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Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Bailey

Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir
(also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reg Killingley

Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright

Scripture reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 John 4:7–21

Sermon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir

Quick takes

1. Guest speaker postponed— On Wednesday, Ray Hall (who was our sched-
uled speaker for the 3:00 presentation) contacted Dave Havir to ask for a
postponement due to a health matter. (He reported: “I have not been able to
walk right now. They don’t think that it is bacterial. They think my heart has
issues. Fluid building up is causing pain in my joints.”) Mr. Havir is looking for-
ward to rescheduling Mr. Hall.

2. Dominoes—Tomorrow at 11:00 a.m.

3. Wednesday-night Bible study—July 9 at 7:00.

4. Prewedding meal—Melodee Searls and Anthony Kimmons invite everyone
to a meal in the building on Friday, July 25, at 6:00 p.m. (They ask you to join
them for food, fellowship and games.)

5. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “Why Israel’s Attack on Iran Did
Not Spark a Revolution” by Alex Winston.

6. Among Friends—This week’s article is “Sixth Commandment” by Dave Havir.

7. Eye on the World—Not available by bulletin deadline.
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Prayer updates

In last week’s bulletin, we mentioned the memorial in Louisiana for Nolan Pitre
last Thurday. Margaret Pitre went over there early and is scheduled to return to
Texas this coming week. Because of responsibilities here, Lisa Smith made the
four-hour trip there and back on Thursday. Mrs. Pitre reported: “Please let everyone
know that I’m going to be back from Louisiana next week.” Mrs. Smith reported: “It
was a very emotional, exhausting day. Please keep Mom and me in your prayers.”

Martha McIver reports that she had a good week and expects to be at church.
She thanks you for your prayers.

In last week’s bulletin, we mentioned that Neil McIver was scheduled to begin
the procedure of a full extraction of teeth and the eventual inserting of implants—
four upper implants and four lower. On Monday, there was an extraction of his up-
per teeth. On Tuesday, the dentist put in temporary upper plates—but Mr. McIver
went back on Thursday because they did not initially line up right. The extraction
of his lower teeth is scheduled for Aug. 4.

Rose Ann Terhorst (from Mineola) reported: “I had to go back to work early.
I’m still having problems with my lymphatic system, and I still have a little bit of
pain in my hip. But I am progressing, and I appreciate the prayers.”

New prayer requests

After the bulletin was finished last Friday (June 27), we heard from Risé Fultz
about her mother, Nancy Amburgey: “Mom had an episode this morning. She
is stable, but in afib.” Here are excerpts from a report (on Sunday, June 29): “Mom
and I thank everyone for their thoughts and prayers. We got to leave the hospital
yesterday [Saturday] afternoon. We are glad that she is home.”

Dennis Benson of Prescott Valley, Ariz., sent the following health update: “Last
Friday [June 27], I became very tired and had difficulty breathing. My blood oxy-
gen was low. Apparently, my lungs were retaining fluid. After three days in the
hospital [Monday through Wednesday], I am much improved. I would appreciate
your prayers for complete recovery.”

Jim Franks of the Dallas area reported that he was diagnosed with an abnor-
mal aortic heart valve 20 years ago and was scheduled this past week to have
it treated without surgery or anesthesia.

Synopsis of June 29 board meeting

� The board voted for the officers in the coming year.

President—David Coleman
Vice President—Daniel Hammons
Secretary—Carol O’Brien
Treasurer—Neil McIver
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“Sixth Commandment”

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas–At our Bible study
on Wednesday night, I continued with
our series. The topic is the Ten Com-

mandments. The presentation was titled “Sixth
Commandment.”

I decided to cover seven sections of Scrip-
ture in the presentation—knowing that the
comments would be fast and knowing that I
would not be able to give a thorough expla-
nation of each section of Scripture. But I
chose to mention all seven sections of Scrip-
ture anyway.

(Even the scriptures that I did not cover
thoroughly in the presentation are included
in this article.)

Foundational scripture
� Exodus 20:2—“I am the LORD your God,

who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage.”

Then, the Lord proceeded to remind the
children of Israel about the Ten Command-
ments.

Old Testament lesson = After God deliv-
ered them from Egypt, He reminded them
of His expectations from them.

New Testament lesson = When God offers
His bountiful grace to New Testament dis-
ciples, He still has expectations of them (Ro-
mans 6:1-2; Ephesians 2:8-10; Titus 3:4-8).

Sixth Commandment
� Exodus 20:13—“You shall not murder.”
Someone could ask me: “Why do you

use the phrase “You shall not murder” when
the King James Version uses the phrase ‘You
shall not kill’?”

