
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Church of God Big Sandy

ChurchofGodBigSandy.com
March 28, 2026 • 1:00 p.m. • Sunset 7:39

Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m.  . . . . . . Daniel Hammons
Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir

(also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Neil McIver
Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright
Scripture reading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John 13:1–17
Sermon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Daniel Hammons

Quick takes

1. Dominoes tomorrow—Interested participants should contact Sue Jones.
2. No Wednesday-night Bible study—There will be no Wednesday-night Bible

studies on April 1 or April 8.
3. Traditional meal—If you are planning to attend the traditional meal in our

building on Wednesday, April 1 (which is the evening following the memori-
al of the suffering and death of our Lord on March 31), please sign the list at
the information table.

4. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “Strait of Hormuz: The Choke Point
Holding the World Economy Hostage” by Yuval Eylon.

5. Among Friends—This week’s article is “The Rituals Point to a Way of Life”
by Dave Havir.

6. Eye on the World—It was not complete at the bulletin deadline.
7. Please remember to pray for the following people who are not able to regu-

larly attend our church service.

� Mickey Ashcraft � Ruth Roe
� Judy Biggs � Ronnie Shirley
� Jon Coffee � Elaine Townsend
� Angela Dunnam � Mickey Voyce
� Timberly Dunnam � Donna Wees
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Spring feast days

1. Memorial on Tuesday evening—March 31, 7:30

� Memorial of the suffering and death of our Lord
� Christ, our Passover—1 Corinthians 5:7
� The Night He Was Betrayed—1 Corinthians 11:23
� Foot-washing—John 13:1-17
� Foot-washing pans are provided—please bring a towel
� Broken bread and wine—1 Corinthians 11:23-26
� Live transmission

2. Remembering the time of Christ’s death—Wednesday, April 1, at 3:00 p.m.

3. Traditional meal on Wednesday, April 1—evening

� Traditional meal—depicting deliverance from Egypt.
� Remember the Old Testament history—gathering in homes.
� The pastor recommends cozy gatherings in homes.
� The building will be available for a cozy gathering.
� Old Testament history and spiritual applications.

4. First day of Unleavened Bread—Thursday, April 2

5. Remember the timing of Christ’s resurrection—three days and three nights later.

6. Seventh day of Unleavened Bread—Wednesday, April 8

Prayer updates

Mark and Nina Searer report that Meghan continues to make progress, and
the family appreciates your prayers.

Last Saturday, Dave Havir sent out a text that Rose Ann Terhorst would not
be able to attend church because she was battling extremely high blood pres-
sure at the time. Although the situation improved, she appreciates your contin-
ued prayers.

New prayer requests

On March 20, Angela Schlitt of Cedar Grove, Tenn., had shoulder surgery.

Dr. Sedaric Dinkins of Jarvis Christian University recently broke his ankle in
three places.

Christa Cobbs of Huntsville, Texas, is dealing with multiple sclerosis.

Ken Mason of Colorado Springs, Colo., died on March 16. Please remember
his wife, Sharon, and the rest of the family in your prayers.
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“The Rituals Point to a Way of Life”

This article is from the “Edifying the Body” section of the Church of God Big Sandy’s
website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of March 28,
2026.)

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—In my 2:00 Bible
study last Saturday and in my March
21 article in “Among Friends,” I cov-

ered a topic with the title “A Season of Ex-
citing Rituals.”

In my Wednesday-night Bible study, I gave
a presentation titled “The Rituals Point to a
Way of Life.”

‘Rituals’ are different from the law
In the Wednesday Bible study, I mentioned

that the word ritual is not mentioned in the
King James translation. So I read two vers-
es that have words that express the concept.
� Leviticus 26:46—“These are the statutes

and judgments and laws which the Lord made
between Himself and the children of Israel
on Mount Sinai by the hand of Moses.”
� Numbers 9:3—Concerning the Passover,

the Lord spoke: “According to all its rites
and ceremonies, you shall keep it.”
� The root words for “statutes” (Leviti-

cus 26:46) and “rites” (Numbers 9:3) are
related Hebrew words.
� The root word for “judgments” (Leviti-

cus 26:46) and “ceremonies” (Numbers 9:3)
is the same Hebrew word.
� The statutes/judgments and rites/cere-

monies are important, but they are different
from the law (“Torah”).

613 commandments
Some people could ask me: “Do you keep

the 613 commandments?”
My answer: “No, I do not.”
Some people could ask me: “Do you teach

about the 613 commandments?”
My answer: “No. Since I view the Talmud

and the 613 commandments differently from
how I view the Bible and the Ten Command-
ments, I do not spend time teaching about
the 613 commandments.”

Since I do not teach about the 613 command-
ments, I will share an excerpt from someone
who has written about them.

