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Bible studies

Interactive study —1:00 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir

Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir
(also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reg Killingley

Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright

Scripture reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Psalm 51

Sermon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anthony Kimmons

Quick takes

1. Dominoes—Tomorrow at 11:00 a.m.

2. Wednesday-night Bible study—Aug. 27 at 7:00.

3. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “Miranda Devine Gives Russiagate
History” by Dave Havir.

4. Among Friends—This week’s article is “Ninth Commandment—Part 5” by
Dave Havir.

5. Eye on the World— Not available at bulletin deadline.

Prayer updates

In the Aug. 2 bulletin, we mentioned that Lisa Smith had tripped on Monday, July
28—landing on her left knee and suffering a deep-bone bruise. On Wednesday,
she reported: “I went to the doctor today and had an X-ray.Turns out I have a frac-
tured kneecap. I am now in a brace. I fell twice. The second time was about five
days ago [from last Wednesday]. The second time was probably when the break
occurred, but not sure. It had been really, really hurting since the second fall.”
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Last Saturday, Shirley Spearman wasn’t feeling well, but she came to church
because she hates missing. (She was not contagious.) She left after the 2:00
Bible study. Some family members nudged her to go to an ER. After receiving
some magnesium (and being anointed), she was discharged at 10:15 p.m. She
reports that she felt much better through the week than last Saturday—with only
short periods when her energy level fluctuated. She expects to be at church today.

Recently, we mentioned that Shirley West was placed under hospice care and
continued to be weak. When Dave Havir saw her last Saturday at the Pine Tree
Lodge in Longview before our church service, she was weak, but her appetite
was pretty good on that day. Her sons (Benny and Stan) appreciate your
prayers.

Here is a report from Angela Dunnam about Timberly: “She is still in a lot of
pain. When the weather changes, her lower back (where the two degenerative
discs are) hurts terribly. Thanks again for your prayers.”

Nancy Diraison appreciates your continued prayers for her leg.

Norma Salamah of Lewes, Del. (sister of Dave Havir), who recently had an
MRI without contrast, is scheduled for an MRI with contrast.

New prayer requests

On Tuesday, a 14-year-old boy in East Texas (named Cason) fell at school and
broke his left femoral neck (the little piece of bone connecting the femur to the
ball part in the hip joint). On Wednesday, he had surgery and now has a spica
cast for the next six weeks. (The cast starts above his waist and goes down to
his left ankle.) When he goes home, he will have a variety of adaptive equipment
(wheelchair, adjustable hospital-style bed, etc.).

On Tuesday, Tayon Williams (a quiet ninth-grader at Westside High School in
Houston) was attacked by 10 boys and pushed down some stairs. He had to go
to an ER.

On Monday, Linda Pratt of Cincinnati, Ohio, went to an ER to be treated for a
blood clot in her leg. On Wednesday, we heard: “Linda is home. Doctors are ‘see-
ing the blood clot and are monitoring it.’ ”

Jim Arnold of Broken Bow, Okla., died on Aug. 16. Please remember his wife,
Marcie, and the rest of the family in your prayers.

Alec Surratt of James died on Aug. 17. Please remember his wife, Donna, and
the rest of the family in your prayers.

Jackson Williams of Liberty City (age 20) died on Aug. 19. Please remember
his family in your prayers. (Survivors include his parents, an older brother, a twin
brother, a younger sister, a financée, and a 1-year-old daughter.)

Mike Hazelwood of Tyler died on Aug. 20. Please remember his family in your
prayers.
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“

“Ninth Commandment—Part 5”

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big Sandy’s
website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of Aug. 23, 2025.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—At our Bible study
on Wednesday night, I continued with
our series. The topic is the Ten Com-

mandments. The presentation was titled “Ninth
Commandment—Part 5.”

The five presentations
Here is a list of the topics for the five pre-

sentations in this series.
1. False witness in a legal setting
2. Matthew 5:38-42
3. Five examples of dealing with false

witnesses
4. The Son of God dealt with false wit-

nesses
5. The story of Rahab was an exception

Foundational scripture
� Exodus 20:2—“I am the LORD your

God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of bondage.”

Then, the Lord proceeded to remind the
children of Israel about the Ten Command-
ments.

Old Testament lesson = After God deliv-
ered them from Egypt, He reminded them
of His expectations from them.

New Testament lesson = When God offers
His bountiful grace to New Testament dis-
ciples, He still has expectations of them (Ro-
mans 6:1-2, Ephesians 2:8-10 and Titus 3:4-8).

Ninth Commandment
� Exodus 20:16—“You shall not bear false

witness against your neighbor.”

Two major concepts
Following are two verses in the book of

Proverbs that mention two major concepts
associated with the Ninth Commandment.
� Proverbs 19:5—“A false witness will

not go unpunished, and he who speaks lies
will not escape.”
� Proverbs 19:9—“A false witness will

not go unpunished, and he who speaks lies
shall perish.”

