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Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m.  . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir
Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir

(Also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reg Killingley

Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright

Scripture reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Esther 3:5–13

Sermon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir

Quick takes

1. Traveling speakers—We are pleased to announce the following traveling
speakers coming to our congregation—Dean Roberts on Oct. 28 and Ben
Mauldin III on Nov. 4.

2. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “Don’t Be Fooled by ‘Moral Equiv-
alence’ “ by Dennis Prager.

3. Among Friends—This week’s article is “God’s Deliverance Through Dra-
matic Miracle” by Dave Havir.

4. Eye on the World—328 headlines and four articles.

Prayer updates

Linda Avey requests continued prayers that her kidney function will improve.
Becky Bonilla requests prayers as she deals with fatigue and swollen feet.
Nancy Amburgey reports improvement after her recent ministroke.
Ruth Roe reports improvement with her left knee.



2 / Announcements Oct. 21, 2023

By Dennis Prager

LOS ANGELES, Calif.—Moral equiva-
lence has two purposes. One is to en-
able the morally confused to hide their

confusion. The other is to enable the immor-
al to hide their immorality.

Here are two examples as applied to the
Israeli-Arab conflict.
�One is the assertion we hear regarding

the latest Israel-Hamas war by members of
the Western Left, by Muslim supporters of
the Palestinians and even by a few individ-
uals on the right: “Palestinian babies are as
precious as Israeli babies.”

Professor Cornel West, a lifelong progres-
sive running for president as a Democrat:
“As I have said for the past 50 years, a pre-
cious Palestinian child has the same value
as a precious Israeli child.”

David Cronin, an editor at Electronic Inti-
fada, a large pro-Palestinian, anti-Israel web-
site: “Palestinian babies are just as precious
as my new daughter.”
�A second example is to avoid condemn-

ing Hamas for the wars they start by instead
condemning the “cycle of violence.”

Let’s analyze the two statements.
That the lives of Palestinian children are

as precious as those of Israeli children is a

given. But it is meaningless given that vir-
tually no Israeli or Israel supporter has ever
claimed otherwise. Indeed, it is usually
worse than meaningless. It is usually a
nice-sounding way to attack Israel and its
supporters.

Would those who make this assertion
have made it during World War II?

After all, it is certainly true that Japanese
and German children are as precious as
American children.

But what purpose would such an asser-
tion have served?

Would it have meant that Americans
should drop no bombs on Japan or Ger-
many?

Presumably not. And if it would have,
the statement would have been nothing more
than a pro-German or pro-Japanese senti-
ment.

Or would it have meant that America
should avoid gratuitously killing Japanese
and German civilians?

If so, it would have served little purpose,
since even if American pilots bombed only
military and industrial targets inside Japan
and Germany, many Japanese and German
civilians, including children, would still have
been killed. And, to cite the best-known ex-

“Don’t Be Fooled by ‘Moral Equivalence’ ”

This article is from the “Edifying the Body” section of the Church of God Big
Sandy’s website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the week of Oct. 21,
2023. (A version of the article was posted at townhall.com on Oct. 17.)

N

New prayer requests

Prayers are requested for Lisa Smith and Dave Havir as they seek to help
Gary Wilson with changes in his housing.

On Thursday, Shirley West went to a hospital and was diagnosed with low sodium.

On Tuesday, Jeff Reed of Atlanta, Ga,. had a nervous breakdown. Please
remember him and his wife, Anne, in your prayers.

Marion McCullough of Big Sandy died on Oct. 8. Please pray for the family.

Doris Cole of Happy Valley, Ore., died on Oct. 11. Please pray for the family.

Janice Gregory of Tulsa, Okla., died on Oct. 16. Please pray for the family.
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ample, the killing of Japanese civilians in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki ended the war in
the Pacific, thereby saving an exponential-
ly greater number of Japanese and Amer-
ican lives.

The reason America, Britain and Canada
dropped bombs on Germany, and the reason
America dropped bombs on Japan, was sole-
ly because Germany and Japan started World
War II and because they committed horrif-
ic evils. Defeating those two countries was
as clear a moral imperative as there could
ever be. The Germans unleashed the unique
slaughter known as the Holocaust and com-
mitted a massive number of atrocities
against civilians in every country they con-
quered. The Japanese committed mass mur-
der and Nazi-like atrocities on Chinese,
Korean and Filipino civilians (such as gro-
tesque medical experiments on non-anes-
thetized Chinese and the use of conquered
women to be gang-raped on a daily basis by
Japanese soldiers).

Therefore, why would someone have noted
during World War II that Japanese and Ger-
man babies are as precious as American or
British babies?

If it were to encourage the Allies to avoid
gratuitous civilian deaths, and the maker of
the statement were clear about the necessi-
ty and morality of bombing those terrible
countries, no one would have disputed the
statement. But, if it were to draw some mor-
al equivalence between the Allies and Ja-
pan and Germany, between their bombings
and the Allied bombings, the person would
be an abettor of evil.

