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Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m.  . . . . . . . . Bruce Graham
Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark Weiss

(Also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark Weiss
Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright
Scripture reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Psalm 1:1–6
Sermon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Neil McIver

Quick takes

1. Pastor’s travel—Today, Dave Havir is accomplishing two goals. At 11:00
a.m., he will be officiating at the life celebration for Emma Lou Bacher in
Dallas. At 2:00 p.m., he will be giving a sermon at a sister congregation in
Hurst (near Fort Worth).

2. Wednesday-night Bible study—Dec. 6 at 7:00

3. Special interactive discussion and lunch next Saturday

David Eishen will be leading a discussion about the book The Great
Taking by David Rogers Webb.

The book discusses a scenario where the financial elite confiscate
the various streams of finances.

Mr. Webb theorizes that this was done once before (during the Great
Depression) and will soon happen again.

Melodee Eishen has offered to prepare lunch for attendees.
Including lunch, the event will last from 11:00 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.
(This discussion will not be transmitted on the Internet.)

4. Save the date—The East Texas Barn Dance and Chili Supper is scheduled
in Gladewater on Dec. 30 at 6:00 p.m.
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5. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “How to Fix Our Broken Culture” by
Star Parker.

6. Among Friends—This week’s article is “2 Corinthians 11:20” by Dave Havir.

7. Eye on the World—An excerpt of a long article (of 49 pages).

Prayer updates

In last week’s bulletin, we mentioned that Gavin Forrestier (10-year-old son of
Clay and Mindy Forrestier) was scheduled for a doctor’s appointment about
a growth behind his ear. Mr. Forrestier reported: “Good news—it is a benign
tumor (‘pleomorphic adenoma’). Bad news—it will require a very complicated
and extensive surgery that has to be done as soon as possible (by a very spe-
cialized surgeon from the cancer center). The tumor is located directly over the
facial nerve. Thank you all for the continued prayers.”

Bea Gusner had a busy week. After a homeopathy appointment on Monday, her
breathing improved. On Wednesday, her rheumatologist considered that she might
have gout. On Thursday, her pulmonologist recommended that she see a cardi-
ologist (which is now scheduled on Dec. 14). On Friday, she had physical therapy.

In the Nov. 18 bulletin, we mentioned that Becky Bonilla continues to lack ener-
gy.Yesterday, she added that she has fluid buildup, and her legs are swollen. She
has been trying to schedule an appointment with a cardiologist, but he said the
first opening is in January.

Ruth Roe is recovering at the Legend Oaks nursing home in Gladewater. She
is in good spirits. She says the staff is caring for her well. She enjoys FaceTiming
with her children in the States, in Germany and in Italy. She is looking forward to
going home to her cat.

On Monday, Dave McLearen had a TEE cardioversion (which is a transesopha-
geal echocardiogram, where they go through the mouth to look at the back side
the heart). Mr. McLearen reported: “The echo showed no clots on the backside of
the heart. They also shocked my heart. A single shock put me back in rhythm, at
least for now. But it hurt. My chest feels like a sledge hit me.” On Tuesday, Mr.
McLearen made a visit to an ER where X-rays showed fluid in his lungs. He was
able to go home and to attend the Wednesday-night Bible study. (He and his wife,
Theresa, are regular attendees at the Wednesday Bible studies.)

New prayer requests

First, here is a prayer update for Linda Avey. She has been taking shots twice
a week to increase her hemoglobin—and her numbers have been a little higher.
Second, here is a new prayer request. Mrs. Avey fell while she was at the hospi-
tal on Thursday and broke the upper bone of her arm. Her arm is in a sling. She
will probably miss church today. She is scheduled to see an orthopedic surgeon
on Monday.
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“2 Corinthians 11:20—Part 1”

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big Sandy’s
website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of
Dec. 2, 2023.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—At our Bible study
on Wednesday night, I began a five-
part series about 2 Corinthians 11:20.

Since the apostle Paul mentioned five neg-
ative characteristics practiced by religious
leaders and disciples, each study will dis-
cuss one of the ideas that he mentioned.

Followers were more wrong
It is interesting to read the context lead-

ing up to 2 Corinthians 11:20.
2 Corinthians 11:13-15—The discus-

sion is about false apostles who are de-
scribed as deceitful workers.

2 Corinthians 11:20-21—But, while Paul
is describing the wrong behavior of the fake
apostles, he was directly discussing the wrong
behavior of the followers.

Shame on false religious teachers for
promoting themselves and their erroneous
ideas.

But shame on followers for accepting
the wrong behavior of the alleged religious
leaders.

Taken into bondage
Notice the first of the five characteristics

mentioned in 2 Corinthians 11:20.
2 Corinthians 11:20 (New King James)—

”For you put up with it if one brings you
into bondage . . .”

