
4 / Announcements Jan. 3, 2026

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Church of God Big Sandy

ChurchofGodBigSandy.com
Jan. 3, 2026 • 1:00 p.m. • Sunset 5:29

Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m.  . . . . . . Daniel Hammons
Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . Daniel Hammons

(also transmitted live)

Order of service–3:00 p.m.

Song leader . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark Weiss
Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright
Scripture reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Psalm 23
Sermon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anthony Kimmons

Quick takes

1. Pastor’s travel—Today, Dave Havir is giving two presentations in Huntsville,
Texas, and representing our congregation at the 50th wedding anniversary
of Freddy and Gwyn Foy.

2. Gift from the Cartwrights—This past Tuesday, Dixon and Linda Cartwright
celebrated their 55th wedding anniversary. There is an anniversary cake on
the food table for everyone.

3. Dominoes tomorrow—Interested participants should contact Sue Jones.
4. Wednesday-night Bible study—Jan. 7 at 7:00.
5. Community activity in our building—Our church building will be the location

of the community event titled “Musical Memories” sponsored by the Big
Sandy Museum on Saturday evening, Jan. 24. (Dave Havir is reminding the
widows to contact him so that the congregation can buy their tickets.)

6. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “Merely in Decline? Or Doomed?”
by John Stossel.

7. Among Friends—This week’s article is “The Second Coming of the Messiah”
by Dave Havir.

8. Eye on the World—Dave Havir apologizes for not being able to complete this
project this week.

�Mark 13:10—The gospel will be preached.
�Mark 13:11—When they arrest you, don’t

speak your own words.
�Mark 13:12—Brother will betray broth-

er to death. Father will betray a child. Chil-
dren will rise up against parents and cause
them to be put to death.
�Mark 13:13—People will be hated by

all for Christ’s sake.

Watch and pray
�Mark 13:14—What is the “abomination

of desolation”?
�Mark 13:15-16—Specific advice for

people in Judea.
�Mark 13:17—Hard on pregnant moth-

ers.
�Mark 13:18—Hard in winter time.
�Mark 13:19—Worst tribulation since the

beginning of creation.
�Mark 13:20—For the elect’s sake, He

shortens the days.
�Mark 13:21—Do not believe those who

claim to be Christ.
�Mark 13:22—Beware of false christs

and false prophets.
�Mark 13:24-25—Astronomical events
�Mark 13:26-27—The Son of God will

appear.
�Mark 13:28-29—Learn the lesson of

the fig tree.
�Mark 13:31—Heaven and earth will pass

away, but Christ’s words will not pass away.
�Mark 13:32—Even the Son of God does

not know the day or the hour.
�Mark 13:33-36—Watch and pray, because

you don’t know the time.
�Mark 13:37—Christ said: “I say to all:

Watch!”

Death and resurrection
�Mark 15:34—Christ uttered the words:

“My God, My God, why have You forsak-
en Me?”
�Mark 15:37—Christ breathed His last

breath.
�Mark 16:3-4—The ladies wondered how

they would roll away the huge stone, but they
saw the stone had already been moved.
�Mark 16:5-6—An angel said: “Do not

be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who
was crucified. He is risen! He is not here.”

� Acts 2:22-24—God raised Jesus of Naza-
reth.
� Acts 2:29-36—God has made Jesus (whom

they crucified) both Lord and Christ.

The blood of Christ
Notice some wonderful words in Revela-

tion 1:5-6.
� Jesus Christ is the faithful witness, the

firstborn from the dead and the ruler over
the kings of the earth.
� To Him (who loved us and washed us

from our sins in His own blood and has made
us kings and priests to His God and Father)
be glory and dominion forever and ever.

More verses in Revelation
� Revelation 1:8—Christ said: “I am the

Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and
the End—who is and who was, and who is
to come—the Almighty.”
� Revelation 11:14-18—When the sev-

enth angel sounds the seventh trumpet, it
will announce both the third woe and the
establishment of the Kingdom of God.
� Revelation 12:7-9—These verses remind

the readers that Michael and his angels de-
feated the dragon and his angels.
� Revelation 12:10—The accuser of the

brethren has been cast down.
� Revelation 19:9—Blessed are those who

are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb.
� Revelation 20:1-3—The devil is bound

by an angel—meaning that the Father and Son
are much more powerful.
� Revelation 20:4—Some brethren will

be martyred.
� Revelation 20:6—Blessed and holy is

he who has part in the first resurrection.
� Revelation 20:11-12—The great white

throne judgment involves the Book of Life.
� Revelation 21:1-4—The tabernacle of

God will be with men.
� Revelation 22:18—Adding words = re-

ceiving plagues.
� Revelation 22:19—Removing words =

his part taken from the Book of Life.
� Revelation 22:20—Christ said: “Surely,

I am coming quickly.”
� Revelation 22:21—John wrote: “The

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you
all. Amen.”
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Prayer updates

Although many may have heard a health report about Karl Wilson on Dec. 20,
we just received it on Dec. 31. “Karl Wilson recently had a PET scan, revealing
that his cancer has spread. A biopsy is scheduled on Jan. 2 ‘to see if he now also
has smaller-cell cancer.’ ” He and Sharon appreciate your prayers.

