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Bible studies

Discussion and lunch —11:00 a.m.  . . . . David Eishen

Presentation study —2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir
(Also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reg Killingley

Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright

Scripture reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Psalm 40:1–8 

Sermon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Neil McIver

Quick takes

1. Thank you—The congregation thanks David and Melodee Eishen for the in-
teractive discussion and lunch in the classroom today from 11:00 a.m. until
1:30 p.m.

2. Wednesday-night Bible study—Dec. 13 at 7:00 pm

3. Save the date—The East Texas Barn Dance and Chili Supper is scheduled
in Gladewater on Dec. 30 at 6:00 p.m.

4. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “America First or America Only?”
by Dennis Prager.

5. Among Friends—This week’s article is “2 Corinthians 11:20—Part 2” by
Dave Havir.

6. Eye on the World—382 headlines and three articles.

Prayer updates

Clay Forrestier gave this update about Gavin (10-year-old son): “We have our
consultation with the surgeon on Dec. 18. We will schedule surgery from there.”
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As some of you might remember, Vi Lehman (who turns 100 in May) had given
Dave Havir strict instructions not to mention her in the bulletin. When he visit-
ed her this week, she said that he could mention a few things about her. (She
sleeps well at night, she has pain in the morning, her appetite is not good, and
she is often forgetful later in the day.) She appreciates your prayers.

It has been a while since we gave an update about Timberly Dunnam. On
Monday, she went to the doctor to examine a duel problem with her thyroid.
Although she has dealt with a cyst on the right side of her thyroid for a while, a
“mass” on the left side of her thyroid has more recently developed.When the doc-
tor did a biopsy of the mass, he stated that it was benign.

Angela Dunnam reports that she still has some pain (apparently from scar tis-
sue), but her energy is slowly returning.

Bea Gusner reports a pretty good week, but her fluid may be creeping back.

Linda Avey reported that she didn’t need to take the shots twice a week—as
she had done for many weeks. (And she said with a smile that she did not break
any bones this week.)

Mareshia Garret (daughter of Stan and Roxanna West) was recently re-
ferred to a cardiologist—as the left side of her heart was beating irregularly and
her lung was full of mucus.

Brandi West (who recently received two stents and antiobiotics to deal with kidney
stones and infection) is scheduled to have two kidney stones removed on Dec. 29.

In past bulletins, we mentioned how Judy Biggs had requested prayers for her
son Brian. On Tuesday, she reported that he was confirmed for long-term hos-
pice care at home.

New prayer requests

Donna Pfrimmer (mother of Joyce Coleman in Iowa) has been experienc-
ing increased swelling in her legs and is being moved to a nursing home with
hospice care. Mrs. Coleman and her daughters made plans to travel to Iowa.

Joe Flores (living near Fort Worth) sent the following prayer request: “On Nov.
27, I started peritoneal dialysis at home. My kidney filtration is down to 10 per-
cent, and I have been on the transplant list for almost two years—pending a kid-
ney. A lot of people have it much worse than I do, and I thank our Heavenly Father
for His involvment in my life.”

Ruth Quandahl of Plano is weak after having a heart attack two weeks ago.

Tania Caudil of Dallas had been diagnosed with impaired liver function.

Shirley Desborough of Wichita Falls had a biopsy that was diagnosed as be-
nign.

Martha Clement of Tulsa, Okla. (87-year-old mother of deceased Pam Kurr),
has been placed under end-of-life hospice care.
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“2 Corinthians 11:20—Part 2”

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big Sandy’s
website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of
Dec. 9, 2023.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—At our Bible study
on Wednesday night, I continued
with a five-part series about 2 Corin-

thians 11:20. Since the apostle Paul men-
tioned five negative characteristics prac-
ticed by religious leaders and disciples, each
study will discuss one of the ideas that he
mentioned.

Followers were more wrong
It is interesting to read the context lead-

ing up to 2 Corinthians 11:20.
2 Corinthians 11:13-15—The discussion

is about false apostles who are described as
deceitful workers.

2 Corinthians 11:20-21—But, while Paul
is describing the wrong behavior of the fake
apostles, he was directly discussing the wrong
behavior of the followers.

Shame on false religious teachers for
promoting themselves and their erroneous
ideas.

But shame on followers for accepting
the wrong behavior of the alleged religious
leaders.

Allowing people to devour you
Notice the second of the five characteris-

tics mentioned in 2 Corinthians 11:20.
2 Corinthians 11:20 (New King James)—

“For you put up with it . . . if one devours
you.”

2 Corinthians 11:20 (The Amplified New
Testament)—“For you endure it . . . if a man
devours you and preys upon you.”

Devouring versus edifying
The rest of this article will be about four

concepts that show the contrast between de-
vouring versus edifying.

