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Eye on the World
June 7, 2025

This compilation of material for “Eye on the World” is presented as a service to the Churches of
God. The views stated in the material are those of the writers or sources quoted by the writers,
and do not necessarily reflect the views of the members of the Church of God Big Sandy. The
following articles were posted at churchofgodbigsandy.com for the weekend of June 7, 2025.

Compiled by Dave Havir

Luke 21:34-36—But take heed to yourselves, lest your souls be weighed down with self-
indulgence, and drunkenness, or the anxieties of this life, and that day come on you suddenly,
like a falling trap; for it will come on all dwellers on the face of the whole earth. But beware of
slumbering; and every moment pray that you may be fully strengthened to escape from all these
coming evils, and to take your stand in the presence of the Son of Man” (Weymouth New
Testament).

“Eye on the World” comment: Due to the travel schedule of the editor, this edition will be very
short (consisting of only one article).

An article by Yonah Jeremy Bob titled “Iron Beam Laser’s Speed Could Mute Sirens, End Most
Runs to Bomb Shelters” was posted at jpost.com on June 4, 2025. Following is the article.

Rafael Advanced Defense Systems’ new family of lasers (which started to be rolled out last week
and will continue to be presented to the public by the end of 2025) could eliminate the need for
Israelis to run to bomb shelters during most aerial threats, the defense company revealed on
Wednesday.

According to Rafael, a major advantage of its lasers (Iron Beam, Iron Beam M, and Lite Beam)
is that they can shoot down enemy rockets and drones much earlier in the threat process — such
that most of the time, now sirens or bomb shelters would be necessary.

This is because the light energy of the laser travels much faster than any interceptor in Israel’s
arsenal and would already potentially destroy the enemy aerial threat shortly after it launches —

invariably while it is still in enemy territory.

Only in those rare cases where the laser system missed its target, and likely missed it multiple
time (since there should be time for multiple shoot-down attempts) would a siren and running to
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bomb shelters be necessary.

Rafael’s presentation of the three different laser systems comes as it expects to display the lasers’
capabilities at a defense technology conference in Paris in 10 days. And it is the first time that it
has formally mentioned the Iron Beam M — a mobile version of the I[ron Beam.

Specific details of various laser models

In addition, Rafael also discussed a variety of specific details regarding these various laser
models.

. The Lite Beam is the smallest and most local short-range system, which can be placed on
individual ground forces vehicles and fires a 10 KW beam.

. Iron Beam M fires a 250 mm, 50 KW beam and can be mounted on large trucks for
mobility, but cannot be placed as a minor additional system on individual vehicles.

. Finally, the full-size Iron Beam fires a 450 mm, 100 KW beam and is designed to remain
stationary for periods of time — though it can with advance planning be moved around just as
Iron Dome batteries (over time) can be moved.

Although Raytheon in the U.S. (as well as the UK, Russia, China, Germany and Japan) are all at
various stages of developing laser defense systems, Rafael said it is the only company that has
moved beyond test firings to actual use in the field. Last week, the Defense Ministry revealed
that a version of Lite Beam had been used close to 40 times to shoot down Hezbollah drones
during the course of the war, and especially in fall 2024.

. Questioned about future applications, Rafael sources said it would take a significant
amount of time to adapt lasers for use by Israeli aircraft.

. There are many challenges with using lasers relating to turbulence, dust, clouds and
smoke — which are a partial issue even when the end target is in the sky, but a larger issue when
the starting point is also in the sky.

. Also, if laser systems firing at enemy aerial threats must consider somewhat additional
objects that could get hit by the laser after it continues through the object it hits, those
considerations are much more complex for any aircraft firing on ground targets.

For this reason and due to other considerations, the impression was that the IDF has not even
made it a priority to achieve such laser aircraft capabilities for the foreseeable future. However,
this could all change once the IDF sees more laser defense systems in action at the end of 2025.
Advantages of laser systems over Iron Dome

It was unclear how quickly Rafael could roll out a larger volume of lasers, something that took
years with the Iron Dome (even after the initial defense batteries were produced and deployed).
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While laser systems are a big improvement over the Iron Dome for reducing the cost of each
shoot-down attempt (the Iron Dome costs around $40,000 per interceptor, and each laser shot
should cost around $3), building each laser defense battery is still very expensive.

Another major advantage of laser systems over the Iron Dome (according to Rafael) is that there
are far fewer logistics.

Iron Dome interceptors are not just a cost, they are a huge separate logistical operation to move
around and store.

In contrast, laser defense systems do not need additional physical storage space for their
“interceptor” because it is just made up of light energy created when the system fires.

Rafael chairman Yuval Steinitz said: “Israel is the first country in the world to transform high-
power laser technology into a fully operational system, and to execute actual combat
interceptions. We are extremely proud of Rafael’s achievement in leading this operational and
technological breakthrough. Based on its unique development of adaptive optics, Rafael’s Iron
Beam will undoubtedly be a game-changer with an unprecedented impact on the modern
battlefield.”

In addition, Rafael sources said the laser breakthrough was larger than that of the Iron Dome,
because it is a multi-disciplinary scientific human breakthrough with wide applications in many
fields. In other words, lasers have been used for some decades for very short-range functions —
like eye surgery at a range of a matter of centimeters.

But now that Israel has shown that lasers can be used at a much farther distance, there will be
many other military and non-military applications.

Rafael CEO Yoav Tourgeman stated: “Rafael is leading the energy weapon revolution, with
operational laser systems among the most advanced of their kind worldwide. The ingenuity and
boldness of Rafael’s top scientists and the company’s massive investment in R&D have resulted
in a monumental operational and technological accomplishment. Later this year, we will deliver
the first I[ron Beam system from Rafael’s production lines to the [Defense Ministry]. This system
will fundamentally change the defense equation by enabling fast, precise, cost-effective
interceptions — unmatched by any existing system.”

Isaiah 55:6-11—“Seek you the Lord while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near.
Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the
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Lord, and He will have mercy on him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. ‘For
My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,’ says the Lord. For as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts
than your thoughts. For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, and do not
return there, but water the earth, and make it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to
the sower and bread to the eater, so shall My word by that goes forth from My mouth; it
shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the
thing for which I sent it.”
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