Rose Ann Terhorst is scheduled for cataract surgery on Jan. 6 and Jan. 20.

In last week’s bulletin, we mentioned that Lisa Smith went to an ER to deal with
excessive pain in her left hip (appearing to be muscular). On Thursday, she re-
turned to the ER due to vision challenges. A stroke was ruled out. Her vision
challenges apparently are not completely resolved.

New prayer requests

Last Saturday morning, Lisa Smith sent a report why she and Gary Wilson
would not be attending the church service that day. She mentioned her hip pain
and his toe injury. She wrote: “Gary’s right big toenail was almost completely pulled
off. It is snagging on his socks, so he can’t wear his shoe on the right foot. And
he doesn’t want to risk it getting stepped on.” He has a doctor’s appointment in
February. He may wait until after the appointment before coming back to church.

On Monday, Keith Hoppe reported that a kidney stone was “on the move again.”

On Friday, Joyce Coleman sent a prayer request about their daughter Jessi-
ca Griffin—who has been hobbling for more than two weeks and decided to
check out her sprained ankle. Mrs. Griffin wrote: “Next week I have an orthopedic
appointment for my ankle/foot. It looks like I may have a fracture.”

Eileen Beltz of De Leon, Fla., died on Dec. 24. Please remember her husband,
Rick, and the rest of the family in your prayers.

Marcus Leday Jr. (age 22) died on Dec. 30. Please remember his family in
your prayers.

Synopsis of Dec. 28 board meeting

� The board met to review the 2025 budget and to plan the 2026 budget. The
board was pleased to see that we came in slightly under budget in 2025.

� Plans were made to do some building upgrades in 2026—(including switch-
ing out the majority of fluorescent lights in the building to new LED lights and
replacing the countertops in the kitchen and classroom 1).

� Neil McIver reported that he was able to sign the contract with the Pelican Re-
sort for the 2026 Feast of Tabernacles in Destin.

� Dave Havir presented his pastor’s report, showing all the speakers who had
contributed throughout 2025.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—At our Bible study
on Wednesday night, I finished a two-
part series. The  first presentation was

titled “The First Coming of the Messiah” and
the last presentation was titled “The Second
Coming of the Messiah.”

Not setting dates
Many people have told me that they love

the way that I talk about prophecy.
� They have told me that they respect

the fact that I stay far away from setting
dates about the return of the Messiah.
� They have told me that they love the

fact that I focus upon Christian living.
Let me remind you why I recommend that

people stay far away from setting dates.
Please read Revelation 22:18-19. The apos-

tle John quoted extremely strong words about
adding to the words of the book of Revela-
tion and taking away from the words of the
book of Revelation. 
� Revelation 22:18—“If anyone adds to

these things, God will add to him the plagues
that are written in this book.”
� Revelation 22:19—“If anyone takes away

from the words of the book of prophecy,
God shall take away his part from the Book
of Life.”

Yikes!
Someone could ask me: “Do you really

think God will enforce those corrective words
written by John?”

Here are some thoughts.
�God is very forgiving.
� Since most professing Christians vio-

late these two verses by saying their own

words, I believe that the Father and Son will
show their magnanimous forgiveness to re-
pentant people. 
� Please do not be influenced by those

who set dates (Jeremiah 23:16-21).
�And please continue to personally avoid

the mistake of speaking words for God—
that He has not spoken.

Let’s look at some events involving the
second coming of the Messiah recorded in
the Gospel of Mark.

Watching events
�Mark 13:1-4—Four disciples asked the

Christ for the sign of prophecy events.
According to the Son of God, watching world
events is part of His instruction. (We watch
world events to exhibit the proper behavior
toward the Father and Son.)
�Mark 13:5-6—Do not be deceived by

what you see and hear. “Many” will come
in Christ’s name, claiming to be Him, and
will deceive many.
�Mark 13:7-8—When you watch, you

will observe: wars, rumors of wars, nations
rising against nations, kingdoms rising against
kingdoms, earthquakes, famines and other
troubles.

Responding to bad situations
When bad things happen, what will your

response be?
�Mark 13:9—How will you respond when

they deliver you up to councils? How will
you respond when you are beaten in the syna-
gogue? How will you respond when you will
be brought before rulers and kings (to give
a testimony) for Christ’s sake?

“The Second Coming of the Messiah”

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big
Sandy’s website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of
Jan. 3, 2026.

Scriptures to consider

Jeremiah 23:16, 21—“Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Do not listen to the words
of the prophets who prophesy to you. They make you worthless; They speak a
vision of their own heart, not from the mouth of the LORD’ . . . “I have not sent
these prophets, yet they ran. I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied.”