Instead of following people into being de-
voured, we should be helping people to grow
toward maturity and edification.

Allowed Himself to be devoured
We need to remember that the Son of God

allowed Himself to be devoured. So shouldn’t
we just allow ourselves to be devoured?

It is important to see the difference be-
tween being devoured when it is the will of
the Father and being devoured because we
are weak and foolish. Notice that the Son of
God allowed Himself to be devoured—when
the timing was according to the will of the
Father.

John 2:18-21—The Son of God told
the Jewish crowd that after His body (which
He figuratively described as a temple) was
going to be destroyed, it would be raised up
in three days.

John 10:17-18—The Son of God told
the Jewish crowd that He had chosen to lay
down His life.

John 19:11—The Son of God told Pi-
late that he had no power to deal with Him,
unless it had been given to him from above.

Do not follow religious people who
devour people

Many people who claim to be religious
leaders are not from God.

Thoughts for the week

“You put up with it if one brings you into
bondage.”—The Apostle Paul

“You put up with it . . . if one devours
you.” —The Apostle Paul
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John 16:2—The Son of God reminded
his disciples that some people who claim to
be religious leaders will do harmful behav-
ior while thinking that they are pleasing the
Father.

Acts 20:28—While people may help
in overseeing disciples, members of the Church
of God were purchased by the blood of the
Son of God.

Acts 20:31—Paul warned the disciples
with tears, because he demonstrated his care
for the people.

Acts 20:32—Paul commended the peo-
ple to God and to the word of His grace—
which is able to build up.

1 Timothy 5:20—Understand that there
may be times when leaders need to rebuke
in the presence of a group.

2 Corinthians 10:1-2—But leaders should
generally seek to start with meekness and
gentleness before progressing to boldness.
(Some exceptions would include schoolteach-
ers who begin with firm rules and soften as
they can.)

Galatians 6:1—The best way to help
people is to restore in a spirit of meekness.

I repeat—do not follow religious people
who devour people.

Do not feel trapped by religious people
who devour

The Son of Man set an example of not
allowing the devil to manipulate Him into
following the devil.

Matthew 4:3—The devil attempted to
manipulate the Son of God when he said:
“If You are the Son of God . . .”

Matthew 4:4—The Son of God did
not take the bait of letting the devil to estab-
lish the narrative and to control the terms.

Matthew 4:5-6—The devil attempted
to manipulate the Son of God when he said:
“If You are the Son of God . . .”

Matthew 4:7—The Son of God did not
take the bait of letting the devil establish
the narrative and control the terms.

Matthew 4:8-9—The devil attempted
to manipulate the Son of God by appealing
to His kind nature.

Matthew 4:10—The Son of God did not
waver from His commitment to the Father
and to the Father’s plan.

1 Samuel 26:21-24—When Saul con-
fessed his sin against David and asked Da-
vid to return, David basically said “no thank
you”—because David did not allow Saul’s
behavior (even Saul’s apology) to control Da-
vid’s life.

John 8:59—The Son of God hid Him-
self—meaning He didn’t let the crowd de-
vour Him at that moment.

John 10:39-40—The Son of God es-
caped out of their hand—meaning He didn’t
let the crowd devour Him at that moment.

John 12:36—The Son of God was hid-
den from them—meaning He didn’t let the
crowd devour Him at that moment.

John 13:27—The Son of God identi-
fied Judas—because it was time.

John 18:11—The Son of God allowed
the soldiers to take Him—because it was
time.

John 19:32-37—A soldier pierced the
side of the Son of God—because it was time.

I repeat—Do not feel trapped by reli-
gious people who seek to devour you.

Lead people toward maturity and
edification

Disciples of the Father and the Son will
lead people toward maturity and edification
by their lifestyle of service.

Ephesians 4:11-12—People use these
verses to create a hierarchical system of con-
trol—but the context is actually encourag-
ing servants (Matthew 20:25-28) to equip
disciples to edify other people.

Ephesians 4:13-16—Servants (not ty-
rants) help people to mature and to learn
how to edify other people.

Romans 12:6-8—Notice seven gifts: proph-
esy, ministry (service), teaching, exhorting, giv-
ing, leading and showing mercy (with cheer-
fulness).

1 Corinthians 3:14—If you help peo-
ple build on the foundation of the Son of
God, you will receive a reward.

1 Corinthians 3:15—If you thwart the
growth of people (bondage, devouring and
other traits), you will still be personally saved—
but you will need to learn lessons through
the Father’s correction.

Please focus upon helping people to ma-
ture and to be edified.


