 14 tells us that “as 
they went, they were cleansed.”

One of the 10 healed lepers turned back toward Christ and glorified 
God with a loud voice (verse 15).

But he did more than that. He fell down at Christ’s feet and gave 
thanks (verse 16).



It is interesting to note that this thankful leper was a Samaritan (also 
verse 16).

As you might remember, it was not common for Jewish people and 
Samaritans to have dealings with each other (John 4:9).

At that point (in verse 17) Christ asked: “Where are the other nine?” 
Only this Samaritan returned to give glory to God (verse 18).


