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Jan. 24, 2026 • 1:00 p.m. • Sunset 5:47

Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m.  . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir

Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir
(also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Neil McIver

Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright

Scripture reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Isaiah 59:1–19

Sermon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Daniel Hammons

Quick takes

1. Community musical program postponed—The Big Sandy Museum’s musical
fundraiser (“Musical Memories”) scheduled for Saturday, Jan. 24, has been
postponed due to the forecast weather. A new date will be announced when
it has been determined. All advance tickets will be honored on the new date.

2. Destin Feast housing—The housing forms for the Feast site that we spon-
sor in Destin are posted on the church website (churchofgodbigsandy.com).

3. Dominoes tomorrow—Interested participants should contact Sue Jones.

4. Wednesday-night Bible study—Jan. 28 at 7:00.

5. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “Greenland Is Rich in Natural Re-
sources—A Geologist Explains Why” by Jonathan Paul.

6. Among Friends—This week’s article is “Proverbs 6:16-19—Part 3” by Dave
Havir.

7. Eye on the World—160 headlines
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Prayer updates

In previous bulletins through the years, Joe and Barbara Lingle had request-
ed prayers for their son (Michael). On Wednesday evening, Mrs. Lingle sent the
following text to Dave Havir: “Oh, Dave. Joe and I are crying with joy! Our son,
Michael, has battled esophageal cancer, pancreatic cancer and a heart attack
since having covid in 2020. He returned to work today. Praise our healing, mer-
ciful God. Please tell everyone ‘thank you’ for all of the prayers and concerns.”

In last week’s bulletin, we mentioned that Ronnie Shirley (who was diagnosed
with colon cancer and was awaiting a procedure to remove a polyp) had a doc-
tor’s appointment on Jan. 20 and the polyp removal on Jan. 27. The appointment
last Tuesday went well, and the surgery is scheduled for next Tuesday.

In the Dec. 13 bulletin, we mentioned that the son of the Dunnams’ neighbor
(Benjamin) was scheduled for two surgeries on Jan. 22 (for his cleft lip and to
repair a hernia in his groin that resulted from going through the birthing process).
The family reported that both surgeries went well.

The family of Willis and Brenda Hogg thank those who were able to attend the
memorial service for Mr. Hogg’s brother (Amos) last Sunday afternoon, and they
thank you for your prayers.

The family of Lana Hicks (of Thomasville, Ga.) who had a seizure on the
evening of Jan. 2, has been providing reports of Mrs. Hicks’ steady improvement.
The reports have become less frequent. The family has appreciated your kind-
ness in praying for the family.

New prayer requests

On Thursday, Kemmer Pfund went to an ER. After being diagnosed with a UTI
and sepsis, he was admitted into the hospital. His spirits were high.

Debbie Morgan of Tulsa, Okla., requests prayers for her grandson (Wyatt).
Following are excerpts: “The cut on the eyeball is healing very well. His vision is
still a little blurry. The upper tear duct is cut in half and most likely will not heal on
its own. He goes back in a month for a follow-up. The doctor didn’t say surgery,
but he hinted around it. Please continue prayers for full recovery of his sight and
that the tear duct will also heal.”

Steve Sharp of Knoxville, Tenn., died on Jan. 21. Please remember his wife,
Dorothy, and the rest of the family in your prayers.

Ray Fisk of Big Sandy died on Jan. 23. Please remember his wife, Nancy, and
the rest of the family in your prayers.

Thought for the week

“Jesus wept.”—John 11:35
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By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—At our Bible study
on Wednesday night, I continued with
a seven-part series. The title of the pre-

sentation was “Proverbs 6:16-19—Part 3.”
The presentation began with the third

listed characteristic that God hates—that be-
ing “hands that shed innocent blood.” From
there, I also talked about the third charac-
teristic that God loves—that being “hands to
help the guilty.”

No one is totally innocent
On one hand, there is no one who is to-

tally innocent.
� Romans 3:10—Paul said that there is

none righteous, no not one.
� Romans 3:23—Paul reminded his audi-

ence that all have sinned and fallen short of
the glory of God.

Devil treats people poorly
But the devil has a history of treating peo-

ple worse than they deserve.
� 1 Peter 5:8—The adversary (the devil)

seeks to devour people.
� Revelation 12:10—The devil is the ac-

cuser of the brethren.

Civil leaders hurt innocent people
� Exodus 1:8-14—Pharaoh set up taskmas-

ters over the children of Israel—putting hard
bondage upon them.
� Exodus 1:22—Pharaoh made a decree

to kill “every son who is born.”
� Isaiah 1:14-15—When the Lord talked

to the kings of Judah, why did He hate their
New Moons and the appointed Feasts, and
why did He hide His ears from their prayers?
The answer: “Your hands are full of blood.”
�Daniel 3:1-6—Nebuchadnezzar set up

a huge image of gold and insisted that the
people worship the image.
�Matthew 2:16—Herod made a decree

to kill “all the male children who were in
Bethlehem and in all its districts from two
years old and under.”

