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Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Bailey
Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir

(also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark Weiss
Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright
Scripture reading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John 6:1–14

1 Corinthians 1:25–29
Sermon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Neil McIver

Quick takes

1. Thank you for the new counter tops in the kitchen—The congregation appre-
ciates how the board and Michael Bald continue to make upgrades to our
building.

2. Community musical program postponed—The Big Sandy Museum musical
fundraiser (“Musical Memories”) was postponed on Saturday, Jan. 24, due
to weather. A new date will be announced when it has been determined. All
advance tickets will be honored on the new date.

3. Destin Feast housing—The housing forms for the Feast site that we spon-
sor in Destin are posted on the church website (churchofgodbigsandy.com).

4. Dominoes tomorrow—Interested participants should contact Sue Jones.

5. Wednesday-night Bible study–Feb. 4 at 7:00.

6. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “Questions Swirl Over Ilhan Omar’s
Skyrocketing Net Worth” by Alec Schemmel and Cameron Cawthorne.

7. Among Friends—This week’s article is “Proverbs 6:16-19—Part 4” by Dave Havir.

8. Eye on the World—Not available at bulletin deadline.
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Prayer updates

(This first prayer update was printed in last week’s bulletin, but you may not have
seen it due to the adverse weather last Saturday)—In previous bulletins through
the years, Joe and Barbara Lingle had requested prayers for their son Michael.
On Wednesday evening [Jan. 21], Mrs. Lingle sent the following text to Dave
Havir: “Oh, Dave. Joe and I are crying with joy! Our son Michael has battled eso-
phageal cancer, pancreatic cancer and a heart attack since having covid in 2020.
He returned to work today. Praise our healing, merciful God. Please tell everyone
‘thank you’ for all of the prayers and concerns.”
Due to the weather on Jan. 27, Ronnie Shirley’s scheduled surgery to remove
a polyp was postponed.
Kemmer Pfund (who went to an ER on Thursday, Jan. 22, and was diagnosed
with a UTI and sepsis) returned home last Tuesday.
In the Jan. 10 bulletin, we mentioned that Rod Loomis of Tulsa, Okla., was diag-
nosed with a mass in his stomach. He was diagnosed with “epithelioid mesothe-
lioma” (which is described as “a rare cancer that occurs when malignant epithe-
lial cells spread along the lining of the lungs, abdomen, heart or testes”).

New prayer requests

Terry and Audie McAdams request prayers for her cousin Virginia Crow (age
79), whose home in Tahelquah, Okla., burned down last Saturday. Mrs. Crow re-
portedly lost almost everything.
On Monday, Gloria Hoppe tripped on something. She scuffed and bruised her
right knee and hurt her right hand. She reported that “nothing seems to be bro-
ken, just damaged.” But she also reported that she had pain in her left hip. On
Thursday, she reported: “Slowly thawing out like most everyone else. My recent
fall was a serious one that has turned out great. Only enough soreness left to
remind me it even happened. My eyes tear up each time I think how quickly God
intervened. My heartfelt thanks to everyone for their prayers. It’s a comfort know-
ing we are not alone; we are all in this together.”
Jed Drumm (who was recently anointed for a hernia) reports that he is feeling
better. But he appreciates your prayers.
On Thursday, Bea Gusner sent the following prayer request: “My son-in-la Mark
was up in the mountains around Boone, N.C.When they drove back to the moun-
tain cabin, he took a bad fall on the ice. The rescue team had a difficult time get-
ting him to the hospital. He has eight broken ribs and a punctured lung. He was
transferred to Wake Forrest Hospital in Winston Salem and is quite depressed.
Please pray that the ribs will knit and heal properly. Thank you for helping.”
Terry Watson of Topeka, Kan. (who had two stents inserted and a heart valve
replaced last October) requests prayers for a new challenge. She has been diag-
nosed as having diabetic ulcers on her feet and possible calcification of the veins
in her legs. She reports that she “is now learning how to walk again.” An ultra-
sound is scheduled on Feb. 15 to determine the severity of the calcification and
the suggested treatment.



Church of God Big Sandy Announcements / 3

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas–At our Bible study
on Wednesday night, I continued with
a seven-part series. The title of the

presentation was “Proverbs 6:16-19—Part 4.”
The presentation began with the fourth list-

ed characteristic that God hates—that being
“a heart that devises wicked imaginations.”
From there, I also talked about the fourth
characteristic that God loves—that being “a
caring heart with righteous purposes.”

Wicked heart of the devil
A heart with wicked imaginations certain-

ly sounds like the devil. Let’s notice some
examples of the approach of the devil.

Serpent against Adam and Eve
�Genesis 3:1—The cunning serpent asked

a “setup” question.
�Genesis 3:4—The cunning serpent con-

tradicted the Lord God.
�Genesis 3:5—The cunning serpent creat-

ed doubt about God’s intentions.

Satan against Job
Understand a fact that many people seem

to overlook—the Lord initiated the trial upon
Job, and then Satan offered creative details.
� Job 1:8—The Lord asked Satan: “Have

you considered My servant Job?”

