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By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—Recently, I began a discussion about the words of the
apostle Paul found in Romans 12. It is my perspective that Paul’s writings in
chapters 1-11 could be classified more as comments about doctrine and spir-
itual concepts, whereas the words in chapter 12 can be viewed more as
Christian-living topics.

This article will discuss Romans 12:3.

Positive words

Notice what Paul wrote in Romans 12:3.

Romans 12:3—“For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is
among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but
to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.”

Not too highly of self

Notice some verses in the Bible that discuss the importance of not thinking
too highly of self.

1 Samuel 9:21—“And Saul answered and said, ‘Am I not a Benjamite, of the
smallest of the tribes of Israel, and my family the least of all the families of
the tribe of Benjamin? Why then do you speak like this to me?’ ”

1 Samuel 15:17—“So Samuel said, ‘When you were little in your own eyes,
were you not head of the tribes of Israel? And did not the LORD anoint you
king over Israel?’ ”

Isaiah 66:1-2—“Thus says the LORD: ‘Heaven is My throne, and earth is My
footstool. Where is the house that you will build Me? And where is the place
of My rest? For all those things My hand has made, and all those things exist,’
says the LORD. ‘But on this one will I look: On him who is poor and of a con-
trite spirit, and who trembles at My word.’ ”

Luke 22:24-27—“Now there was also a dispute among them, as to which of
them should be considered the greatest. And He said to them, ‘The kings of
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the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those who exercise authority
over them are called “benefactors.” But not so among you; on the contrary,
he who is greatest among you, let him be as the younger, and he who gov-
erns as he who serves. For who is greater, he who sits at the table, or he who
serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet I am among you as the One
who serves.’ ”

Philippians 2:3-4—“Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but
in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you
look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.”

Philippians 2:19-22—“But I trust in the LORD Jesus to send Timothy to you
shortly, that I also may be encouraged when I know your state. For I have
no one like-minded, who will sincerely care for your state. For all seek their
own, not the things which are of Christ Jesus. But you know his proven char-
acter, that as a son with his father he served with me in the gospel.”

Recognizing God’s gifts

Notice some verses in the Bible that discuss the importance of recognizing
the gifts God has given to His children.

Ephesians 4:7—“But to each one of us grace was given according to the
measure of Christ’s gift.” 

Ephesians 4:15-16—“But, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all
things into Him who is the head—Christ—from whom the whole body, joined
and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective
working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for
the edifying of itself in love.”

2 Timothy 2:21—“Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a
vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work.” 