“Proverbs 6:16-19—Part 3”

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big
Sandy’s website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of
Jan. 24, 2026.

Scriptures to consider

Luke 19:41-44—“Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, say-
ing, ‘If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make
for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. For days will come upon
you when your enemies will build an embankment around you, surround you and
close you in on every side, and level you, and your children within you, to the
ground; and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did
not know the time of your visitation.’ ”

Luke 19:45-46—“Then He went into the temple and began to drive out those
who bought and sold in it, saying to them, ‘It is written, “My house is a house of
prayer, but you have made it a ‘den of thieves.” ’ ”

Luke 19:47-48—“And He was teaching daily in the temple. But the chief priests,
the scribes, and the leaders of the people sought to destroy Him, and were un-
able to do anything; for all the people were very attentive to hear Him.”

Luke 23:34—“Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what
they do.’ And they divided His garments and cast lots.”
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Religious leaders hurt innocent people
�Matthew 7:21-23—Did you see what

Christ said about some who claim to do won-
ders in His name? Christ said: “I never knew
you.”
�Matthew 16:21—The Son of God told

His disciples that He would suffer many things
from the elders, chief priests and scribes—
before they killed Him.
�Matthew 26:3-4—Matthew report-

ed that the chief priests, scribes and elders
plotted to use trickery to kill Christ.
�Matthew 26:59—The chief priests, eld-

ers and all the council sought false testimo-
ny against Christ to put Him to death.
� 2 Corinthians 11:13—False apostles were

deceitful workers who transformed them-
selves into apostles of Christ.
� 2 Corinthians 11:14—Satan transforms

himself into an angel of light.
� 2 Corinthians 11:20—The people allowed

the false religious leaders to do five things
to them—take them into bondage, devour them,
steal from them, exalt themselves over them
and to strike them in the face.
� 2 Peter 2:1—False teachers secretly

brought in destructive heresies (even deny-
ing the Lord, who bought them with His life).

Harmful actions and words
Notice that innocent people get hurt by

both actions and words.
� Isaiah 59:3—Thus said the Lord: “For

your hands are defiled with blood and your
fingers with iniquity. Your lips have spoken
lies. Your tongue has muttered perversity.”
� Isaiah 59:4—The Lord continued: “No

one calls for justice, nor does any plead for
truth. They trust in empty words and speak
lies. They conceive evil and bring forth iniq-
uity.”
� Isaiah 59:7—The Lord added: “Their

feet run to evil and they make haste to shed
innocent blood. Their thoughts are thoughts
of iniquity. Wasting and destruction are in
their paths.”

Father and Son help the guilty
� John 3:16—The Father and Son give

everlasting life.
� John 5:21-27—The Father and Son raise

the dead and give life.

The Father has appropriate wrath
� John 3:36—John wrote: “He who believes

in the Son has everlasting life, and he who
does not believe the Son shall not see life—
but the wrath of God abides on him.”
� Revelation 19:15—Wrath of Almighty

God.

The Son has appropriate wrath
�Mark 3:5—Christ “looked around at them

[the Pharisees] with anger, being grieved by
the hardness of their hearts.”
� Revelation 6:16-17—Wrath of the Lamb.

What about Christians?
Is it permissible for the children of God

to feel anger?
� Ephesians 4:26—Paul quoted Psalm 4:4

when he wrote: “Be an angry, and do not sin.”
� 2 Timothy 4:14-15—Paul recognized the

people who were trying to hurt him.
� Romans 12:17-21—Paul taught that peo-

ple should let vengeance come from God.

Christ’s instruction
�Matthew 25:34-40—Christ said His disci-

ples should help when people need food, drink,
shelter, clothing, good health and visitors in
prison.

Example of the Son of God
�Matthew 14:13-21—Christ fed 5,000.
�Matthew 15:32-38—Christ fed 4,000.
� Luke 4:40-41—Christ healed many and

rebuked demons.
� John 5:1-16—When Christ healed on

the Sabbath, He said: “Sin no more.”
� John 8:1-11—When Christ forgave the

adulterous woman, He said: “Sin no more.”
� Luke 19:41-44—Christ wept over Jeru-

salem.
� Luke 22:31-32—Christ prayed for Peter.
� Luke 22:41-44—Christ prayed about His

death for every person.
� Luke 23:34—Christ prayed: “Forgive

them, for they do not know what they do.”
� Romans 5:6-7—Christ died for the un-

godly.
� Romans 5:8—God demonstrates His

love for us—in that Christ died for us while
we were still sinners.