Two simple approaches
Many people recommend that novice Bible

students can use two simple approaches in
studying the Bible.
� Take a peek at the original language.
According to Strong’s Concordance, the

Hebrew word in Exodus 20:13 for either
“kill” or “murder” is rasah—identified in
Strong’s as No. 7523. The concordance says:
“To murder, kill.” The Hebrew word rasah
can be translated “murder” or “kill.”
� Check out a variety of Bible transla-

tions.
Here are two major translations that use

the phrase “you shall not kill”—King James
Version and Revised Standard Version.

Here are seven well-known translations
that use the phrase “you shall not murder”—
New King James Version, New American Stan-
dard Bible, The James Moffatt Translation,
New International Version, God’s Word Trans-
lation, Contemporary English Version, and
The Holy Scriptures According to the Maso-
retic Text.

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big Sandy’s
website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of July 5, 2025.

� Mr. McIver gave a treasurer’s report. He gave a report about our investments
and asked Linda Cartwright (our church secretary but not to be confused with
the board secretary) to show if the actual spending of the various categories
matched the 2025 budget approved by the board at the beginning of the year.

� Michael Bald gave a report about the three community events in our building
during the first half of 2025 and a report about equipment needs for the building.

� Bernice Burson gave a report about the “Information Flyer” that our congre-
gation is preparing to have at the Big Sandy Welcome Center.

� Mr. Hammons led a discussion about the sound equipment for the weekly
worship in our building and for services at the Feast of Tabernacles in Destin.

� Dave Havir gave each board member a written report that focused upon infor-
mation about the speaking history for the first half of 2025.
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(It is true that God’s Word Translation
and the Contemporary English Version are
noted more for being easier to understand
more than being a scholarly compilation of
the Scripture. On the other hand, many Bible
students value the accuracy of the text
found in The Holy Scriptures According to
the Masoretic Text.)

Now, notice the seven main sections of
Scripture that I chose to mention in the Wednes-
day-night presentation.

Capital punishment
�Genesis 9:5—“From the hand of every

man’s brother, I will require the life of man.”
�Genesis 9:6—“Whoever sheds man’s

blood, by man his blood shall be shed.”

Premeditation verses unintentional
� Exodus 21:12—He who strikes a man

so that he dies shall surely be put to death.
� Exodus 21:13—However, if the attack-

er did not lie in wait (meaning it was not pre-
meditated), then there would be an appoint-
ed place to which the attacker could flee.
� Exodus 21:14—If an attacker acts with

premeditation against his neighbor, the attack-
er faces death.

Cities of refuge
� Numbers 35:6—The Levites shall appoint

six cities of refuge to which a manslayer
could flee.
� Numbers 35:11—You shall appoint cities

of refuge to which a manslayer who kills any
person accidentally may flee.
�Numbers 35:12—They shall be cities

of refuge for you from the avenger, that the
manslayer may not die until he stands before
the congregation in judgment.
�Numbers 35:16-21—Murderers shall

be put to death.
�Numbers 35:26-27—If a person leaves

the city of refuge, he is not protected.
� Numbers 35:28—A person had to remain

in the city of refuge until the death of the
high priest—but, after the death of the high
priest, the manslayer may return to the land
of his possession.

Hands full of blood
� Isaiah 1:11-15—Why was the Lord not

happy about their sacrifices, assemblies and
prayers?

� Isaiah 1:15—He said: “Your hands are
full of blood.”

Dealing with anger
�Matthew 5:21—The Son of God taught:

“You have heard that it was said to those of
old, ‘You shall not murder, and whoever
murders will be in danger of the judg-
ment.’”
�Matthew 5:22—The Son of God con-

tinued: “But I say to you that whoever is
angry with his brother without a cause shall
be in danger of the judgment. And whoev-
er says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in
danger of the council. But whoever says,
‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire.”
�Matthew 5:23-24—If you bring your

gift to the altar and remember that your broth-
er has something against you, leave your
gift at the altar and be reconciled.
�Matthew 5:25-26—Agree quickly with

your adversaries.

Vengeance is the Lord’s
� Romans 12:17—Repay no one evil for

evil.
� Romans 12:18—Where possible, live

peacefully with all people.
� Romans 12:19—Give place to your

wrath—because vengeance is the Lord’s.
� Romans 12:20-21—Overcome evil with

good.

Beware of those seeking to hurt you
� 2 Timothy 4:14—Paul wrote: “Alexan-

der the coppersmith did me much harm. May
the Lord repay him according to his works.”
� 2 Timothy 4:15—Paul wrote: “You also

must beware of him, for he has greatly re-
sisted our words.”
� 2 Timothy 4:16—Paul wrote: “At my

first defense, no one stood with me—but all
forsook me. May it not be charged against
them.”
� 2 Timothy 4:17—Paul wrote: “But the

Lord stood with me and strengthened me.”
� 2 Timothy 4:18—Paul wrote: “And the

Lord will deliver me from every evil work
and preserve me for His heavenly kingdom.
To Him be glory forever and ever. Amen!”