Following is an excerpt from an article by
Mendy Hecht titled “The 613 Command-
ments (Mitzvot)” that is posted at chabad.org.

“The Talmud tells us (Tractate Makkot
23b) that there are 613 commandments (mitz-
vot) in the Torah; 248 Positive Command-
ments (do’s) and 365 Negative Command-
ments (do nots). However, the Talmud does
not provide us with a list of these command-
ments. Several great Jewish scholars have
compiled a complete listing of these mitz-
vahs. Although they all agree on the vast ma-
jority of the commandments, they do disagree
concerning a number of them . . . It must be
noted that many of these commandments
(such as all the commandments associated
with sacrifices) are not practicable as long
as there is no Temple in Jerusalem.”

Suffering, Death and Resurrection 

� Suffering and death—1 Corinthians 11:23-26

� Suffering, death and resurrection—Matthew 16:21

� Suffering—Psalm 22; Isaiah 53; Matthew 26:36-44; Matthew 27:46; 1 Peter 2:19-2

� Death—Matthew 27:51; Romans 5:6-11; 1 Corinthians 5:6-8; Philippians 2:5-8;
Hebrews 2:9; Hebrews 9:11-14

� Resurrection—John 2:19-22; John 20:1-9; Acts 2:22-36; Romans 8:11;
1 Corinthians 15:20-23
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Important comments about rituals
At this time, I want to mention three spe-

cific sections of Scripture that are amazing
in the discussion about rituals.

Consider Acts 10:44-48.
�Although God established the wonderful

ritual of water baptism, He is not bound by
any ritual that He gives.
� Earlier (in Acts 2:38), Peter taught that

disciples should be baptized in water to receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit.
� Later, while Peter was giving a won-

derful sermon, God gave the Holy Spirit to
some gentiles before they participated in
water baptism.
� Peter commanded these gentiles to be

baptized in water.
Consider Matthew 12:1-5.
�When the Pharisees were criticizing

the disciples of Christ for plucking grain on
the Sabbath to eat (which was in violation
of their rituals), Christ defended the actions
of the disciples.
�And how did Christ defend their ac-

tions? He used the Old Testament example
of David, violating the ritual of partaking of
the showbread (which was unlawful for Da-
vid to do).
�David violated the ritual, but Christ used

David’s behavior to defend His disciples
(and to correct the Pharisees).

Consider Mark 7:1-13.
� Some Pharisees and scribes saw Christ’s

disciples violating their traditions (their rit-
uals) and complained to Christ about their
behavior. 
� Christ paraphrased Isaiah 29:13 to tell

them that their traditions (rituals) were wor-
shiping in vain and were teaching doctrines
(rituals) that were commandments of men.
�Mark 7:8—“For laying aside the com-

mandment of God, you hold the traditions
[rituals] of men.”
�Mark 7:9—“You reject the command-

ment of God, that you may keep your tradi-
tion [rituals].”
�Mark 7:10-13—Christ specifically men-

tioned how people violated the Fifth Com-
mandment by giving financial gifts to God
instead of providing for their parents.

And now our congregation is entering the
spring season where many of us will be fol-

lowing a few rituals that are bunched together.
Let’s notice them.

Rituals at the commemoration
Notice three rituals at the commemmora-

tion of the suffering and death of our Savior.
� Foot-washing—John 13:1-17
� Broken bread—1 Corinthians 11:24
� Small amount of wine—1 Corinthians

11:25

Ritual after the commemoration
After the commemmoration of the suf-

fering and death of our Savior, there are
some rituals dealing with food.
� Exodus 12:15—Eat unleavened bread

and remove leaven [leavened food].
� Exodus 12:18-19—Eat unleavened bread

and remove leaven [leavened food].
And there are two valuable lessons with

the food ritual.

First lesson
Here is the first lesson. Disciples should

be prepared to leave a situation in haste.
� Exodus 12:11—You shall eat it with a

belt on your waist, your sandals on your feet
and your staff in your hand. You shall eat it
in haste.
� Exodus 12:33-39
�Matthew 24:16-18
� Luke 17:31-33

Second lesson
Here is the second lesson. Since disci-

ples are saved by grace, they should stop
sinning.

(For your information, many Bible students
are aware that scriptures like Matthew 13:31-
33 and Luke 13:20-21 also use leaven as a de-
scription of an expanding Kingdom of God.
Please recognize the context.)

Here are a few scriptures that picture leav-
en as sin.
�Mark 8:15
� 1 Corinthians 5:6-8
�Galatians 5:9
Here are a few scriptures that show how

Paul taught that people who realize they are
saved by grace seek to stop sinning.
� Romans 6:1-2
� Ephesians 2:8-10
� Titus 3:4-8.


