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By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—Recently, I began a discussion about the words of the
apostle Paul found in Romans 12. It is my perspective that Paul’s writings in
chapters 1-11 could be classified more as comments about doctrine and spir-
itual concepts, whereas the words in chapter 12 can be viewed more as
Christian-living topics.

Last week, we discussed Romans 12:8 and the gifts of exhorting, giving,
leading and showing mercy. This article will discuss Romans 12:9.

Positive words

Notice what Paul wrote in Romans 12:9.

Romans 12:9—“Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to
what is good.”

Without hypocrisy

Here are some scriptures that discuss loving without hypocrisy.

Matthew 6:1-4—“Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before
men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in
heaven. Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet
before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that
they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their
reward. But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know
what your right hand is doing, that your charitable deed may be in secret;
and your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly.”

James 3:17—“But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peace-
able, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality
and without hypocrisy.”

Abhor evil

3 John 9-11—“I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to have the
preeminence among them, does not receive us. Therefore, if I come, I will
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call to mind his deeds which he does, prating against us with malicious words.
And not content with that, he himself does not receive the brethren, and for-
bids those who wish to, putting them out of the church. Beloved, do not imi-
tate what is evil, but what is good. He who does good is of God, but he who
does evil has not seen God.”

Revelation 2:2—“I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you
cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are
apostles and are not, and have found them liars.”

Cling to good

Here are some verses that discuss clinging to good.

Matthew 6:22-23—“The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is
good, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eye is bad, your whole
body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness,
how great is that darkness!”

Matthew 7:13-14—“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad
is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.
Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and
there are few who find it.”

Philippians 4:8—“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things
are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever
things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue
and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things.”

1 Thessalonians 5:21—“Test all things; hold fast what is good.”

1 Peter 2:11-12—“Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from
fleshly lusts which war against the soul, having your conduct honorable among
the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by
your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.”