Many view the Ninth Commandment as
dealing with being a false witness in the legal
system and with speaking lies in general.

Did you notice that two of the seven things
that God hates (found in Proverbs 6:16-19)
deal with the Ninth Commandment?
� The second behavior on the list = a ly-

ing tongue.
� The sixth behavior on the list = a false

witness who speaks lies.

General understanding—
disciples should not lie

You have heard of the expression—“this
is the exception to the rule.” If we say that
“the story of Rahab is an exception,” what
is the rule? What is the normal?
� John 8:44—The devil is a liar and the

father of lies.
� Revelation 2:2—The Son of God said:

“I know your works, your labor, your patience,
and that you cannot bear those who are evil.
And you have tested those who say they are
apostles and are not. You have found them
liars.”
� Revelation 21:8—People who do the

eight characteristics listed “shall have their
part in the lake which burns with fire and
brimstone, which is the second death”—
and the last characteristic mentioned was
“all liars.”
� Revelation 21: 27—People who do the

characteristics listed “shall by no means enter
it [the New Jerusalem]—and the last char-
acteristic mentioned was “lie.”
� Revelation 22:15—People who do the

eight characteristics listed will be outside the
New Jerusalem—and the last characteristic
mentioned was “whoever loves and practices
a lie.”

That is only a glimpse of what the Father
and the Son think about lying.

Biblical story of Rahab
Rahab is highly honored in the New Testa-

ment.
�Hebrews 11:31—By faith, Rahab did not
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perish with those who did not believe—she
had received the spies with peace.”
� James 2:14-26—James mentioned two

people who revealed their faith by their ac-
tions.
� James 2:21-24—His first example (Abra-

ham) should not surprise anyone.
� James 2:25—James wrote: “Was not Ra-

hab also justified by works [actions, deci-
sions] when she received the messengers
and sent them out another way?”

Back in book of Joshua
� Joshua 2:1—Joshua sent out two men

and said: “Go, view the land, especially Jericho.”
� Joshua 2:2—When the king of Jericho

heard about the spies, he said: “Behold, men
have come here tonight from the children
of Israel to search out the country.”
� Joshua 2:3—The king of Jericho sent

a message to Rahab: “Bring out the men who
have come to you (who have entered your
house) for they have come to search out all
the country.”

Rehab hid the two men
Notice two important aspects before I men-

tion Rahab’s response.
� Joshua 2:4—“Then the woman took

the two man and hid them.”
� Joshua 2:6—“She had brought them up

to the roof and hid them with the stalks of
flax, which she had laid in order on the roof.”

Notice what she said
With those verses in mind, now notice four

aspects of Rahab’s response in verses 4-5.
� “Yes, the men came to me, but I did

not know where they were from.”
� “It happened as the gate was being shut

(when it was dark) that the men went out.”
� “Where the men went, I do not know.”
� “Pursue them quickly, for you may over-

take them.”
Let’s repeat James 2:25.
� James 2:25—James wrote: “Was not Ra-

hab also justified by works [actions, deci-
sions] when she received the messengers and
sent them out another way?”

Rahab recognized the God of the spies
� Joshua 2:8-11—Rahab acknowledged

that the God of the two men on the roof was

the “God in heaven above and on earth be-
neath.” 

Rahab asked for an oath
� Joshua 2:12-13—Rahab asked for an

oath.
� Joshua 2:14—The men responded: “Our

lives for yours, if none of you tell this busi-
ness of ours. And it shall be—when the LORD

has given us the land, that we will deal kind-
ly and truly with you.”
� Joshua 2:15-16—Rahab helped the two

men down from the roof and suggested that
they hide for three days in the mountains.
� Joshua 2:17-19—The two men instruct-

ed Rahab to place a scarlet cord in her win-
dow.
� Joshua 2:20—The two men said: “If

you tell this business of ours, then we will
be free from your oath which you made us
swear.”
� Joshua 2:24—When the two men re-

turned to Joshua, they said: “Truly, the LORD

has delivered all the land into our hands.
For indeed all the inhabitants of the country
are fainthearted because of us.”

Fall of Jericho
� Joshua 6:1-14—God told Joshua to march

around the city for six days.
� Joshua 6:15-16—The fall of Jericho

came on the seventh day.
� Joshua 6:17—On the seventh day when

Jericho was to be destroyed, Joshua said:
“Only Rahab (and her family) shall live—
because she hid the messengers that we sent.”

Rahab and her family were spared
� Joshua 6:21—They destroyed all that

were in the city with the edge of the sword.
� Joshua 6:22—Joshua told the two spies:

“Go into the harlot’s house. And from there,
bring out the woman and all that she has—as
you swore to her.”
� Joshua 6:23-24—The spies brought out

Rahab and all her relatives to leave them out-
side the camp of Israel, as the city was burned.
� Joshua 6:25—Joshua spared Rahab and

her family—“because she hid the messengers
whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.”