� Job 1:9-11—Satan suggested details for
the trial.
� Job 1:12—The Lord approved the de-

tails, but set up limitations.
� Job 2:3—The Lord asked Satan again:

“Have you considered My servant Job?”
� Job 2:4-5—Satan suggested addition-

al details for the trial.
� Job 2:6—The Lord approved the new

details and set up new limitations.

Devil against the Son of God
�Matthew 4:1-11—The devil tempted the

Son of God in the wilderness.

Satan against Peter
�Matthew 16:23—The Lord said to Peter:

“Get behind Me, Satan!”
� Luke 22:31—The Lord said to Peter:

“Satan has asked for you, that he may sift
you as wheat.”

Satan against Paul
� 2 Corinthians 11:14—Satan transforms

himself into an angel of light.
� 2 Corinthians 12:7—Satan sent a “thorn

in the flesh” to “buffet” Paul.

Demons against the children of God
When I wanted to choose one scripture

about demons, I decided upon the follow-

“Proverbs 6:16-19—Part 4”

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big
Sandy’s website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of
Jan. 31, 2026.

Scriptures to consider

Acts 4:36—“And Joses, who was also named Barnabas by the apostles (which
is translated Son of Encouragement), [was] a Levite of the country of Cyprus.”

Acts 9:24-25—“But their plot became known to Saul. And they watched the gates
day and night, to kill him. Then the disciples took him by night and let him down
through the wall in a large basket.”

Acts 9:27—“But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. And he de-
clared to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had spoken
to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.”
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ing one because it has such a positive mes-
sage for the children of God.
� James 2:19—The demons believe that

there is one God, and they “tremble” at that
fact.

You having a relationship with the Father
and the Son should give you great confi-
dence in Their promises.

Civil leaders against the Son of God
�Luke 23:1—The chiefs priests, scribes

and council (Luke 22:66) led the Son to Pilate.
� Luke 23:4—Pilate said: “I find no fault

in this Man.”
� Luke 23:5-7—When Pilate heard about

Galilee, he concluded that Christ belonged
to Herod’s jurisdiction.
� Luke 23:8—Herod was happy to meet

Christ.
� Luke 23:11—Herod and his men treat-

ed Christ with contempt and mocked Him—
before sending Him back to Pilate.
� Luke 23:16—Although Pilate repeat-

ed that he found no fault with Christ (verse
14), he wanted to chastise Christ before re-
leasing Him.

Religious leaders against the Son of God
� Luke 11:53-54—Luke wrote: “The scribes

and Pharisees began to assail Him vehement-
ly and to cross-examine Him about many
things—lying in wait for Him and seeking
to catch Him in something He might say,
that they might accuse Him.”
� Luke 20:20—Luke wrote: “They [chief

priests and scribes, mentioned in verse 19]
watched Him and sent spies (who pretend-
ed to be righteous) that they might seize on
His words—in order to deliver Him to the
power and the authority of the governor.”
� John 11:53—John wrote: “From that

day forward, they [chief priests and Phari-
sees, who gathered a council in John 11:46]
plotted to put Him to death.”

Righteous heart of the Father and Son
A caring heart with righteous purposes cer-

tainly sounds like the Father and Son. Let’s
notice examples of the approach of the Fa-
ther and Son. 

(For the record, I could use many of the
same verses from last week’s article about

“Hands to Help the Guilty” to show the
love that the Father and Son have for all of
mankind. But I will use only two verses
from last week’s article and then focus on
additional verses.)

Two reminders from last week
� Luke 19:41-44—The Son of God wept

over Jerusalem.
� Luke 22:41-44—In the Garden of Geth-

emane, the Son of God prayed fervently about
His death for every person.

New scriptures about the Father and Son
� Luke 4:18-19—Notice the caring ap-

proach of the Father and Son.
� John 10:28-29—The Son of God said

that no one can snatch you out of His hand,
and no one can snatch you out of the Fa-
ther’s hand.
� John 11:35—The Son of God wept over

the death of Lazarus.
� John 19:25-27—The Son of God in-

structed John to look after His mother.

Children of God had caring hearts
�Acts 4:36—The name Barnabas is trans-

lated “Son of Encouragement.”
�Acts 9:24-25—When the disciples real-

ized that Saul’s life was in danger, they hid
him in a basket to drop him down the wall.
�Acts 9:27—Barnabas took Paul to meet

the apostles in Jerusalem.
�Acts 9:39—When Dorcas died, we learned

a lot about her kindness and the kindness of
her friends.
� Romans 14:1—Paul wrote: “Receive

one who is weak in the faith, but not dis-
putes over doubtful things.”
� Romans 15:1—Paul wrote: “We then

(who are strong) ought to bear with the scru-
ples of the weak, and not to please ourselves.”
� Philippians 2:19-22—Paul publicly ac-

knowledged the caring heart of Timothy.
� 1 Thessalonians 2:7-8—The goal of Paul

was to treat the brethren with the loving ap-
proach of a nursing mother toward her own
children.
� 2 Timothy 1:16-18—When Paul was

imprisoned in Rome, Onesiphorus traveled
all the way from Ephesus to Rome to en-
courage Paul.


