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By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—Recently, I began a discussion about the words of the apos-
tle Paul found in Romans 12. It is my perspective that Paul’s writings in chapters
1-11 could be classified more as comments about doctrine and spiritual concepts,
whereas the words in chapter 12 can be viewed more as Christian-living topics.

Last week, we discussed Romans 12:10. This article will discuss Romans 12:11.

Positive words

Notice what Paul wrote in Romans 12:11.

Romans 12:11—“Not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.”

Being diligent and fervent

Here are some verses that discuss being diligent and fervent.

Acts 18:25—“This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being
fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things of the Lord,
though he knew only the baptism of John.”

2 Timothy 1:16-17—“The Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus,
for he often refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain; but when he
arrived in Rome, he sought me out very zealously and found me.”

Hebrews 6:11-12—“And we desire that each one of you show the same dili-
gence to the full assurance of hope until the end, that you do not become slug-
gish, but imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.”

Hebrews 11:6—“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who
comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who
diligently seek Him.”

James 5:16—“Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one
another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous
man avails much.”
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1 Peter 4:8—“And above all things have fervent love for one another, for ‘love
will cover a multitude of sins.’ ”

Serving the Lord

Here are some verses that discuss serving the Lord.

Matthew 4:10—“Then Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! For it is writ-
ten, “You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.” ’ ”

Luke 2:36-37—“Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, and had lived with a
husband seven years from her virginity; and this woman was a widow of
about eighty-four years, who did not depart from the temple, but served God
with fastings and prayers night and day.”

Romans 12:1—“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which
is your reasonable service.”

Galatians 5:13—“For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use
liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.”

Philippians 2:20-22—“For I have no one like-minded, who will sincerely care
for your state. For all seek their own, not the things which are of Christ Jesus.
But you know his proven character, that as a son with his father he served
with me in the gospel.”

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10—“For they themselves declare concerning us what
manner of entry we had to you, and how you turned to God from idols to
serve the living and true God, and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He
raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.”

Hebrews 9:14—“How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience
from dead works to serve the living God?”