The same holds true for all those who
now assert that Israeli and Palestinian chil-
dren are equally precious.
�Given that the Palestinian regime in

Gaza—i.e., Hamas—is dedicated to mur-
dering every Jew in Israel—great-grand-
mothers down to infants.
�Given that Hamas and all their Mus-

lim and non-Muslim left-wing supporters
around the world seek to annihilate the
nation of Israel.
�Given that Israel has, almost uniquely

among the nations of the world, regularly
warned Gaza civilians to evacuate build-
ings that Israel planned to bomb (thereby

losing the advantage of a surprise attack on
Hamas operatives).
�Given that Hamas places its leaders

and weapons in schools, hospitals and apart-
ment buildings for the express purpose of
bringing death down on women and chil-
dren, what exactly do those who assert that
Israeli and Palestinian babies are equally
precious seek to accomplish?

Unless accompanied by a completely un-
ambiguous condemnation of the Hamas at-
tacks on Israel via thousands of rockets and
directly on Jewish parents and children, in-
cluding babies, as war crimes and utter evil;
and unless accompanied by a clear moral
distinction between Israel and Hamas, the
only reason for announcing that Israeli and
Palestinian babies are equally precious is to
engage in anti-Israel moral relativism.

Indeed, the only context in which this
assertion would be useful is if it were di-
rected at Hamas and its Muslim and left-
wing supporters. It is they who do not be-
lieve that Israeli and Palestinian children are
equally precious.

As Al-Monitor, a nonpartisan Mideast news
website founded by an Arab-American, re-
ported: “The Israeli medical staff of Tel Ha-
shomer Hospital is fighting for the life of a
6-month-old Palestinian infant abandoned
by her parents . . . Cancer-stricken children
from the West Bank and Gaza have always
been treated there alongside children from
Israel.”

As regards the “cycle of violence,” it is
hard to imagine a more anodyne descrip-
tion of the Israel-Hamas war.

Again, did anyone ever use this as a de-
scription of World War II? Why not?

There certainly was a cycle of violence.
But no one ever used the term, because it
would have been an immoral description of
what was happening.

The “cycle of violence” was not the prob-
lem; Japanese and German violence was the
problem.

And that is the case now. The moral prob-
lem is not the cycle of violence; it is Pales-
tinian violence.

Without violence from Palestinians in Ga-
za and the West Bank, there would be no
“cycle of violence.”
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“God’s Deliverance Through Dramatic Miracle”

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big Sandy’s
website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of Oct. 21, 2023.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—At our Bible study
on Wednesday night, I began a five-
part series about God’s deliverance. I

love talking about this subject.
In 2009, I gave a similar series in con-

secutive Bible studies. In 2020, I gave a sim-
ilar series in consecutive sermons. Although
the five main concepts remained the same,
those presentations used a variety of differ-
ent verses from the Bible.

Foundational verse
This series is based upon 1 Corinthians

10:13—stressing how God is faithful.
�God will not allow you to be tempted

beyond what you are able.
�God will make a way of escape.
�God will make you able to bear it.

Dramatic miracles
Part 1 of this series discusses “Escape

Through Dramatic Miracle.”
For the purpose of this Bible study, I fo-

cused upon two specific areas—dealing with
oppressive leadership (sometimes abuse, cer-
tainly injustice) and dealing with health chal-
lenges.

Delayed deliverance from oppression
It is important to notice that God some-

times delayed deliverance from an oppres-
sive government. Notice two examples.
� Considering the age difference between

the time when Potiphar wrongly imprisoned
Joseph (Genesis 39:19-21) and the time when
Pharaoh elevated Joseph to his assistant (Gen-
esis 41:46), it appears that Joseph could have
spent up to 13 years in prison.
� The sojourn of the children of Israel

who lived in Egypt was 430 years.

Quicker deliverance from oppression
Notice some of the quicker deliverance

from oppression.
� Exodus 14:21-29—Israel was deliv-

ered from Pharaoh.

� Esther 3:5-13—After Haman convinced
King Ahasuerus to create a decree to elim-
inate the Jews among them, Queen Esther
and the Jewish people turned to God for de-
liverance.
�Daniel 3:16-26—Shadrach, Meshach

and Abed-Nego were delivered from the
fiery furnace.
�Daniel 6:16-23—Daniel was delivered

from the lion’s den.
�Acts 5:17-19—The apostles were de-

livered from prison.
�Acts 12:7—Peter was delivered from

prison.
�Acts 16:23-26—Paul and Silas were

delivered from prison.

Delayed deliverance from health
challenges

Although many preachers give an erro-
neous perspective about God’s requirement
or intention to always heal quickly, the Bible
reveals that there are times when God some-
times says “not yet.”
� 2 Corinthians 12:7-10—The Lord gave

Paul a positive reason why his deliverance
from a health situation would be delayed.

Quicker deliverance from health
challenges
� 2 Kings 20:1-6—God added 15 years

to the life of Hezekiah.
� Luke 4:40—The Son of God laid His

hands on many and healed them.
� Luke 7:1-10—The Son of God healed

the servant of a centurian.
� Luke 13:11-17—After the Son of God

laid His hands on a woman with an infirmi-
ty for 18 years, she was made straight.
� Luke 14:1-5—The Son of God healed

a man who had dropsy (swelling because of
excess water in the body).
� Acts 5:12-15—Many wonders were done

by the hands of the apostles—with people de-
siring the shadow of Peter passing on them.
� James 5:14-16—The fervent prayer of

righteous people avails much.


