“Ninth Commandment—Part 4"

This article is from the "Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big Sandy’s
website(churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of Aug.
16, 2025.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—At our Bible study on Wednesday night, I continued with our
series. The topic is the Ten Commandments. The presentation was titled “Ninth Com-
mandment—Part 4.”

Originally, I decided to spend five individual presentations on the Ninth Command-
ment. However, I am not sure at this point if the series will be five or six presen-
tations.

First four presentations
Here is a current list of the topics for the first four presentations in this series.
1. False witness in a legal setting
2. Matthew 5:38-42
3. Five examples of dealing with false witnesses
4. The Son of God dealt with false witnesses
Foundational scripture

B Exodus 20:2—"I am the Lorp your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage.”

Then, the Lord proceeded to remind the children of Israel about the Ten Command-
ments.

Old Testament lesson = After God delivered them from Egypt, He reminded them
of His expectations from them.

New Testament lesson = When God offers His bountiful grace to New Testament disci-
ples, He still has expectations of them (Romans 6:1-2, Ephesians 2:8-10 and Titus 3:4-8).

Ninth Commandment
B Exodus 20:16—"You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.”
Two major concepts

Following are two verses in the book of Proverbs that mention two major concepts
associated with the Ninth Commandment.
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B Proverbs 19:5—"A false witness will not go unpunished, and he who speaks lies
will not escape.”

B Proverbs 19:9—"A false witness will not go unpunished, and he who speaks lies
shall perish.”

Many view the Ninth Commandment as dealing with being a false witness in the
legal system and with speaking lies in general.

For the rest of this article, let’s look at eight sections of Scripture where the Son
of God was accused.

1—Friend of sinners

The Pharisees and lawyers (Luke 7:30) criticized both John the Baptist and the Son
of God.

B Luke 7:33—Even though John the Baptist did not gorge himself with food and did
not drink wine, the Pharisees and lawyers said he had a demon.

So how did the Pharisees and lawyers describe the Son of God?

B Luke 7:34—They described the Son of God (who ate and drank in moderation) as
“a glutton, a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.”

2—Setting traps to accuse Him

B Luke 7:53-54—"And as He said these things to them, the scribes and the Phari-
sees began to assail Him vehemently, and to cross-examine Him about many
things—lying in wait for Him and seeking to catch Him in something He might say,
that they might accuse Him.”

3—Brought adulteress to Him
B John 8:1-4—The scribes and Pharisees brought an adulteress to the Son of God.

B John 8:5—They said: “"Moses (in the law) commanded us that such should be
stoned. But what do You say?”

B John 8:6—They said this to test Him, that they might be able to accuse Him.
B John 8:7-11—The lesson is legendary.
4—Accused Him of relationship with Beelzebub

B Matthew 12:24—The Pharisees said: “This fellow casts out demons by Beelze-
bub, the ruler of the demons.”

5—Criticized Him for healing on the Sabbath

B Matthew 12:9-10—They asked Him: “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”—that
they might accuse Him.
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B Mark 3:2—"They watched Him closely, whether He would heal him on the Sab-
bath, so that they might accuse Him.”

B Luke 6:7—"So the scribes and Pharisees watched Him closely, whether He would
heal on the Sabbath, that they might find an accusation against Him.”

6—"Breaking the Sabbath” and blasphemy

® John 5:16—"For this reason the Jews persecuted Jesus, and sought to kill Him—
because He had done these things [told a man to carry his bed and walk] on the
Sabbath.”

® John 5:17—The Son of God answered: "My Father has been working until now, and
I have been working.”

Notice how the people responded to that statement.

B John 5:18—"Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not
only broke the Sabbath, but also said that God was His Father—making Himself
equal with God.”

7—Taken to Caiaphas

B Matthew 26:27—They grabbed the Son of God to take Him to Caiaphas (the high
priest) where the scribes and elders were assembled.

B Matthew 26:59—The chief priests, elders and the council sought false testimony
against the Son of God to put Him to death.

B Matthew 26:60-61—Many false withesses came forward, but their testimonies
did not agree (Mark 14:56)—until two withesses matched what the Son of God said
in Mark 2:19-21.

B Matthew 26:62-63—For a while, the Son of God did not talk.

B Matthew 26:64—Then, He said: “It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say to you,
hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and
coming on the clouds of heaven.”

B Matthew 26:65—The high priest said: “He has spoken blasphemy! What further
need do we have of withesses?”

8—Taken to Pilate

B Matthew 27:2—The chief priests and elders bound Him and delivered Him to Pon-
tius Pilate the governor.

B Matthew 27:11—When Pilate asked Him a question, He answered.

B Matthew 27:12-14—When the Son of God did not answer the accusations of the
chief priests and elders, the governor marveled greatly.

B Luke 23:1-2—1In the presence of Pilate, the chief priests accused the Son of God
of teaching to withhold taxes to Caesar.
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B John 18:31—When Pilate told the Jews to take Him and judge Him according to
their law, they responded: “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death.”

B John 18:38—Pilate said: “I find no fault in Him at all.”
B John 19:4—Pilate said: “I find no fault in Him.”
B John 19:6—Pilate said: “You take Him and crucify Him, for I find no fault in Him.”

B John 19:7—The Jews answered: “"We have a law. And according to our law, He
ought to die, because He made Himself the Son of God.”

B John 19:10—Pilate asked Christ: “"Are You not speaking to me? Don't you know
that I have power to crucify You, and power to release You?”

B John 19:11—The Son of God answered: “You could have no power at all against Me
unless it had been given you from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to
you has the greater sin.”

B John 19:12—Pilate sought to release Him, but the Jews said: “If you let this Man
go, you are not Caesar’s friend. Whoever makes himself a king speaks against Caesar.”

B John 19:15—Pilate asked: “Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered:
“We have no king but Caesar!”

B John 19:16—Pilate delivered the Son of God to them to be crucified, and they
led Him away.