2 Corinthians 11:20 (The Amplified

New Testament)—“For you endure it if a
man assumes control of your souls and
makes slaves of you . . .”

Bondage versus freedom
The rest of this article will be about four

concepts that show the contrast of bondage
versus freedom.

Instead of following people into bondage,
we should be helping people to find free-
dom.

Understand two types of bondage
Let me show you two scriptures about

two types of bondage.
Bondage caused by following need-

less expectations.
The first example of bondage is caused

by doing needless expectations (doing things
that our Heavenly Father doesn’t require)—
instead of accepting the Father’s grace.

Galatians 2:4—False brethren among
the Body of Christ secretly taught needless
expectations (like circumcision)—ideas that
work against the Father’s tremendous grace.

Bondage caused by ignoring God’s true
expectations.

The second example of bondage is going
against God’s expectations and thereby fall-
ing into sinful behavior with unpleasant con-
sequences—because people misapply the Fa-
ther’s tremendous grace.

Jude 4—Ungodly people crept in un-

Last Saturday evening, Wynn Skelton fainted while speaking in the Shreveport
area. He was taken to an ER there, where he had some staples placed in the top
of his head. The fainting was probably due to a recent adjustment to blood-pres-
sure medication. On Tuesday, Mr. Skelton reported: “I am doing pretty well. We
are working on getting the blood-pressure meds working effectively and getting
potassium levels up where they need to be. The head is sore and the doctor will
take a look at that tomorrow. Thank you to all who have been praying for me. I
am blessed.”

Last Wednesday, Alice Canterbury of West Virginia had a kidney stone re-
moved. She thanks you for your prayers.
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noticed among the Body of Christ to turn the
grace of God into lewdness—ideas that in-
fluenced people to ignore the Father’s ex-
pectations.

The Body of Christ is definitely saved by
the grace of the Heavenly Father. He is our
Father who has family rules for His chil-
dren.

Do not follow religious people into
bondage

Many people who claim to be religious
leaders are not from God.

Matthew 16:21—The elders, chief priests
and scribes were instrumental in torment-
ing and in killing the Son of God.

Matthew 20:25—Most alleged leaders
follow the leadership style of the world—
seeking to lord it over people and to exer-
cise great authority over people.

Matthew 23:4—Many alleged religious
leaders have a double standard—putting bur-
dens on people that they themselves ignore.

Matthew 23:7-10—Many alleged reli-
gious leaders enjoy the position of authority.

Acts 4:16-17—In the book of Acts, the
council wanted to know what to do with the
disciples.

Acts 4:18—The council commanded
that the disciples quit preaching.

Acts 4:19-20—Peter and John explained
that they were going to do the right thing in
the sight of God rather than to listen to
the council.

Acts 4:21—The council further threat-
ened the disciples.

Acts 5:17-25—When the high priest
(a man with a high religious rank and title)
threw the disciples into prison, an angel
opened the prison doors, and the disciples
went to the temple to teach.

Acts 5:27-28—When some officers
brought the disciples back before the coun-
cil, the high priest asked: “Did we not strict-
ly command you not to teach in this name?
And look, you have filled Jerusalem with
your doctrine and intend to bring this Man’s

blood on us!”
Acts 5:29—The apostles answered: “We

ought to obey God rather than men.”
Acts 5:33-39—When the furious coun-

cil plotted to kill them, Gamaliel convinced
them not to proceed with that idea.

Acts 5:40—So the council merely beat
them and released them.

I repeat—Do not follow religious people
into bondage.

Do not lead people into bondage
But there is more to the story than just

avoiding the mistakes of following religious
people into bondage. We need to avoid lead-
ing people into bondage—whether it is de-
liberate or accidental.

Notice how Paul and Barnabas rejected
the idea of being overlords to the people.

Acts 14:8-10—At the speaking of Paul,
a crippled man was healed.

Acts 14:11-12—The people were amazed
—calling Barnabas Zeus and calling Paul Her-
mes (because Paul was the main speaker).

Acts 14:13—The priest of Zeus brought
animals with the intention of sacrificing them
to Barnabas and Paul.

Acts 14:14-15—Barnabas and Paul
tore off their clothes and stopped the idolatry.

I repeat—Do not lead people into bon-
dage.

Lead people toward freedom
Disciples of the Father and the Son will

lead people toward freedom by their life-
style of service.

Matthew 20:26—The Son of God taught
that the rulership style of the world (lording
it over people and exercising great authori-
ty) should not be done among His disciples.
He said: “Whoever desires to be great among
you, let him be your servant.”

Matthew 20:27-28—He continued: “Who-
ever desires to be first among you, let him
be your slave—just as the Son of Man did
not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give His life a ransom for many.”

T

Thought for the week

“You put up with it if one brings you into
bondage.” —The Apostle Paul


